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By Mike Martin

How aboutthis lastyear! Greatplanning,andthenagreat
yearof Healeyactivities. Takealook atthelist of volunteersin
the adjacentcolumn. You'll find 23 namesall of which madea
contribution to the overall succes®f this lastyear.If | named
anyoneasthe main playerthat makesit all click, I'd haveto name
youall. I do haveto thank Gary Ronningfor putting my thoughts
into somesemblanceof order.He turned gibberishinto good
thoughts.Thanksalsoto Curt Carlsonfor the publishingeffort
andalwaysbeingreadyto signup new members.

We setout to balancethe budgetin the beginningof 2006.
Give or take a few bucks,we madeit. We havemorefundsin the
treasurynow thanwe hadin February.No specialassessmentis
the future, andour 2009 Rendezvouss assured.

We'vegot the businesgarty (meeting)coming soon,so sign
up andhavea greattime!

Thanks to you all for your support.
It's beena nice ride!

COVER:
The very beautiful cover was borrowed from the
AUSTIN HEALEY MAGAZINE of afew yearsago.

The picture wasdone by John Loftus, and there is an

interesting story behind it. (Cometo Pie with the
President this Wednesdayto hear the story).

THE HEALEY ENTHUSIAST

The official publication of the Minnesota Austin Healey Club, THE HEALEY
ENTHUSIAST, is published12 times per yearfor the benefitof its members. Articles
which appearin THE HEALEY ENTHUSIAST are the opinionsof the authorsanddo
not expressthe position of the MinnesotaAustin Healey Club on any matter unless
specificallynoted. We do our bestto ensureaccuracybut cannotbe held responsiblefor
errorsandomissions. Contributionsarewelcomeon any subjectrelatedto Healeys club
membersor of generalinterestto the classiccar hobby. Material from THE HEALEY
ENTHUSIAST may bereprintedin any otherpublicationprovidedreciprocalarticle use
permissionis grantedby that publication. Deadlinefor submissiongo the editoris the
15" of the month prior to the nextissue. Classifiedadsare free for MAHC members,
$5.00 for nonmembers. For display rates contact newsletter advertising. The
MinnesotaAustin HealeyClub is affiliatedwith the Austin HealeyClub of America.
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= Annual Club Meeting

(President’s Informal Evening) and Banquet

Date: WednesdayNovember 1st Date: Saturday November 18"
Time: 7:00 p.m. (or before)
Place: Fort Snelling Officers Club Time: 6:00pm - Dinner at 7:00 pm

This locationis on Hwy. 5 (eastof 1-494) Place: Fort Snelling Officer's Club

on the southeasside of the Mpls./St. Paulintl.

Airport. Exit atthe PostRoadramp,turn south Cost: $20.00per person

(east)towardsthe river andproceedon to the road

headingfor the park, takethefirst left andwind RSVP: By November 10"

aroundto the Officers Club building. (to Mike at ahbnl@aol.comor
Comeandenjoy refreshmentsand/orfood call 952-898-1634)

with thefriendly club memberscatchup on news

& eventsanddiscusscars& restorations. ~ Theold PizzaParty hasbeen fanciedup
this year! Therewill beavery nice Dinner

Buffet (with Prime Rib andPork Loin) atthe
Officer’s Club in the lower level meetingroom
with a cashbaravailable.After dinner,the
Annual BusinessMeetingwill beheld. It will be
anenjoyabk evening!

If youwould like to bring alonganitem
for auctioning,pleasedo. Lastyeartherewere
quite anumberof nice collectablesthatwere
sold, with the moneygoing into the Treasury. It
wasalsoentertaining!

InterMarque Book
Would be nice to seeone of these... and Art Fair

Date: Saturday November 4™

Breakfast at the Peg Time: 8:00— 12:00 Noon
This casualeventevery Saturdaymorning about

8:30 continuesto bevery popular! Greatfood, Place: The Square Peg
reasonablerices,& friendly LBC car enthusiasts -
makeit a greatplaceto keepin touch. Meet in

the room added on just for us!! Thelocation

L Therewill be New & UsedBooks, Magazines
againis:

. PostersandOriginal Art for sale. Kevin
The Square Pe_g Diner Clemenswill havehis newbook“A Lap of the
2021East Hennepin Ave. Mpls. Globe” on saleat a reducedprice. Local artist
Michael Jekotwill havehis fine art for saletoo.
This saleis presentedy the DemontrevillePress
f??g andwill be agreatplaceto shopfor the

i Holidays!! Seeyouthere

N
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Jag-Healey Fall Color Tour Editor

Driving enthusiastgatheredhearStillwater on this Saturdaymorning. Georgeand PamArthur had
organizedthe Tour and haddirectionsprinted out for the driversandtheir co-pilots. Therewereabout18 cars
attending(howeverthe Fowlersin their JenserHealeyhadto leaveearly). Healeymembersdriving Healeysfor the
Tour wereByron & SusanPeterson,Jim Kriz & guest,andGary & Barb Ronning. Five additional
members/navigatordrove “other British”!

We went across the St. Croix River to Wisconsin and headed south. The Fall colors were just a bit past their
prime, however the roads and the scenery were just great. We traveled along without incident until arriving in Red
Wing. After finding the historic St. James Hotel, we assembled in the very lovely Victorian Room. The lunches were
predetermined by RSVP and were delicious. Afterwards George announced that there would be a prize for the driver
that had come the longest distance to the meeting place. Well, the newly relocated Ronnings from Buffalo took the
honors. A very nice deluxe aerosol bottle of Jaguar Cologne now resides in a Buffalo Bathroom! Thanks to the
Arthurs for organizing this event !
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The VP Report By Mike Manser

JokeMatchgame. Presentedat the top is the punchline...itis up to you to matchthe questionat the bottom
in orderto “get” thejoke. 1) A Towtruck. 2) A friend of mine wentto the Yugo dealershipthe otherday andsaid,
“I'd like agascapfor my Yugo.” Thedealerreplied,”..., 3) Passengerst) Whenyou senseanimpending
accident,startpumpingrealfast.

Hello everyone. Well, yet anothermonthhasscreamegastme without my taking muchnoticeandmy not
feeling like |1 wasableto takeadvantageof it. |Is the quick passagef time relaedto my gettingolder. | wasableto
getoutsideand enjoy the weathera coupletimeswhile the leaveswere changing. Oneof thoseeventswasthe
HealeyRoadsideBeautificationProject. As arefresherthis is the eventwheremanymembergake anincredibly
scenicdrive (leaveschangingmakesit a perfectdriving experiencelandthengraciouslypark their Healeysby the
side of the St. Croix river for aboutan hour to basicallybrightenup the placeandmakethe roadsidemore beautiful
thanit is already. Well, afew altruistic peopledecidedto beautify the roadwayevenmoreby picking up litter
acrossa 2 mile stretchof roadway. | mustsaytherewasvery little trashsotime awayfrom the carswasaroundan
hour, andtherewasa greatdeal of convessation...andnot just cartalk. The eventwastoppedoff with spectacular
hamburgerghatwould stopa heart. ParticipatingmembersncludedMike Martin, DaveLee, SteveRixen, Curt
Carlson,Don Heath,Rod Richert, Tom Moerke, Carl Stine, Chuck Norton, Greg Lauser,and StaceyStevens.

| alsospentsometime in my garagefiguring out how to park the racecarandthe Healey. While this is not
suchabig deal,it wasnice to havethe doorswide openwith freshair rolling throughthe place. My otherevent
wasthe monthly Pie with the President. Attendeesincluded Wayne Soderbeck;Tom Moerke, Rich StadtherJay
Fowler, Herb Miller, Gary andBarb Ronning, Dan Wolters, Tom Wolters, Mike Martin, Dick Mathews,JackStein,
SteveRixen, JohnSnyder,andJim Kriz (a.k.a.Speed). Therewasplenty of greatconversation...mosbf it again
not entirely relatedto carsor Healeysin particular. It remindsme onceagainthatour carclub is a socialclub
whosecommonelementamongstthe memberds the admirationof Healeys. | am proudto be affiliated with a
groupthathassuchbroadinterests.

| did geta chanceto ponderthe future of my racecar. No, | won't besellingit. Ya see,everyyear
beginningin early springthereis generallyone eventor activity per month to which | bring the Datsun. It all starts
with the SCCA inspectionin late March/earlyApril, SCCA racestheHill Climb, the Kohler International
Challenge Fall Festival,etc. All theseeventsarefantasticbutit sort of leavesmewanting...wantingsomemore
eventsat the endof summer/earlywinter. But not necessarilyto race. Ya see truth betold, | really like to racebut
| really like the interactionwith otherpeopleandreally like visiting the different venuesequallyasmuchandthe
abrup endof racing seasorbreaksthatcyclical interaction. | guessit just makesme wish for winter to be overthat
muchsooner. Goodthing | amgettingolder, andtime seemdo be passingoby faster.

Finally, specialthanksgoesout to Dick Kantrudfor donatinga racinghelmetto be usedfor HealeyClub
events. A) How do you makea Yugo go faster?B) What do you call the shockabsorbersnsidea Yugo? C) Did
you hearthe Yugo hasanairbag. D) Okay, soundslike afair trade.




November2006 The Healey Enthusiast Page6

Goodwood
Revival
Meeting

John Sprinzel

We all remembetthe first time don’t we? | took part,andwon my first motor raceat Goodwoodin 1957,
half way throughthis incrediblecircuit’s 18 yearsof InternationalMotor Sport,soit will alwayshavea special
placefor me. A returnvisit this year,to the GoodwoodRevival Meeting hascertainly further embeddedhe place
into my memory.

InternationalMotor Racingceasecherein 1966, partly becausahe Duke of Richmondand Gordon’sson
seemedo havelittle interestin the sport,andmostly, | imagine,becauseahetrendin modernracecircuits wasfor
the safetyof ARMCO barriers,thick andugly tire walls, high chainlink fencingandspectatorseatingratherfar
from the action. Eight yearsagothe Duke’s grandsonlord March, asmuchan enthusiastshis grandfathehad
been,restoredeveryaspectof the track to whatit wasin thoseglorious daysof thefifties andsixties. While my
scantknowledgein the waysof the nobility areratherrestrictedto knowing Sir Stirling Moss, Sir JohnWhitmore
andSir JackyStewart— all of whom attendecdthis year'sRevival— | do know thatthe Earl of March hasdone
enthusiastanincredible servicewith a Goodwoodcircuit thatis frozenin time.

To attendthe Revival, your automobileneedsto be of the era,and post 1966 vehiclesare not permittedto
enterthe circuit. Transportfrom the externaltrailer and motor-homeenclosureis via World War Two Jeepsand
correctly uniformedownerdriver enthusiastsheerfully ferry usbackandforth to the entranceof the Paddocks.
Eventhe Police, Ambulance,Fire andNursing trucksareall of genuinefifties andsixtiesorigin, andthe clothes
anduniforms alsohaveto be of the era. This givesthe well over 100,000visitors a greatopportunityto really
dressup, andparticularly the ladieswho just love this sort of thing, givesus a very glamorousinsight of their idea
of fifties andsixtiesfashion.Perhapghe only thingstha | noticedasdifferent arethe drivers’ overallsandcrash
hats,which arein keepingwith 2000’s safetyrequirementsthe famouschicaneat the startof the main straightis
now built of Styrofoam,andnot the ratherintimidating concretethatl remembe of old. Finally, the restrooms
aresensationallyclean,heatedwell stocked,andsuppliedwith amplehot water,andthis lastedthroughoutthe
four daysof theevent.

Goodwoodis not just aboutmotor racing. The 12,000acreestatehashadthe “Glorious Goodwood” horse
racingtrack since1801! Thereis avery busyfull -serviceairfield, which wasa wartime RAF aerodromehosting
severalsquadronf Spitfires, someof which entertainedhe crowdsat the Revival with repeatedly pasts- at
excitingly low levels— andmock dogfights with agedMustangs- althoughall the pilots | metlookedfar too
youngto evenremembeipropellers!l flew RAF planesjust a few miles from hereat SouthCerney,soyou can
imaginethelump in my throatastheroar of Merlin enginesfilled the air! Goodwoodhas2,800acresof mixed
farming in the largestlowland organicfarm in the United Kingdom, with the biggestorganicallyfed dairy herdin
thecountry.To top it all, thereis a superb18-hole golf coursenextto the 94 roomed Marriott GoodwoodPark
Hotel.

The homeof the Dukesof Richmondfor over 300 years,GoodwoodHousecontainsone of the finest
collectionsof English paintingsandFrenchporcelainandfurniture in the country. Drivers and Entrantswere
privileged to wanderaroundthesepricelessexhibits during the annualVeuve Cliquot cocktail party. Therewasso
muchto takein, Canaletto,Stubbs,Van Dyck andReynoldsaswell asa collection of Sevresporcelainfrom the
18" centuryaccompaniedy a neverendingflow of champagne!

The motorracingwasfun too! Publishersnote: FantasticGoodwoodphotoscanbe viewed at
 http:/Aaww Tlickr.com/photos/tags/goodwood2006f is WELL
_ worth thetrip! (ThanksJohn!) . .
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TECH TIP :
by Doctor Ernie

Flat Rate

One of the most feared things of any business transaction is “The Bottom Line”. In fact,
many times this “Bottom Line” number is the deciding factors above all other considerations.

As far as car repairs go, a supposed protection of all persons concerned is the use of a flat
rate book figure. These figures translated through an hourly rate number give you a so-called
fixed cost. These rates are based on a set of parameters that are described at the front of the
flat rate book. These parameters generally cover an ideal situation of an average car, in an
average condition, of an average age, done by a skilled and trained mechanic, with an average
set of tools, with a full set of manuals, that has performed these particular repairs many times
before, etc, etc.

As you can imagine these parameters have disappeared on most of our collector cars that
are 30, 40, or even 50 years of age. Another error is the lumping together of similar cars and
models. A case in point is the lumping together of all Triumph TR2 through TR6 clutch jobs as
being the same. In fact, the TR6 job may take twice as long because of a more complicated
design.

It's not to hard to understand that a Chevy line mechanic that puts on Chevy water
pumps all day long might get pretty good at it. He will know exactly what tools he will need with
just one trip to the tool box and will of course have that special tool to meet “The Flat Rate”.

If you were building a new home, you'd get estimates from contractors based on an exact
blue print of materials and design. But katy-bar the door if midstream you make changes.
Then the price negotiating starts all over.

The same holds true if anything out of the norm happens during an automotive repair. In
fact, in forcing a mechanic to meet flat rate on an old car, you're just inviting a questionable
outcome. By taking the time to do the job at an efficient rate, using penetrating oil, heat, and
sometimes two mechanics, the end result can be being much more satisfactory. Also it will
allow time to do additional repairs at the correct times, rather than pay for almost another full
labor to come back to that extra thing a week later.

It's just natural to want to know what the bottom line will be. But some flexibility should be
allowed, especially on older vehicles; and my suggestion would be to not even open a “Flat
Rate Book”. Three things should be present for a happy outcome: trust in your mechanic,
respect and honesty to the customer, and reasonable communication before, during, and after
the repair.
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Annual Meeting
Minnesot a Austin Healey Club
Saturday, Nov. 18, 2006

Agenda

1. Call to Order
2. President's Report
3. National Delegate’s Report
4. Membership Director's Report
5. Treasurer's Report
6. Board of Directors’ Report
7. Bylaws Issues
8. Officers’ Elections
a. Board of Directo rs — Candidates:
b. Officers — Candidates: President - Mike Manser
Vice President —
Treasurer - Jim Klein
Membership Director - Curt Carlson
National Delegate - Greg Lauser
Editor -
9. Old / New Business

10. Auction

11. Adjourn

Reminder Note'! Editor

At the NovemberAnnual Meeting, it will betime to selectnew Board Members,Club Officers
andStaff. Two specialpositionsfor you to considerarea new Vice President(to be Presidenthe
following year)andanew NewsletterEditor. After beingthe Editor for five years,| believethereshould
be a new personto takethe position andinsertnewideas. Also, any other staff membersthatwantto be
replacedshouldmaketheir intentionsknown to PresidentMike Martin andVP Mike Manser.
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EventsSchedul006

PIE Meeting - (Wed.) Meet at 7:00 p.m. See page 3.

Annual Business Meeting Party —(Sat.) The annual business meeting, election of
officers, and dinner banquet will occur on this evening at the Officer's Club. See page 3.

Planning Breakfast - (Sat.) The schedule of events for 2007 will be on the agenda for this
meeting. Mike Manser will select the site.

PIE Meeting - (Wed.) Meet at 7:00 p.m. See previous notice.

** - Denotesan official MAHC club activity

Events2007

June 14-17 Rendezvous2007- (Thurs.— Sun.)The JaguarClub of Minnesotawill be arrangingthe eventfor next
yearat Ruttger'sSugarlLake Lodgein GrandRapids,MN. Make roomreservatiors andregistrationearly !

June 24-29 International Conclave — (Sun— Fri) The Austin HealeyClub of America (AHCA) Conclavewill bein
Burlington, VT in 2007. This is a beautiful andhistoric part of our country,which shouldcontributeto an
exciting gatheringof Austin Healeypeopleandcars. Make plansnow. It shouldbe a greatevent!

ADOPT A HIGHWAY PROJECT by Curt Carlson

What could be morefun andenjoyablethanawalk in the wildernesswith a groupof friendson a clearfall day?
Maybeif we coupledthatwalk with a HealeyDrive? How aboutif somegreatburgersandcold beerafterwards
aretossedn? Still notinterested? Okay, but| know thatyou'll bite on the dealwhen| throw in somecolourful
andfashiondle apparelto wearwhile we'reout, andan educationakindenlighteningdemonstratiorof the
longevity andtearresistanceof variousproductsfrom the plasticsindustry. What'smore,all this fun is coupled
with achanceto do somethinggoodfor your mother,the Earth.

This year'sfall highway cleanupwasactuallyfun. | think thatthe littering public hasa soft spotin their heartsfor
Healeys. | could swearthat they havebeenholding their fastfood bagsandbeerbottlesallittle longerto throw
themin the next sectionsto the north andsouth, (adoptedby the "LOSERS- Litterpickers Of SouthEastern
RamseyShire" and"POOP - PeopleOf Our Past")which to mehadall the cleanlinessof the sidewalksand
guttersof downtown Detroit. Our lastoutingsto beautifythe Earthin previousyearsandmonthshave
beenenlivenedby a friendly competitionto seewho could retrievethe mostunusualfind. Of coursetherewere
thetokenshoesandbottles,but in yearspast,usedcondomsandnormally publicly unseenarticlesof clothing
seemedo top thelist of discoveries. Naturally, the moneyandcardfilled wallet from lastyeartopsthelist so
far. However,thisyearl canreportthattherewereNO itemsof interestor of anunusualnature. Nonethat| saw
or heardaboutanyway. So,the walk wasworth it, the workload wasweightless,the weatherwaswonderful, the
companionshipvasrespectablethe conversationhipper,the drive wasdelightful, andthe food wasfantastic.
What more could onewanton a clearfall day?

Pictured on page4 from left to right are: Rod Richert, Tom Moerke, Carl Stine, Greg Lauser, Don Heath,
Mike Manser, Dave Lee, Mike Matrtin, SteveRixen and Chuck Norton. Not pictured: StaceyManser and
Curt Carlson.



Minnesota Austin Healey Club
Gary Ronning, Editor

1019 Ridge Haven Circle
Buffalo, MN 55313

Wheels of Italy — 9/10/06 - Could this be
the next Healey Club member’s car?

MARKETPLACE

FOR SALE - Healey "flipper". This device bolts to the suspension points on a big Healey and allows the bare chassis to
be turned over for tinworm eradication and rust repair. It is about 14 feet long and 3 feet tall. Call Tom Wolters at
651-388-7377. (8/06)

FOR SALE - 1961 Bugeye Sprite Completely restored - no nut left unturned or refurbished. British Racing Green with
Black Convertible top. Over $20k invested. Will accept reasonable offers. Also have a Morris 948 engine, Horizontal
flow Radiator & other Stuff. Open for offers: Call John Morrison at 763-757-2424 (9/06)

FOR SALE - New pair of Front Bumper Brackets for A-H 3000 - $50.00 Call Gary Ronning at 763-684-4041 or
email: gtronning@aol.com (8/06)

FOR SALE - Set of new BJ8 rear leaf springs, BN7 distributor parts, new 3000 heat shield kit, set of rocker panels, trunk
floor panel, brake master cylinder for BT7, parking brake cable for BT7, seven - 72 spoke painted wire wheels. Call
Rossi at 612 822 7069 or email: casadirossi@hotmail.com (10/06)

Marketplace policy: All ads are free to current members. For non-members, the charge is 5.00 per month.
Ads will be run for three months after which time the advertiser needs to submit new ad copy. Please inform
the editor if your item or items have been sold during the three month period so the ad can be removed.
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