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AUGUST EVENTS  
           Sat.    Aug. 2  Woodland Hills Winery            
    Wed.   Aug. 6             PIE Meeting  
    Sat.     Aug. 9  Brit Fest / Morgan-Healey Picnic 
       Sat.     Aug. 16  Royal British Car Show 
    Sat.     Aug. 16         Greenway Wisconsin Drive 
           Sat.     Aug. 23   Amery Airport Run #2     
    Sun.     Aug. 31         Cherokee Park Picnic 
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THE HEALEY ENTHUSIAST 
The official publication of the Minnesota Austin Healey Club, a Minnesota Non-Profit Corporation.  THE HEALEY 
ENTHUSIAST, is published 12 times per year for the benefit of its members.  Articles which appear in THE HEALEY 
ENTHUSIAST are the opinions of the authors and do not express the position of the Minnesota Austin Healey Club on any 
matter unless specifically noted.  We do our best to ensure accuracy but cannot be held responsible for errors and omissions.  
Contributions are welcome on any subject related to Healeys, club members, or of general interest to the classic car hobby.  
Material from THE HEALEY ENTHUSIAST may be reprinted in any other publication provided reciprocal article use 
permission is granted by that publication.  Deadline for submissions to the editor is the 15th of the month prior to the next 
issue.  Classified ads are free for MAHC members, $5.00 for non-members.  For display rates contact newsletter advertising.  
The Minnesota Austin Healey Club Inc. is operating as a Minnesota Non-Profit Corporation and is affiliated with the Austin 
Healey Club of America, Inc. 

MAHC STAFF 
 

President GREG WILLODSON 
 763-390-4133 
 greg.willodson@gmail.com   
Vice President CURT CARLSON 
 612-251-7492 
                                mnhealey@gmail.com  
Treasurer JIM MANION  
 jmanionep@aol.com 
Membership  JIM KRIZ 
 612-374-2666 
 jkriz1@comcast.net 
Newsletter  GARY RONNING 
         Editor 1019 Ridge Haven Circle  
 Buffalo, MN  55313 
 763-684-4041 
 gtronning@aol.com 
Video Librarian JEFF JOHNK 
 952-461-2720 
 jeffj@centuryrefining.com    
WebMaster JOHN SNYDER 
 952-929-4792 
 jvs@consistentc.com 
Email DAVE LEE 
     Broadcaster 715-837-1751 
 dlee@usfamily.net  
Name Tags TOM HAZEN 
 myliberty@comcast.net  
National Delegate EILEEN WETZEL 
 763-541-9571 
 econlon@hotmail.com   
Intermarque SUZANNE WILLODSON 
              Delegate 763-390-4133 
 suzanne.willodson@gmail.com  
Regalia GARY RONNING 
 763-684-4041 
 gtronning@aol.com 
Technical  
          Resources 
      Sprite CHUCK NORTON 
 651-483-0836                
      100 CURT CARLSON       
 612-251-7492  
     3000 & JEFF JOHNK 
           Modified 952-461-2720 
      Jensen TOM POLITISKI 
            Healey 218-367-2168 
 
Board of   
        Directors CURT CARLSON  
 GREG LAUSER 
 JEFF LUMBARD, Chmn. 
 DAN POWELL  
 STEVE RIXEN  
  
Minnesota  
Web Site www.mnhealey.com 
 
National 
Web Site www.healeyclub.org  
  
  
   
 

PIE 
(President’s Informal Evening) 

 
Date: Wednesday  August 6th 
Time: 7:00 p.m. (or before)  
Place: Fort Snelling Officers Club  
  

This location is on Hwy. 5 (east of I-494) 
on the southeast side of the Mpls./St. Paul Intl. 
Airport. Exit at the Post Road ramp, turn south 
(east) towards the river and proceed on to the road 
heading for the park, take the first left and wind 
around to the Officers Club building.  

Come and enjoy refreshments and/or food 
with the friendly club members, catch up on news 
& events, and discuss cars & restorations. 
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mailto:mnhealey@gmail.com
mailto:jeffj@centuryrefining.com
mailto:jvs@consistentc.com
mailto:dlee@usfamily.net
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mailto:suzanne.willodson@gmail.com
http://www.mnhealey.com/
http://www.healeyclub.org/
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In a Healey, getting there is usually way more than half the fun.  When the destination is the annual Stine-Martin 
picnic, the calculation changes; and we’re right down around half again. We call Healeys 2-seaters and 4-
seaters, but somehow it never sunk in with me that a Healey might actually transport more than 2 adults at a 
time. Diane, Geoff, and Giorgio Rossi proved that it could be done - with Geoff volunteering to take the back seat. 
The drive home was great fun.  We buzzed the countryside and the freeways, where Giorgio hit the gas and 
never gave up the lead the whole way home!  
 

 

 

 
Attempting to pass the Rossis on 
 I-94 just over the Wisconsin-
Minnesota border. 

 Leaving the Stine Farm.  
Photo by Eileen Wetzel. 

 
The Wetzels zooming along I-94. 

 

 
Fred Ambli and Sandie Swenson 
approaching the round-about near 
Beldenville. 

 
 

The 
Presi
dent
ial 
Cor
ner 

 

By 
Greg 

Will
odso

n 
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On what would have been Donald Healey’s 116th birthday, President Obama was over at Matt’s bar having 
a Juicy Lucy and our club president was deftly overseeing our monthly meeting at the Officer’s Club. 
Although no one from Minnesota made it to Conclave in West Virginia this year, we had a number of people 
comment that this year’s Rendezvous in Thunder Bay was one of the very best ever.   47 Healey Club members 
attended.  Highlights included a Barn Dance! 

Conclave 2015 in Gettysburg will surely be a must-see. It’s been moved to July to accommodate the 
teachers amongst us.  In 2003, I drove a Bugeye around Gettysburg during a Sprite gathering. The roads are 
superb, the countryside beautiful, and the battlefield is humbling, hallowed ground. I urge all of us who might 
possibly make it, to do so.  It is surely worth the trip. 

Back to the 50’s was fun. Apparently. While I was battling mosquitoes at my lake place, Rich Stadther, 
Byron Peterson and others were tooling around the fairgrounds ogling and cat-calling at all the silky smooth 
bodies.   

Amery was postponed due to the threat of weather that never actually materialized.  Blame it on the 
weather-guessers.  I think we’d have more success if we all just gave up on predictions any further in advance 
than 20 minutes.  It’s been rescheduled for the weekend of July 12th. 

I missed the Cherokee Park Picnic too, due to one of Henry’s last baseball games.  I hear there were 25-
30 attendees and customized cupcakes.  Reportedly, the Citroen club was most impressed with the cupcakes.  
This answers the question we all had: “What does it really take to impress a Citroen owner?” 

Upcoming events include Amery, Road America, Lynch’s Mexican Fiesta, Beldenville Picnic, Triumph 
Winery run, Britfest, Waumandee Hillclimb and Dave Herried reportedly wants us to come out to Afton for a 
picnic.  The MAHC sure is a busy club! 

Treasurer’s report: A comfortable balance including $1.71 in interest thanks to the generosity of Wells 
Fargo. That’s an interest rate of .0001%! 

Membership report:  Recent membership surge leveled off at 2.  There are 102 members now. 
I bought a hardtop for my 100-4.  It fell in my lap really, thanks to Fred Ambli and Greg and Suzanne 

Willodson.  A hardtop had been on my want-list for a long time, but they’re so difficult to find for a 100-4 that I 
wasn’t really looking.   I was lucky that Mr. Prez thought it might fit my car. Thanks again to Fred and Sandy and 
Greg and Suzanne for thinking of me. 

Andy talked about Rendezvous 2015 hosted by the Triumphs. Reportedly hotel rooms are already 
booking out!  June 11-13, 2015 in Ashland. (http://www.mntriumphs.org/Rendezvous-2015.shtm)  This one looks 
like fun too, and I think I’m going to be able to make that one!  Maybe the Hardtop will be done by then. With a 
hardtop, I might have to think about putting the heater back in my car again. Oh wait. It’s a Healey. I’m sitting on 
top of the muffler. Nevermind. 

With the unexpected closure of the Square Peg restaurant, we’re looking for a new venue for Saturday 
morning breakfasts.  Anyone with any ideas, please contact me at mnhealey@gmail.com.  Otherwise, we’re just 
hangin’ around in the old parking lot drinking cold coffee, eating stale 
doughnuts, and talking about what could have been.  If anyone donated 
car-related artwork for the walls of the ‘Peg, let me know. I’ll put you in 
touch with Phil.  All the pieces were moved to Phil’s house for safekeeping. 

The highlight of my night was rescuing Jim and Linda on the side of 
Highway 5 with 2 US gallons of fresh, pure, fossil-fuel hydrocarbons 
delivered within sight of the O-Club parking lot.  Of course, I had to give 
him a hard time about it.  Hope you made it home okay Jim!  Get that fuel 
gauge calibrated! (Photo courtesy of Andy Lindberg) 
Compatriots: Greg & Suzanne Willodson, Jeff Lumbard, Jim Manion, 
Donna Kennedy and Spencer Angel, Tom & June Moerke, Dick Mathews, 
Mike Martin, Steve Rixen, Dan Powell, Curt Carlson, Gary & Eileen 
Wetzel, Linda Frazer & Jim Kriz, Scott McQueen, Dave Herried, Tom 
Hazen & Jane Schuler, Carl  & Betty Stine and (last and certainly not least) Andy Lindberg. 
 

The Presidents Informal Evening                             By Curt Carlson 
 

http://www.mntriumphs.org/Rendezvous-2015.shtm
mailto:mnhealey@gmail.com
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    MEXICAN FIESTA    
                  at the LYNCH HOME 
 

 

It was a nice warm sunny day for the annual Mexican Fiesta at the estate of Mike & Gloria Lynch.  
Lots of members from both the Jaguar and Austin Healey clubs gathered, and they brought along a 
nice variety of classy cars to check out.   

Refreshments and snacks were plentiful.  People could sample a variety of liquids to help cool 
themselves down on a warm day.  Many wandered around the grounds looking at the plantings and 
flowers.  Meanwhile, Mike, Gloria, and their helpers were preparing the tangy offerings from “south 
of the border”!   

Soon we were all sampling the tacos, enchiladas, tamales, salads, and sopapillas that had been 
prepared – and you could go back for seconds!  People ate indoors (in cool comfort), outdoors on 
the deck, and also in the garage where you could eye the Lynch classic cars.  The foods were 
delicious.  

Starting at three o’clock in the afternoon, it seemed like no time before it was after seven o’clock.  
People were so busy talking, that time just flew by.  Not wanting to wear out our welcome, many 
went home about that time.  Mike said later that he thought people should stay until eleven o’clock !  
I suppose we could do that, if there were some nap times in between !   It was a great afternoon, 
and we all thank Gloria and Mike for hosting this very enjoyable event once again.   Adios !     

MAHC members attending:  Jim & Rose Klein, Eileen & Gary Wetzel, Suzanne & Greg Willodson, 
Tom & June Moerke, Steve & Kim Rixen, Barb & Dale Martin, Nancy & Greg Lauser, Dan & Gayle 
Stromquist, Cheryl & Dave Rademacher, Betty & Carl Stine, Steve & Sue Greenway, Diane & 
Geoff Rossi, Allen & Judy Wehr, Barb & Gary Ronning, and our hosts Mike & Gloria Lynch.  (Ed.) 

 

 

 

Gloria with two friends 
checking in the guests. 
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          Kleins and Wetzels on Garage Tour              Enjoying Espanol on the Deck 

A Stromquist Margarita Toast ! 

            Gloria, June, and Barb – all smiles !          Mike holding Court ! 
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 Stine – Martin Beldenville Picnic 

Zip a Dee Do Dah – my or my what a wonderful day - plenty of sunshine headed our way..…    It was a 
gorgeous day, and we were able to spend it at the flower filled farm of Carl & Betty Stine.  People arrived on 
time (about 2:30 pm) and enjoyed sipping, munching, and talking as the birds flew by.  There were some 
that ventured off into the woods to see Carl’s Tree House.  Others wanted to count bees !   

The main course foods came out, and people were hungry.  Pulled pork and spicy chicken were the 
headlines to go with the salads, condiments, corn on the cob, and other goodies.  It was easy to go back for 
seconds!  Eventually the desserts appeared – Barb’s Bars and Betty’s Trifle.  Mah goodness, they were 
delicious! 

Conversation flowed again as people sat in Stine’s beautiful front yard.  President Greg made some 
announcements on upcoming events, and Fred Ambli invited all to his home again in September.   There 
was some business transacted, as a batch of Regalia was delivered.  Seems like people always head for 
home around 7:00 pm, and the cars started to roll out of the driveway.  A big thank you to Carl & Betty 
Stine and Barb & Dale Martin for making the arrangements and preparing the food.  It was wonderful.   

Attendees at the event: 

Fred Ambli & Sandy Swenson, Spencer Angel & Donna Kennedy, Tom Hazen & Jane Schuler, Dave & Daphne 
Herreid,  Pat & Marsha Holt, Nancy & Greg Lauser, Andy Lindberg & Linda Larson, Gloria & Mike Lynch, Dick 
Mathews, Tom & June Moerke & friend, Chuck & Jean Norton, Kim & Steve Rixen, Barb & Gary Ronning, 
Geoff, Georgio, & Diane Rossi, Gary & Eileen Wetzel, Greg & Suzanne Willodson, and our hosts – Carl & 
Betty Stine and Dale & Barb Martin.                              (Ed.) 

 

 

The table was all set ! 
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Beldenville  cont. 

  

 

 

  

  Carl’s keeping an eye on Eileen, Betty, and Diane.              Gary & Geoff helping Dale & Carl collect money! 

                                                       Set’n in the shade eat’n Trifle !   

   Tom Moerke giving a lecture on Jensenomics.        Oh, Oh !  Bumper Cars !! 
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InterMarque Picnic              By Suzanne Willodson 

The Minnesota Austin-Healey Club hosted the June 29 InterMarque Picnic at Cherokee Park in St. Paul. 
Despite threats of severe weather, mistaken messages, postings about cancellations, and last minute plans 
to relocate the event to an indoor venue , the picnic was held exactly where it always is under perfectly blue 
skies! 

The Healey Club staked out a spot in the shade under a canopy of oak trees close enough to the road so we 
could watch our friends’ cars drive up. We decorated the area with banners and flags.  Tables were then set 
up with the main event of pulled pork sandwiches, fresh watermelon, and cupcakes.  The cupcakes were 
adorned with little foreign car badges, Union Jack flags, and the Healey Club logo.   

Many thanks to all the Healey Club members who cooked and baked the wonderful food served at the 
picnic, decorated the trees, and helped with all the details! Thank you to the Rixens for preparing your house 
for the crowd in the event it rained and we had to move indoors.  Special thanks to the Wetzels for making 
the big crock pot of pulled pork – delicious!  
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Healey racing in July!    
By Dan Powell 

 
The usual suspects (Jeff Johnk, Jeff Lumbard, and Dan Powell) went to Road America at Elkhart 
Lake, Wisconsin to defend the honor of the big Healey on the racetrack.  Also attending was 
Rich Stadther, driving a Dulon open wheel single seater (BJ13 prototype?).  All put their cars 
back into their respective trailers none the worse for wear other than a few unfortunate bugs 
clinging to the paintwork. 
 
The weather in July is typically the hottest and most humid of the year, but this year we had 
highs in the mid to high 70’s and no rain… very unusual and very much appreciated! 
Jeff Johnk was again the fastest of all of the Healey’s at the event, Jeff Lumbard continues to 
have his lap times drop as he dials in this new racecar, and I had my fastest laps in the past 
five years.  More Tanqueray than oil was consumed by those present. 
 
If you have never been to the July race weekend, one of the highlights is the racecar concours 
de elegance that takes place in downtown Elkhart Lake on Friday.  To get the 70-80 racecars to 
the venue, there is a spirited drive (police escorted) from the track to downtown on public 
roads with a return to the track at 8PM.  The judging is fairly detailed both at the track before 
leaving for town and while parked on the street.  This year Jeff Lumbard won his class!  This 
isn’t surprising to those who have seen his racecar, but it dovetails onto last year of his having 
won the at track popularity vote for “the racecar I would most like to drive on the track”.  
Given the competition, this current award is high honor and recognition of Jeff’s seven plus 
years of work - which included dozens of photos taken at Gaydon, Beaulieu, Denis Welch, and 
the Healey Museum getting ideas for his creation.  Hopefully he will either bring it to a PIE 
(likely by trailer) or have a show & tell one day soon. 
 
Our next event is the fall race at Road America on September 12-14.  Weather is always nice 
and typically the trees are just starting to change colors.  Several club members have attended 
in the past and all are welcome in our paddock area.  
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Post Britfest Morgan – Healey Picnic 
Arrive at about 3PM. Food served at 5PM.  Burgers, hot dogs, side fixens, beer, and soda 
furnished for a $10.00 per person charge.  RSVP to Jon Cumpton at 612-859-1483 or 
email him at jcbroke60@gmail.com .  RSVP by August 6th. Jon & Suzanne have a nice 
rural farm site not far from Hudson with lots of room to park cars. Address: 1021 – 93rd 
Street, Roberts, WI 54023 
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People submitting photos 
For the Aug.  issue: 

Tom Hazen 
Andy Lindberg 
Barb Ronning 
Eileen Wetzel 

Greg Willodson 
Suzanne Willodson 

 
Thank you ! 
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                    Events Schedule 

 
August 2  Woodland Hills Winery Event – (Sat) Sponsored by the MN Triumph Club. 
August  6 ** PIE Meeting  - (Wed)  Meet at 7:00 pm.  See page 2.  
August  9 The “New” Brit Fest / MH Picnic – (Sat) At Lakefront Park in Hudson, WI.  

Sponsored by the MN MG Group.  After the event, Jon Cumpton from the Minnesota Morgan 
Club has asked the MAHC to join him and his wife, Suzanne, at their home nearby for a 
picnic.  See p. 12 for details.  

August 16 Royal British Car Show – (Sat) At the Jaguar dealer in Minnetonka, MN. See p. 13. 
August 16  Wisconsin Drive – (Sat) 9:30 am – Take a tour from Hudson to Cumberland and arrive 

at Steve & Sue Greenway’s cabin for a picnic and bonfire. RSVP by Aug. 9th  
                                       For Info – call 952-828-1019  
August  23 Amery Airport Run – (Sat) Tom Hazen will hold a second run at Amery, WI. See p. 14. 
August 29--  Vintage Racing at BIR – Held in Brainerd, MN   
August  31  Intermarque Picnic – (Sun) 1:00 pm Monthly gathering for a picnic at Cherokee Park in 

St. Paul.  Bring your own food and refreshments.  
 
 
Sept. 3 ** PIE Meeting – (Wed.) Meet at 7:00 pm.  See page 2.  
Sept. 6  Wheels n Wings – (Sat) Osceola, WI.  Car and Air Show.   
Sept  7** Ambli Norwegian Picnic (Sat) Take a drive to Carlton, MN to enjoy Fred’s hospitality. 

RSVP by Sept. 3rd to 218-384-4377 or email fred@liftpro.com .  Cost $15.00 each.  
Sept. 12-14 Fall Vintage Race Festival -  Held at RoadAmerica in Elkhart Lake, WI. A great 

opportunity to see vintage racing up close.  Call Jeff J., Dan P., Jeff L., or Rich S. for details.   
Sept. 26-28 Waumandee Hill Climb – (Fri-Sun) The third annual vintage car uphill slalom will be 

held under the direction of Tom Hazen.    
Sept. 28 Intermarque Picnic – (Sun) 1:00 pm.  Monthly gathering for a picnic at Cherokee Park 

in St. Paul.  Bring your own food and refreshments.  
 
 
Oct. 1 ** PIE Meeting – (Wed) Meet at 7:00 pm.  See page 2. 
Oct. 4** Adopt a Highway Clean-up - (Sat) The second of our two clean-ups for the year is to 

be on this date.  Arrangements by Greg Lauser.  
Oct. 12 City Lakes Tour – (Sun) Enjoy a sunny Sunday afternoon driving the beautiful parkways 

of Minneapolis and St. Paul.  Arrangements by Geoff Rossi and Dick Mathews.  
Oct. 18  Fall Color Tour- (Sat) Another Tom Hazen colorful drive in the Wisconsin countryside.  
 
 
Nov. 1  Charity Event – (Sat)  At the Second Harvest Heartland in Golden Valley, MN.   It is an 

enjoyable and worthy cause. 
Nov. 5 ** PIE Meeting – (Wed) Meet at 7:00 pm.  See page 2. 
Nov. 15 ** Annual Banquet / Business Meeting Party – (Sat) The annual business meeting, 

election of officers, and dinner banquet will occur on this evening at the Officer’s Club.   
 
 Dec. 3**  PIE Meeting – (Wed) Meet at 7:00 pm.  See page 2. 
 Dec. 6 ** Planning Breakfast – (Sat) The schedule of events for 2015 will be on the agenda for 

this meeting hosted by Curt Carlson at Joseph’s Restaurant in St. Paul. A Board of Directors 
meeting will follow.   

 
  ** - Denotes an official MAHC club activity  

 
 

mailto:fred@liftpro.com


   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Minnesota Austin Healey Club Inc. 
Gary Ronning, Editor 
1019 Ridge Haven Circle 
Buffalo, MN  55313 

First Class Postage 

 

MARKETPLACE  
 

Marketplace policy:  All ads are free to current members.  For non-members, the charge is $5.00 per month. 
Ads will be run for three months after which time the advertiser needs to submit new ad copy.  Please inform 

the editor if your item or items have been sold during the three month period so the ad can be removed.   
 

 

For Sale - SPRITE PARTS:  Doors, chrome bumpers, brake pressure failure switch, speedo, tach, 
dampers, grille, many other parts from a 1968 Sprite.  Call Tom Hazen at 612-237-1883.  Please leave a 
message if I do not answer.  (6/14) 
 
 
 For Sale - 1962 Austin Healey BT7.  This is a four-seater Tri-carb with side curtains.  Body metal work has 
been done. Car ran previously, but has been in storage in Northfield, MN. Is being sold as a project car on a 
best offer basis.    For information, call Don Hering at 507-403-9532. 
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