
 

 
 
                     
          
 
 

 

             
 

 

           
 

 
                 
          
                                          
 
 
           
 
 
 
                                                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                       

        HHeeaalleeyy  EEnntthhuussiiaasstt  

 The 

Volume XX   No. 8                                                                                                          August 2009  
 

 

  August Events 

         Wed.  Aug  5            President’s Informal Evening  -  PIE     

           Sun.  Aug  9             Lauser / Stine Tour  & Picnic 

 Sat.   Aug 15           Brit Fest at Ellingson’s 

 Sat.   Aug  22          Amery Airport Autocross VI 

   

 

 

Rod taking a ride with Steve and Scott doing the timing 
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THE HEALEY ENTHUSIAST 
The official publication of the Minnesota Austin Healey Club, THE HEALEY ENTHUSIAST, is published 12 times per year 

for the benefit of its members.  Articles which appear in THE HEALEY ENTHUSIAST are the opinions of the authors and 

do not express the position of the Minnesota Austin Healey Club on any matter unless specifically noted.  We do our best to 

ensure accuracy but cannot be held responsible for errors and omissions.  Contributions are welcome on any subject related to 

Healeys, club members, or of general interest to the classic car hobby.  Material from THE HEALEY ENTHUSIAST may be 

reprinted in any other publication provided reciprocal article use permission is granted by that publication.  Deadline for 

submissions to the editor is the 15
th
 of the month prior to the next issue.  Classified ads are free for MAHC members, $5.00 

for non-members.  For display rates contact newsletter advertising.  The Minnesota Austin Healey Club is affiliated with the 

Austin Healey Club of America. 

MAHC STAFF 

President ROD RICHERT 

 651-439-4028 

 richertrod@gmail.com   

Vice President KATY OLSON 

 612-789-1225 

                                 Katy393@gmail.com 

Treasurer JIM KLEIN 

 763-559-1607 

 abmake@citilink.com 

Membership  JIM KRIZ 

 612-374-2666 

 jkriz1@comcast.net 

Newsletter  GARY RONNING 

         Editor 1019 Ridge Haven Circle  

 Buffalo, MN  55313 

 763-684-4041 

 gtronning@aol.com 

Video Librarian JIM WOJCIK 

 651-653-4523 

 jvwojcik@comcast.net    

WebMaster JOHN SNYDER 

 952-929-4792 

 mnhealey@consistentc.com 

Email DAVE LEE 

     Broadcaster 651-489-3157 

 dlee@usfamily.net  

Name Tags TOM HAZEN 

 myliberty@comcast.net  

National Delegate GREG LAUSER 

 715-262-9813 

 glauser@pressenter.com  

Intermarque ANDY LINDBERG 

              Delegate 651-292-8585 

 andylindberg@earthlink.net  

Regalia GARY RONNING 

 763-684-4041 

 gtronning@aol.com 

Technical  

          Resources 

      Sprite CHUCK NORTON 

 651-483-0836                

      100 CURTIS CARLSON       

 612-721-8667  

     3000 & JEFF JOHNK 

           Modified 952-461-2720 

      Jensen TOM POLITISKI 

            Healey 218-367-2168 

 

Board of  TOM HAZEN, Chairman 

        Directors JIM KRIZ 

 MIKE MANSER 

 SCOTT MCQUEEN 

 WAYNE SODERBECK 

 

Minnesota  

Web Site www.mnhealey.com 

 

National 

Web Site www.healeyclub.org  

  

  

   

 

 

It's half time in the 2009 Austin-Healey events schedule 
and the heart of the summer.  We've two Lynch picnics 
under our belts (literally!) and three more picnics to go--
the Lauser-Stine, the Healey-Morgan, and the Huston-
Soderbeck.  I've heard it said that the Minnesota 
Austin-Healey hosted Rendezvous was the best ever, 
and the July 11th Gymkhana was the best attended in 
recent memory with more Healey members 
participating.  I think we sometimes take for granted the 
core of members that year after year put together an 
ambitious and fun series of events.  I know that as a 
new president in Dec. 2008, I was confident going into 
the annual planning meeting that the "usual suspects" 
would put forth a great 2009 calendar of events. 
 
The only possible fly in the ointment is the dwindling 
Healey participation in Tom Hazen's speed events in 
Afton and Amery.  Tom does a great job and selflessly 
devotes a ton of work for each event.  At the July PIE, 
Tom noted the spare MAHC attendance and said that 
he's happy to continue to run Healey speed events as 
long as there is Healey participation.  The next event is 
the second of this year's Amery speed runs on 
Saturday, August 22.  Let's boost our participation--if 
you can't devote a full day, do a half day.  Run, watch, 
take a turn as a corner worker -- be there and join in 
the fun! 
 
Ten years ago this August design submissions were solicited for 
the first ever Minnesota Austin-Healey Club sponsored Conclave, 
the logo to be used on regalia, advertising, website, banners and 
dash plaques. 
 
Twenty years ago this August, the one and only International 
Beach Party and Fun Day was hosted by and held at Tom 
Politiski's home on Ottertail Lake. There was Funkhana, Morgan 
and Healey test drives, water skiing and swimming on a sugar 
sand beach. (Let's do it again!--pres.) 

 

Presidential 

Proclamations 
By Rod Richert 

mailto:richertrod@gmail.com
mailto:barbara1760@comcast.net
mailto:mnhealey@consistentc.com
mailto:dlee@usfamily.net
mailto:glauser@pressenter.com
mailto:andylindberg@earthlink.net
http://www.mnhealey.com/
http://www.healeyclub.org/
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Breakfast at the Peg   
Come to this casual event (most) every Saturday 

morning about 8:00 a.m. for great food, reasonable 

prices, & lots of Intermarque car enthusiasts. It’s a 

fun way to start off your weekend !   

  Bring your appetite !     

 The location:     The Square Peg Diner 
             2021 East Hennepin Ave. 

            Minneapolis, MN  55414 

 

PIE 

(President’s Informal Evening) 

 

Date: Wednesday  August 5th  

Time: 7:00 p.m. (or before)  

Place: Fort Snelling Officers Club  

  

This location is on Hwy. 5 (east of I-494) 

on the southeast side of the Mpls./St. Paul Intl. 

Airport. Exit at the Post Road ramp, turn south 

(east) towards the river and proceed on to the road 

heading for the park, take the first left and wind 

around to the Officers Club building.  

Come and enjoy refreshments and/or food 

with the friendly club members, catch up on news 

& events, and discuss cars & restorations. 

 

  
 

The PIE Platter 

    By Katy Olson 

               

Attendees for PIE with the President on Wednesday, 

July 1st included: Curt Carlson, George Critner, 

Jeffrey Gordien, Tom Hazen, Jan Huston, Jeff Johnk, 

Britt & Spook Johns, Jim Klein, Jim Kriz, Nancy & 

Greg Lauser, Dave Lee, Andy Lindberg, Jeff 

Lumbard, Dale & Barb Martin, Mike Martin, Scott 

McQueen, June & Tom Moerke, Larry Nimmerfroh, 

Katy Olson, Dan Powell, Cheryl & Dave 

Rademacher, Rod Richert, Kim & Steve Rixen, Barb 

& Gary Ronning, Wayne Soderbeck, Rich Stadther, 

Jack Stein, Betty & Carl Stine + friend, and Eileen & 

Gary Wetzel. 

Rod Richert called the meeting to order at 7:15pm. 

Updates/Announcements: 

 We’ll keep it brief tonight so you can get back 

to chatting. 

 Rendezvous: Remember to submit your 

receipts ASAP so we can close the books on 

the event 

 Steve Rixen is officially retiring from 

NWA/Delta on July 17 and will be back at his 

shop in Hudson! 

July Financial Update: 

We essentially broke even on Rendezvous this year, 

which was our goal. There is approximately $1k left 

over in the black, but all receipts haven’t been turned 

in yet for reimbursement. 

Rendezvous: See financial update above. Also there 

are left over T-Shirts, if you’d like to purchase one. 

We also have dash medallions for $3 each. Buy one 

and help us cover our costs!  Everyone was very 

pleased with how Rendezvous turned out. From all 

accounts we did a fantastic job, and Thunder Bay is 

gearing up to try and top us! Well done everyone! 

BIR: Jeff Johnk announced that the vintage racing at 

Brainerd with the Minis was fantastic. It’s the best 

vintage racing he’s seen in awhile. Consider heading 

to Elkhart Lake next on 7-18! 

Bonneville September 16-19, 2009: A number of 

folks are considering a run to Bonneville to see the 

replica land speed record winning Healey run again. 

The car is still under construction, so we’ll be 

monitoring its progress before we finalize plans. 

See you at the next PIE, Wednesday August 5! 

 
 

Addresses ! 
Please let us know if you have had any changes in 

name, address, phone number, or email address 

recently. Also spouse email addresses are welcome,  

so club activities and info can be better distributed to 

all members.  Thank you ! 
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8
th
 Annual Austin Healey Club Gymkhana 

 The day was bright, the B&B parking lot was beautiful, and the cars turned out.  

Scott McQueen and Aaron Courteau got it organized, and the event was well received.  

There were a lot more vintage cars this year (check the results on page 5).  That was 

nice to see !  Quite an assortment of marques were present too, which cranks up the 

competition between drivers for the fastest times.  Spectators were in abundance !  

Word must be getting around that the Gymkhana is a fun event to watch as well as 

drive.  Male and female drivers both tried their hands at the wheels.  There were 

refreshments at the event, and a number of the participants gathered for lunch 

afterwards.  A most enjoyable time !!   

p.s. Thanks to Scott, Aaron, and all their helpers for a great job.                                 Ed. 

  



  

     
FTD Driver Year Make Model Color mem/paid Car # 1st C 2nd C 3rd C 4th C 5th C 

1:38.81 Phil Ethier 1979 Catherhm Seven yellow vintage 7 1:38.81 1 1:46.25   1:45.53 1 1:53.12   1:51.22   

1:44.22 J. Fohrenkamm 1976 Triumph Spitfire blue vintage 2 DNF   1:44.22   1:55.91 1 1:46.50       

1:45.44 Aaron Courteau 2005 Lotus Elise red mem/vol 111 1:48.47   1:45.44   2:04.88 1 1:45.94   1:45.50   

1:45.94 Dan Wolters 1956 Au-Healey 100GT orange member 5 1:48.72   1:45.94   1:48.15   1:49.13 2     

1:46.03 Jess Meyer 1980 Porsche 911 brown vintage 690 1:50.19 1 1:46.03               

1:46.96 Mike Gaddis 1967 Lotus Seven yel/grn vintage 17 1:46.96   DNF   1:48.60   1:48.56   1:49.69   

1:47.38 Tom Hazen 2005 Mitsubishi LancerEvo silver mem/vol 0 1:47.38   1:47.93 1             

1:47.65 Steve Rixen 1957 Au-Healey 100-6 yellow mem/vol 6 1:49.25   1:46.53 1 1:58.28 2 1:51.00   1:47.65   

1:51.41 D. McCullough 1977 MG B white member 16 1:52.13   1:49.41 1             

1:51.47 Tom Wolters 1960 Au-Healey Bugeye green member 13 1:55.75 1 1:54.78 1 1:51.47           

1:52.03 Alex Donaldson 2000 Lotus Elise blue vintage 6 1:54.81   1:53.34 1 1:52.03           

1:52.40 Saji Weera 1996 Mazda Miata blue member 4 1:52.40   1:52.81 1 1:54.78 1         

1:53.91 A.J. Donalson 2000 Lotus Elise blue vintage 6 1:56.53   1:53.91   1:54.59           

1:55.25 Frank Howard 1971 Lotus Elan yellow vintage 1 1:55.25   1:56.09   1:56.53   1:55.75 1     

1:56.35 Mitch Steinhoff 2003 Volkswag GTI black volunteer 177 1:52.35 2                 

1:57.79 Kevin Riba 1991 BMW 318 white modern 71 2:02.78   1:57.97   1:58.81   1:57.79   1:58.41   

1:58.13 Doug Burch 1980 Triumph Spitfire white vintage 80 2:02.09   1:59.44   1:58.72   1:58.13       

1:58.16 Brian Duoos 1973 Jn-Healey   silver member 9 1:58.16 1 1:55.81 2 1:58.88 1 1:58.16   2:06.00   

1:59.91 Terry Telke 1971 TVR   brown vintage 11 2:05.75   1:59.91   2:04.09   2:03.15 1 2:08.44   

2:12.38 Katy Olson 1970 Volvo P1800 yellow mem/vol 3 2:12.38                   

2:13.69 Gary Wetzel 1967 Au-Healey BJ7 blue member 77 2:17.97   2:13.69               

2:18.16 Eileen Wetzel 1967 Au-Healey BJ7 blue member 77 2:36.50   2:18.16               

20 cars / 22 drivers = 11 MAHC members / 6 Lotus eaters 
             

"Got 'em"  Award     -   most cones/run=(2)Brian Duoos+Dan Wolters+ Mitch Steinhoff+ Steve Rixen 

        
"Can't  Miss'em" Award     -   most cones/day=(4) Brian Duoos 

            
"No Penalty" Award  -  perfect runs all day (no cones)=K Olson+ K Riba+ D Burch+ E Wetzel+ G Wetzel+ AJ Donaldson 

     
"Good Learner" Award   -   best run/last run=D Burch+ S Rixen+ E Wetzel+ G Wetzel+J Meyer 

         
"Increased Confidence" Award   -   best run/ 1st run=P Ethier+ T Hazen+ S Weera+ F Howard+ M Steinhoff+ K Olson 

     
"Most Improved" Award  -  ( -18 seconds) Eileen Wetzel 

             
Most Backfires / run = (10) Steve Rixen 

              
Best Healey = Dan Wolters 

                 

8
th

 ANNUAL GYMKHANA  INVITATIONAL  –  BROWN & BIGELOW  –  JULY 11, 2009 
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Rendezvous 2009 

Ashland Car Show Results 
          By Tom Politiski 

 

Yellow/Brown Class 
 

1. Bob Kessler - 1958 Bugeye Sprite 

 

2. Ralph Zerbe - 1959 Triumph Standard 10 

 

3. Al Ramsay - 1969 Triumph GT-6 
 

Green Class 
 

1. Nicolas Nyhus - 1976 MGB 

 

2. Larry Le Clerc - 1949 MG-TC 

 

3. Rob Sylvester - 1976 Triumph TR-6 
 

Blue Class 
 

1. Andy Lindberg - 1978 Citroen 2CV 

 

2. Jon Clementson - 1972  Triumph TR-6 

 

3. Jeff Lumbard - 1968 Austin Moke 

 

4. Wayne Soderbeck - 1966 MG Midget 
 

Red Class 
  

1. Jon Block - 1958 Bugeye Sprite 

 

2. Mike Lynch - 1967 Austin Healy 3000 

 

3. Glen Paterson - 1966 Austin Healey Sprite 

 

4. John Kallaus - 1960 Triumph TR-3 

 

5. Sue Joppa - 1965  Austin Healey 3000 
 

Black & White Class 
 

1. Dale Martin - 1957 Jaguar XK-150 

 

2. Doug Baker - 1956 Jaguar XK-140 

 

3. Dick Mathews - 1957 AC Bristol 

 

4. John Ruggeberg - 1973 Jaguar XKE 

 

5. Gary Ronning - 1962 Austin Healey 3000 
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LYNCH JAGUAR-HEALEY FIESTA 
    (AND IMPROMPTU DRIVE!) 
 
  
  
 After cloudy, record cold highs all week preceding the Lynch Healey-Jaguar Fiesta, Sunday July 19

th
 was a 

perfect sunny 75 degrees in Chanhassen. Many beautiful cars arrived to squeeze in to Mike’s driveway. After 
meandering through his fabulous garage, guests settled on the deck with delicious margaritas and Mexican beer. 
 This event had no official drive with it, although Tom and June Moerke and Jim and Barbara Wojcik were 
waylaid to Waconia courtesy of Google Maps!  Luckily there was still plenty of food left when they finally arrived. 
 We began with chef Mike Lynch's appetizers of chips and dips, tomato with egg chorizo, prawn and corn 
cakes with lime mayo and ensalada rosaura (salad).  Catered "Entrees by Diane" were tacos, enchiladas, and 
tamales with sides of re-fried beans with cheese and mixed tropical fruit--papaya, mango and pineapple.  Dessert 
was lime sorbet with coconut.  The offerings were interesting and very enjoyable !! 
 
 Healey members enjoying Gloria Lynch's garden and house tours included Larry Nimmerfroh, Dale and 
Barb Martin, George Arthur, and Rod Richert.  Members driving Healeys--Steve and Kim Rixen, Gary and Eileen 
Wetzel, Tom and June Moerke, Jim and Barbara Wojcik, Greg and Nancy Lauser, and Carl and Betty Stine (in 
Betty's "new" Mustang powered Sebring "Healey clone"!).  MAHC members that drove Jags to the picnic were David 
and Kim Meek and John and Carol Shorrock.  
 
                                                                                                                                                      by Rod Richert  

RS     RSVPs necessary for 5
th

 Pierce County Picnic! 
The                Minnesota Austin-Healey Club’s fabulous catered picnic & drive 

 

 The 5th Annual Pierce County Parade & Picnic hosted and catered by Betty & Carl Stine and Nancy & 

 Greg Lauser is scheduled Sunday, Aug. 9 at the Stine Ranch in Beldenville, Wisconsin. We changed 

 the event to Sunday, so those attending Steve and Diane Rindt’s “Rally in the Valley” can join us on 

 the way home. RSVPs are required no later than 8 p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 5. 

 

 The day’s festivities will begin at 1:30 p.m. with the driving tour. The picnic starts at 2:30 p.m. Those 

  who want to make the drive should meet at Pt. Douglas Park on the shore of Lake St. Croix  

 – just before you cross the U.S. Hwy. 10 bridge into Prescott between 1-1:30 p.m. 

 

 At $10 per person you get a catered picnic at the beautiful Stine Ranch, including a tour of Carl’s 

  “Tree House in the Woods” and a brief driving tour of scenic Pierce County’s back roads around  

 Prescott and Beldenville. 

 

 To be sure they “thin the soup” enough for everyone attending, reservations are necessary. If anyone  

 leaves Betty’s house hungry,  it’s their own fault. Those who have attended past picnics know  

 there is never a lack of good food to eat. That includes Carl’s famous husk-on sweet corn, three meat  

 choices, salads and munchies galore.  By special request, Betty is making her wonderful English Trifle  

 dessert this year and, naturally, there  will be dessert alternatives.  

 

 Make your reservations by e-mail at glauser@pressenter.com, or call Greg & Nancy at 715-262-9813 

 no later than 8 p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 5. If you’re planning to skip the driving tour, Greg can provide 

 directions directly to the Stine Ranch.  See you in Wisconsin! 

  

 

mailto:glauser@pressenter.com
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Eileen The Gardens 

The Cars 

The Deck 
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Events Schedule 2009   

                                       

August 5 **  PIE Meeting – (Wed) Meet at 7:00 p.m.  See page 3.  

August 6-9   Rally in the Valley – (Thurs-Sun) This is a European Inter-Marque Sports Car Event  

   sponsored by the Minnesota MG Group.  Hosts are Steve and Diane Rindt – phone 715- 
   832-8316.  Location is Eau Claire, WI. Hotel reservations at Sleep Inn – 715-874-2900. 

August 9 **  Lauser /Stine Tour & Picnic – (Sun) There will be a driving tour ending up at Carl & 

   Betty Stine’s for a Picnic at their beautiful farm in Beldenville, WI.  See page 7.   

August 15   BRIT FEST – All British Swap Meet/Car Show – (Sat) 10:00 a.m.  This event  

   has been held at the Ellingson Car Museum on Hwy. 94 in Rogers, MN for the past twelve 
   years. It’s a great place to buy or sell parts and to show your car.  Sponsored by MMGG. 

August 22 **  Amery Airport Autocross VI – (Sat) Another Hazen Hodown !  See page 9.   

August 30   Intermarque Picnic – (Sun) 1:00 p.m.  Cherokee Park – St. Paul, MN. 

 

   ** - Denotes an official MAHC club activity 
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Events Schedule 2009 
 
 

September 2 ** PIE Meeting – (Wed) Meet at 7:00 p.m.  See page 3. 

September 11-13 Fall Vintage Race Festival XXIV -  Held at RoadAmerica in Elkhart Lake, WI. A 

great opportunity to rub shoulders with the drivers and see the race cars up close.  Call Jeff 
J., Dan P., or Jeff L. for details.  

September 12  Wheels ‘n Wings – (Sat)  8:00 a.m.  Looks like the event is still alive. Lots of cars and 

books.  Airplanes , a train ride, hot dogs, and friendly people make it an enjoyable day in 
Osceola, WI. 

September 13 ** Morgan - Healey Picnic – (Sun) Herb and Marsha are hosting again. Details tba. 

September 13  Charity Auto Show – (Sun) 2
nd

 Annual in Wayzata.  See page 8 for details.  

September 27 **     Huston - Soderbeck Fall Picnic (Sun) 1:00 p.m. at the Soderbeck home in Roberts 

WI.  Details later by Jan Huston and Wayne Soderbeck.  
 

October 7 ** PIE Meeting – (Wed) Meet at 7:00 p.m.  See page 3. 

October 10 ** Adopt A Highway Clean-up  (Sat) 9:00 a.m. The second of our two clean-ups for the 

year is to take place on this date.  Arranged by Greg Lauser. 

October 10** Fall Color Tour - (Sat.)  2:00 p.m.The final drive of the year to enjoy the beautiful Fall 

tree colors.   Details later. 

 

November 4 ** PIE Meeting – (Wed) Meet at 7:00 p.m.  See page 3. 

November 7 ** Charity Event – (Sat) Dale Martin will schedule our club to take part in a repeat food 

packaging charitable exercise for Feed My Starving Children. Details later.  

November 21 ** Annual Business Meeting Party – (Sat) The annual business meeting, election of 

officers, and dinner banquet will occur on this evening at the Fort Snelling Officer’s Club.   
Arrangements being made by Mike Martin.  

 

December 2 ** PIE Meeting – (Wed) Meet at 7:00 p.m.  See page 3. 

December 5 ** Planning Breakfast – (Sat) The schedule of events for 2010 will be on the agenda for 

this meeting.  Katy Olson will select the site.  

December 5 ** Annual MAHC Board of Directors Meeting – (Sat) The Board of Directors will 

meet following the Planning Breakfast to ratify the 2010 Schedule of Official MAHC Activities 
(tentatively set for 11:00 a.m.)  

 

  ** - Denotes an official MAHC club activity 

 

Special Event:  September 16 – 19, 2009 is the projected time for a special event at the Bonneville 

Salt Flats in Utah.  An Australian group has re-manufactured an original A-H Endurance car 
and also a copy of the original Streamliner from the mid 1950s.  If all goes well, they plan to 
have them at Bonneville for testing – see article in the May 2009 Healey Marque.  They have 
a website to check the progress of their plans.  That address is: 
www.healeysreturntobonneville.com . You may want to attend !!  

 
 
 

June 17-20 Rendezvous 2010 -  (Thurs – Sun) Location for 2010 will be at the Best Western 

Nor’Wester Resort Hotel in Thunder Bay, Ontario.  Reserve early !   
 

http://www.healeysreturntobonneville.com/


   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minnesota Austin Healey Club 
Gary Ronning, Editor 
1019 Ridge Haven Circle 
Buffalo, MN  55313 

First Class Postage 

 

MARKETPLACE  
 

Marketplace policy:  All ads are free to current members.  For non-members, the charge is $5.00 per month. 
Ads will be run for three months after which time the advertiser needs to submit new ad copy.  Please inform 

the editor if your item or items have been sold during the three month period so the ad can be removed.  
 

 
 

WANTED:  High speed 3.54 rear end or gear set to fit BJ8.   Contact Dan Stromquist @ 952-831-1340 
 Ext 1.  (5/09) 

FOR SALE:  1966 A-H 3000 BJ8.  British Racing Green w/Black interior. Approx. 75M miles. Well 
maintained and in excellent condition. Owned since 1985. Call Bob Thomas at 651-748-9153. (6/09) 

 

FOR SALE:  1962 A-H 3000 Mk II – Needs full restoration.  Brian McCullough found it - located near 
Wyoming, MN.  For information, email to russellj@loftenlabel.com .  (6/09) 
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