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APRIL EVENTS     

   Wed.   April  12   PIE Meeting (second Wed.)   

    Sat.    April  29   Hatzung Tea Party    

             

     

 

Scott giving a Power Point update on the BN7 

being restored in Wisconsin at Fourintune. 
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THE HEALEY ENTHUSIAST 

The official publication of the Minnesota Austin Healey Club, a Minnesota 

Non-Profit Corporation.  THE HEALEY ENTHUSIAST, is published 12 

times per year for the benefit of its members.  Articles which appear in 

THE HEALEY ENTHUSIAST are the opinions of the authors and do not 

express the position of the Minnesota Austin Healey Club on any matter 

unless specifically noted.  We do our best to ensure accuracy but cannot be 

held responsible for errors and omissions.  Contributions are welcome on 

any subject related to Healeys, club members, or of general interest to the 

classic car hobby.  Material from THE HEALEY ENTHUSIAST may be 

reprinted in any other publication provided reciprocal article use 

permission is granted by that publication.  Deadline for submissions to the 

editor is the 15th of the month prior to the next issue.  Classified ads are 

free for MAHC members, $5.00 for non-members.  For display rates 

contact newsletter advertising.  The Minnesota Austin Healey Club Inc. is 

operating as a Minnesota Non-Profit Corporation and is affiliated with the 

Austin Healey Club of America, Inc. 

MAHC STAFF 
 

President DAVE HATZUNG 

 952-922-3246 

 dave@hatzunginsurance.com   
Vice President PHIL DAWSON 

 612-721-8667 

                                stephil1972@hotmail.com  

Treasurer STEVE GREENWAY  

 Smgreenway1@gmail.com 
Membership  JIM KRIZ 

 612-374-2666 

 jkriz1@comcast.net 
Newsletter  GARY RONNING 

         Editor 1019 Ridge Haven Circle  

 Buffalo, MN  55313 

 763-684-4041 

 gtronning@gmail.com 
Video Librarian JEFF JOHNK 

 952-461-2720 

 jeffj@centuryrefining.com   
WebMaster JOHN SNYDER 

 952-929-4792 

 jvs@consistenc.com 
Email DAVE LEE 

     Broadcaster 715-651-2479 

 dlee@usfamily.net  
Name Tags GREG WILLODSON 

 greg.willodson@gmail.com  
National Delegate EILEEN WETZEL 

 763-541-9571 

 econlon@hotmail.com   
Intermarque SUZANNE WILLODSON 

              Delegate 763-390-4133 

 suzanne.willodson@gmail.com  
Regalia GARY RONNING 

 763-684-4041 

 gtronning@gmail.com 
Technical  

          Resources 

      Sprite PAUL GAU 

 952-933-7277                

      100 CURT CARLSON       

 612-251-7492  

     3000 & JEFF JOHNK 

           Modified 952-461-2720 

      Jensen TOM POLITISKI 

            Healey 218-367-2168 

 

Board of   

        Directors ANDY LINDBERG 

 STEVE RIXEN 

 GEOFF ROSSI 

 RICH STADTHER  

 SUZANNE WILLODSON, Chair. 

Minnesota  

Web Site www.mnhealey.com 

National 

Web Site www.healeyclub.org  

  

  

   

 

President’s   Informal   Evening 

 

Date: Wednesday  April 12  (second Wed.)  

Time: 7:00 p.m. (or before)  

Place: Joseph’s Grill 

 140 So. Wabasha 

 St. Paul, MN  55107 

 651-222-2435   

Come and enjoy refreshments and/or food 

with the friendly club members, catch up on news 

& events, and discuss cars & restorations. 

 

  
 

Cover Picture courtesy of Editor  

 
 

To the members that submitted news, articles, and 

photos for this newsletter issue: 

 

Dave Hatzung Diane Rindt 

Greg Lauser   Eileen Wetzel 

Tom Politiski  Jeff Sartell 

 Dan Powell 

    
 

  Current and past newsletters: 
http://www.mnhealey.com/mnhealey/newsletter.htm 

mailto:dave@hatzunginsurance.com
mailto:stephil1972@hotmail.com
mailto:jeffj@centuryrefining.com
mailto:dlee@usfamily.net
mailto:econlon@hotmail.com
mailto:suzanne.willodson@gmail.com
http://www.mnhealey.com/
http://www.healeyclub.org/
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Title:  “It’s Moerke’s Fault” 
I had been trying to come up with something to write about this month. Then one day it dawned on 

me while in my basement workshop.  On the wall I face behind my workbench, there are pictures of the cars 
I have really liked over the years.  Not pictures of the base model Gran Prix that I bought when first starting 
to sell insurance, or the Olds Custom Cruisers that we had when our family was young, or the junkers I had in 
high school and college.  These are the pictures of the fun, sporty cars that were sprinkled into my life at 
different times.  It got me thinking that I never went out looking for these cars - they all just popped into my 
life! 
   The oldest pic on the wall is one of my wife Mary and me standing next to a ’59 MGA.  I bought it 
from a guy that I worked with on a summer job in 1968.  It had a small dent in the rear fender, and his 
insurance company had totaled it; so, he sold it to me pretty cheap.  I think I paid him $200, and it ran well.  
As winter approached, I traded it to a fraternity brother for a ’62 Ford Falcon.  I don’t have a picture of that.  
The next car picture is a ’61 or ’62 MGA.   Standing next to that car is my son Nate who was 2 at the time.  I 
bought it from a friend in Lindstrom, MN with just primer paint on it.  I still remember that I painted it a 
Cadillac color called “Nottingham Green Firemist”.  That was not at all like a BRG but looked pretty nice with 
the white top I put on it.  

 With a growing family, I ended up selling the MG to a guy in Edina that was a franchiser of hair salons 
(I think it was Fantastic Sam’s).  He had purchased it for his wife.  He was a pretty big guy, and I remember 
driving it to his house for him.  I still wonder if that’s sitting in a garage somewhere.  My last MGA was a black 
one that I bought from my wife’s cousin’s boyfriend (got that?), whom I met at a family gathering.  I drove 
that for a couple years but had to sell it.   I needed some money to fix a basement wall that caved in on one 
of my not-so-smart purchases of an old rental duplex in Minneapolis.  A guy from Florida bought that sight 
unseen from an ad I placed in the Star Trib.  He had it picked up by a car carrier, brought it to the East coast 
somewhere,  and shipped it back to England for sale.  I slipped a note under the driver’s carpet with my 
name and contact info on it.  Never heard from anyone.  Thought I might end up with a pen pal – bummer.  

My current car is the AH 3000; and again it fell into my life, just as the other ones had.  My neighbor 
made me buy it from him…I swear to my wife that it wasn’t my fault.  I was NOT looking for a car; but it was 
sent to me, just like the other ones were.  I had to buy it!  The other sweet car I bought last summer is not 
my fault for buying either.  It’s the Moerke’s fault.  They showed up with “June’s Jag” XK8 at one of our 
gatherings - a sweet red of course.  Nice car.  So I go home and innocently go “on-line” just to see what 
they’re going for.  I find a really nice one with only 13,000 miles on it at a great price.  I had to at least go look 
at it.  Well, I maybe shouldn’t have looked; and, OK Mary, I might be a little to blame for this one.  I still think 
it’s the Moerke’s fault - although they bought it from the Stadthers, so they are partly to blame too.  Plus, 
we have a 4-car garage, and it only had 3 cars and a go-kart in it.  I knew I shouldn’t be wasting space like 
that.  So what could I do? I HAD to buy it!  

 Probably like the rest of you, I wonder sometimes how I got into English cars.  Hey, I’m German, so 
why not Porsche’s or VW’s?  I think the Creator has a plan for all of us, and that’s the reason he always sent 
me English cars.  So, maybe no one is to blame; and it’s all part of the circle of life.  If your story is like mine, 
our cars were sent to us for a reason.   I now know that I finally ended up with the Healey because I was 
being directed to the MAHC by a higher power.  God knew I was a lonely person that needed to meet some 
very nice people - like the ones in the MAHC.  

  WOW, that’s my story and I’m sticking to it.  Thanks for letting me join your club.  I’m looking 
forward to another great car summer.  See you at PIE in April ! 
 

President Dave Hatzung’s 

Very Presidential Column 
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The Presidents Informal Evening 
 

                                                                 President Dave called the March 1st meeting to order at 7:25 pm.   
There was a lengthy description of a recent open house attended by members of Mt. 
Olivet Church.  Four members of our club attended – Dan Powell, Rich Stadther, Dave 
Hatzung, and brother John Hatzung. The location was an “estate” in Minnetonka with 
many large buildings – and with lots of collectible cars !   
 
Greg Lauser reported that Rendezvous registrations totaled 24 at this time.  There are 
still more volunteers needed for the event.  
 
Next event will be the Tech Session at Scott McQueen’s garage.  It promises to be an 
interesting time inspecting his race car and other memorabilia.  Starts at 10:00 am. 
April PIE will be on the second Wednesday  - April 12th – this month only.  
 
Jim Kriz reported that the club has 76 members paid up for 2017.  More to come.  
 
Dan Powell described a trip to California recently with Jeff Johnk and Mike Manser.  They 
visited several car museums and other sites.  At one site, a guy pulled up on a 
motorcycle with a side car.  The guys walked over to see it.  Turned out that Jay Leno 
was driving it !  They had a nice conversation.  Wow! 
 
Then it was Hot Wheels Race Time !  Tom & Jane had the track all set up, and the 
competition was furious – no casualties, however.  See pics on next page.  
 
Attendees: Willodsons, Ronnings, Rixens, Hazen/Schuler, Herreid/Walmer, Powell, 
Lumbard, Stadther, Kriz, Lausers, McQueen, Moerkes, Politiski, Rossis, Wetzels, 
Andersons, Rademacher, Westbergs, Hatzung.  
Guests:  Dave Kemp, Tania Sutton, & Julian. 
 
 
 
 

InterMarque Breakfasts 

Elsie’s Restaurant, Bar and Bowling Center is the 
breakfast destination every Saturday at 8:00 AM. The 
second Saturday of the month is Ladies’ Day, though 
of course, they are welcome every week. 729 Marshall 
Street N.E., Minneapolis.  
Map at http://elsies.com. 

New! On the first and third Saturdays, the East 
Ender’s Breakfast Group meets at 9 AM at Brookside 
Bar & Grille 140 Judd Street, Marine on St Croix MN  
http://www.brooksidebarandgrill.com/  
 

InterMarque 

Newsletter 
Check out InterMarque’s multi-
marque calendar in their latest 

newsletter for even more car events! 

InterMarque.org 

                    

http://elsies.com/
http://www.brooksidebarandgrill.com/
http://intermarque.org/
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 March Hot Wheels Racing !! 

 

Fallon 
 

PIE is one of the great things about our Healey 
club. Once a month we get together for a short business 
meeting with the President, then lots of Healey talk and 
camaraderie. The room at Josephs Restaurant is very 
conducive to such a meeting - good food and drinks. 

Also one of the other ingredients is our usual 
waitress - Fallon. She is very personable and cheerful, 
and seems to remember most people’s drinks - i.e., the 
vintage race car guys usually get their gin & tonics without 
ordering! 

Fallon works at two different restaurants. Born and 
raised in St. Paul, she has worked at Josephs for about 4 
years. Fallon is studying nursing at Century College with 
the goal of being a Registered Nurse. By the pleasant way 
she deals with people, we can see that Fallon will be a 
great nurse. Best wishes to her ! 

      Tom P.  
 

 

“The Maestro” 

The Winners ! 

Dave Hatzung, Dave Kemp with son Julian,   

Jeff Lumbard, and Dan Powell.  

The Race Staff: Jane Schuler and Tom Hazen 
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Tech Session:   Scott McQueens Man Cave 

By Dan Powell 

 

This annual (so far at least) event took place at Scott McQueen’s carriage house near the U 

of M and was attended by approximately twenty-five club members.  Upon arriving we were 

met by Caribou coffee (dark and light roast), the world’s largest rolls/donuts, and the option 

of a late morning bloody mary… a very civilized event!   

The program of the day consisted of five parts.  Part one was a look around Scott’s man cave, 

which has hours of memorabilia - mostly Healey related - to linger on.  Part two was a 

viewing of Scott’s cars in the garage portion:  Street Healey, Healey race car, and Jag E-type 

coupe… drool bibs should have been provided.  

 Part three was a presentation on metal shaping by Scott Ingram.  He explained how to weld 

and manipulate aluminum and sheet steel in terms that even I understood.  Having tried 

aluminum welding in the past, I consider what he can do with metal to be magic!  

 Part four was a Power Point presentation by Scott on his current BN7 tri-carb restoration 

project at Fourintune. This car had always lived in Duluth and showed it when disassembled.  

Tom Kovacs thinks the car should be done by late spring.  

 Part five was an additional Power Point presentation on the history of Scott’s new Healey 

race car.  I doubt that any other Healey has as much documented history as #106. Part six 

(you thought there were only five parts, right?) was general conversation between members 

regarding plans and/or wish lists for the coming year.   If you were there, you know that it 

was a fun time.  If you weren’t there, you should plan to attend next year - assuming we can 

convince Scott to host another gathering. 

Attendees: 

Rod Richert, Chuck Norton, Greg Willodson, Jeff Johnk, Mike Martin, Dan Powell, Steve 

Rixen, Eileen & Gary Wetzel, Rich Stadther, Gary Oster, Tom Politiski, Bob Rolfes, Jeff 

Lumbard, Jim Manion, Dave Herreid, Mike Smith (& friend), Gary Ronning, Jim Kriz, Dave 

Hatzung, John Hatzung, and Scott McQueen. 
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Tech Pics 

 

 

Scott Ingram  –  Giving expert 
instruction on metalwork 

 

 

Loadin’ up… 

The Class… 

The aftermath… 
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Current picture from the February tour of Warren Herreid’s garage complex. 

MAHC’s  John Hatzung, Dave Hatzung, Dan Powell, and Rich Stadther. 

 

 

Blast from the Past.  Jeff Sartell is cleaning his cupboards.  From the late 1980’s….. 

Dan Powell, Jeff Lumbard, Greg Melander, Chuck Norton, and Gary Ronning. 

Hmm…..has Dan changed at all…????? 
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I Hatzung Tea Party  

 
Mary & Dave Hatzung are welcoming Spring again  

by having a club get-together at their home.  

Come join the group for an afternoon of treats and conversation. 

You need not bring anything, and there is no cost.   A top-down sunny day is guaranteed.  

 

Arrival time is 2:30 pm   Location is 6708 West Shore Drive in Edina.  

 

May 6 Begins 13th Year of MAHC’s Adopt-A-Highway  
 

The first of MAHC’s two Adopt-A-Highway clean-ups for 2017 will begin at 9 a.m. Saturday, May 
6, when we meet at Veterans Highway Roadside Park on U.S. Hwy. 61 – just north of Lake City, 
Minn.  The more the merrier and the quicker we’ll start our thirteenth year of highway clean-ups.  
Once everyone has "rested" at the modern facilities, we'll go north one mile to Villa Maria 
Roadside Park to distribute safety vests and garbage bags. 

Those who participate will receive a free lunch for representing the club in this civic activity.  
Local weather wizards are predicting mid-70s with a chance of showers.  After the pickup is 
completed we'll adjourn to a nearby eatery for lunch.  Look forward to seeing you at Veterans 
Highway Park Saturday, May 6.  

 

 

Hawaiian Roll Ham Sliders 

Ingredients: 

hawaiian sweet dinner rolls  2 pkg 

deli sandwich ham                  1 pkg      

         swiss cheese       12 slices 
 

butter, melted                   ½ Cup 

poppy seeds                    1 Tbsp 

worcestershire sauce      1 ½ Tsp 

brown or dijon mustard      1 ½ Tsp 

onion powder        dash 

 

Instructions:  
Slice top from rolls and place 
bottoms in baking pan. Layer ham 
and cheese on rolls. Replace tops. 
Combine butter,poppy 
seeds,mustard,Worcestershire, and 
onion powder and mix well. Drizzle 
over rolls. Refrigerate until butter is 
firm or overnight. Cover with foil 
and bake at 350° for 30 minutes or 
until cheese melts. Uncover and cook 
for 2 additional minutes. Serve warm 
or cold. 
 
(As served by Eileen Wetzel at their 
January Open House) 
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Events Schedule 

 

 

April 12 PIE Meeting  - (Wed)  Club meeting at 7:00 p.m. Note 2nd Wednesday. See page 2.   

April 29 Hatzung Tea Party – (Sat) Dave & Mary’s home.      Details on page 13. 

 

 

May 3  PIE Meeting  - (Wed)  Club meeting at 7:00 p.m. See page 2 

May 6  Adopt a Highway Clean-up -  (Sat)  Meet at 9:00 a.m. at the Veteran’s Hwy. 

Roadside Park at milepost 80 on US Hwy. 61 – just above Lake City, MN for the Spring 

Adopt-a-Highway clean up. Arrangements by Greg Lauser..  

May 13  InterMarque Spring Kick-Off – (Sat) The InterMarque Council will again sponsor 

this well attended event in downtown Osseo, MN.  

May 19-21  Vintage GT Challenge – (Fri - Sun) This will be the weekend for the Spring Vintage 

races at RoadAmerica in Elkhart Lake, WI. 

May 27 Spring Chicken Drive – (Sat) – Meet at 9:00 am at the Family Fresh Market in 

Hudson, WI. The Rindts will guide you through the curvy WI roads to Maiden Rock, WI 

for lunch.  Please send RSVP by 5/19.  See enclosed flyer.  

 

.  

June 1-4 Rendezvous 2017  -  (Thurs-Sun) This will be the 27th year for the annual Vintage 

Sports Car Rendezvous.  The location this year will be in Grand Rapids, MN and 

sponsored by the MN Austin Healey Club.  Get your hotel reservations in early!   

June 7                     PIE Meeting  - (Wed)  Club meet at 7:00 p.m. See page 2 

June 10 Moerke Party – (Sat) Tom & June Moerke will be hosting a party at their home 

in Hudson, WI.  (a special time for them!) 

June 10–11 Walleye Rally – (Sat-Sun) Hosted by Dave Tobin of the Mercedes-Benz Club.    

June 17 Amery Competition Run – (Sat) Excellent test running of your favorite Sports Car 

orchestrated by Greg Willodson.  

June 23-25  Back to the 50’s Car Show – (Fri-Sun) This huge annual show will be at the MN 

State Fairgrounds again – 10,000 cars…or more??  (note corrected dates) 

June 24  Coulee Classic Rally – (Sat) 10:00 am at Maiden Rock Village Park in Maiden 

Rock, WI. The 25th Annual Rally.  Led by Ed Solstad.  

June 25 InterMarque Picnic – (Sun) The first monthly InterMarque picnic of the season. Join 

your fellow British enthusiasts for a picnic at Cherokee Park in St. Paul. 

June 30  Blackhawk Farms Raceway Healey-Alfa Track Day – (Fri) An opportunity to 

run your car at a genuine race track. Contact Steve Rixen of the MAHC or Neil 

Anderson of the Midwest Region AH Club.  
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 Events Schedule 

July 5  PIE Meeting  - (Wed)  Club meet at 7:00 p.m.  See page 2 for details.   
July 8 Greenway Party – (Sat) Rixens will plan a short drive to land at Steve & Sue Greenway’s 

home in Cumberland, WI. Details later.   

July 9 – 14 AHCA Conclave – (Sun-Fri) This huge annual event will be held in Waco, Texas this 

year.  Lots of cars, lots of people, lots of Healey talk !  Reserve early.  

July 16  Mexican Fiesta Party – (Sun) Mike & Gloria Lynch will again host their annual Fiesta !  

July 20–23  Races at RoadAmerica.  (Thur-Sun) This is the super big annual vintage car race 

event held at RoadAmerica in Elkhart Lake, WI.  

July 22  Stine/Martin Picnic – (Sat) Always delicious food in a gorgeous rural setting.   

July 30  Intermarque Picnic – (Sun) 1:00 p.m.  Monthly gathering for a picnic at Cherokee Park 

in St. Paul.  Bring your own food and refreshments.  

August  2  PIE Meeting  - (Wed)  Club meeting at 7:00 p.m.  See page 2 

August  5  Herreid Pizza Party  – (Sat) Rixens will plan a short drive to end up at Dave & Daphne’s 

home on the river near Afton for wood-roasted Pizza.  

August  12 The “New” Brit Fest – (Sat) At Lakefront Park in Hudson, WI.  Sponsored by the 

                                        MN MG Group.  

August 19 Royal British Car Show – (Sat) At the Jaguar dealership in Minnetonka, MN. 

August 20 Ambli Norwegian Picnic (Sat) Take a drive to Carlton, MN to enjoy Fred and Sandy’s 

hospitality – and steaks !   

August  26 Amery Airport Run – (Sat) Greg Willodson will hold a second run at Amery, WI. 

August  27  Intermarque Picnic – (Sun) 1:00 p.m. Monthly gathering for a picnic at Cherokee Park 

in St. Paul.  Bring your own food and refreshments.  

Sept. 6  PIE Meeting – (Wed.) Club meeting at 7:00 p.m.  See page 2.  

Sept. 9  Wheels n Wings – (Sat) Osceola, WI.  Car and Air Show.   

Sept  10 – 15 Monterey International Healey Week – (Mon-Fri) This apparently will be one very 

large gathering of Austin Healey owners & enthusiasts. 

Sept. 15-17 Fall Vintage Race Festival -  Held at RoadAmerica in Elkhart Lake, WI. A great 

opportunity to see vintage racing up close.  Watch our members racing up close !   

Sept. 22-24 Waumandee Hill Climb – (Fri-Sun) The annual vintage car uphill slalom will be held 

under the direction of Tom Hazen.  Not to miss !  

Sept. 24 Intermarque Picnic – (Sun) 1:00 pm  Monthly gathering for a picnic at Cherokee Park in 

St. Paul.  Bring your own food and refreshments.  

Sept. 30  Dawson Party – (Sat) Phil and Stefanie Dawson will be hosting a party at their home in 

River Falls, WI.  Details later. 

Oct. 4  PIE Meeting – (Wed) Club meeting at 7:00 p.m.  See page 2. 

Oct. 7 Adopt a Highway Clean-up - (Sat) The second of our two clean-ups for the year is to 

be on this date.  Arrangements by Greg Lauser.  

Oct. 21  Mathews Model Train Event – (Sat) Come and enjoy the wonderful result of many 

years’ layout construction by Dick Mathews.  Multiple trains, beautiful buildings, & bridges.   

Nov. 1  PIE Meeting – (Wed) Club meeting at 7:00 p.m.  See page 2. 

Nov. 11  Annual Banquet / Business Meeting Party – (Sat) The annual dinner, election of 

officers, and business meeting will occur on this evening at Joseph’s Grill.    

Dec. 2  Planning Breakfast – (Sat) The schedule of events for 2018 will be on the agenda for 

this meeting hosted by Phil Dawson at Joseph’s Restaurant in St. Paul. A Board of Directors 
meeting will follow.   

Dec. 6 PIE Meeting – (Wed) Club meeting at 7:00 p.m.  See page 2.  

 
 Please note that the 2018 Events Schedule is tentative and may be incomplete. 
 Watch for announcements and changes as the year progresses.   

 

 



   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minnesota Austin Healey Club Inc. 
Gary Ronning, Editor 
1019 Ridge Haven Circle 
Buffalo, MN  55313 

First Class Postage 

 

MARKETPLACE  
 

Marketplace policy:  All ads are free to current members.  For non-members, the charge is $5.00 per month. 
Ads will be run for three months after which time the advertiser needs to submit new ad copy.  Please inform 

the editor if your item or items have been sold during the three month period so the ad can be removed.   

 
 

   

1960 Austin Healey for sale     Restored in the 1990's, runs great, painted red with red leather seats 
and red upholstery, 72 spoke chrome wheels. Set of 48 & 60 wheels included. Transmission 
converted to Toyota - original side shift transmission included needs work (shifts hard). Overdrive 
worked great when removed.  Engine was completely rebuilt, as was most everything else. Has two 
electric fuel pumps - switchable. New top and tonneau cover. Asking $39,900. Will send pictures 
via e-mail.     Call 651-385-5963.   E-mail wdaleginny@msn.com  in Red Wing, MN.       
 

For Sale: Original 6 Cylinder Healey Radiator with a new modern High Efficiency Core.  Way more 
cooling for your Big Healey than the original radiator you have now. $495 with your trade-in leaky, 
plugged, overheating original radiator.  Compare with $800+ new non-original radiators available out 
there. Call Steve Rixen, 612-877-1938. 
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