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President’s |nformal vening

Date: Wednesday Aug 2
Time: 7:00 p.m. (or before)
Place: Joseph’s Grill

140 So. Wabasha

St. Paul, MN 55107

651-222-2435

Come and enjoy refreshments and/or food
with the friendly club members, catch up on news
& events, and discuss cars & restorations.

Thank YoU|

To the members that submitted news, articles, and
photos for this newsletter issue:

Dave Hatzung Geoff Rossi

Sue Greenway Phil Dawson
Greg Willodson John Hatzung
Mike Lynch Daphne Walmer
Fred Ambli Liz Stadther
Joe Werner Gloria Lynch

Current and past newsletters:
http://www.mnhealey.com/mnhealey/newsletter.htm

THE HEALEY ENTHUSIAST

The official publication of the Minnesota Austin Healey Club, a Minnesota
Non-Profit Corporation. THE HEALEY ENTHUSIAST, is published 12
times per year for the benefit of its members. Articles which appear in
THE HEALEY ENTHUSIAST are the opinions of the authors and do not
express the position of the Minnesota Austin Healey Club on any matter
unless specifically noted. We do our best to ensure accuracy but cannot be
held responsible for errors and omissions. Contributions are welcome on
any subject related to Healeys, club members, or of general interest to the
classic car hobby. Material from THE HEALEY ENTHUSIAST may be
reprinted in any other publication provided reciprocal article use
permission is granted by that publication. Deadline for submissions to the
editor is the 15™ of the month prior to the next issue. Classified ads are
free for MAHC members, $5.00 for non-members. For display rates
contact newsletter advertising. The Minnesota Austin Healey Club Inc. is
operating as a Minnesota Non-Profit Corporation and is affiliated with the
Austin Healey Club of America, Inc.
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President Dave Hatzung’s

Very Presidential Column

Well, Happy 49" Wedding Anniversary Mary! Yes it’s July 20", my wedding anniversary, and
I’m in my car with my brother John, on our way to the summer races at RoadAmerica. | have
been blessed with a most understandable, patient, and loving wife — way more than | deserve.
Going to have to ask whomever is charge to change the date of this race next year.

So we got to the track late Thursday and met our MAHC racers and groupies. Jeff Johnk, and
Scott McQueen’s cars were in Tom Kovacs’ Fourintune tent, with the rest of the MAHC cars
parked right next to it. What a sight! After a little chit chat,anda T & T, it was off to
SCHWARZ’S SUPPER CLUB. “Table for12 please”. | think it was Dan Powell who commented
that we had more people at this dinner than most clubs have at their monthly meetings. Ya
think that might be because we do so many more fun things than most other clubs??? After
over-eating (the quality of the food and the amount you get at Schwarz’s is way more than
you need), John and | were on the road to our room in Fond u Lac, which we were lucky to
get. Gene Berghoff told me to get reservations early, but | didn’t listen to him like | should
have. Anyway, what a beautiful drive we had back to our motel. Had the top down on my
XK8, enjoying the unbelievable Wisconsin landscape, ZZ Top was blasting away, and even the
fragrant smells from the recent manure spread fields wasn’t too bad.

Day 2 (Friday), as we were leaving our motel we met David Little, the photographer for
Victory Lane Magazine. He’s from Vermont and was just getting into his Corvette to head to
the track. Had “off and on” weather that day — a little drizzly around 4, but that didn’t
dampen anyone’s spirits. What a day for me — unbelievable cars and racing. Plus, everyone
was so hice. We were told to be at Siebkens Hotel/Restaurant in Elkhart Lake by 4:30 to get a
spot along Main Street for watching the race cars come into town. When we got there, Gene
Berghoff and his wife Jana had a table right by the street; and they asked us to join them. We
were later joined by Gene’s brother Jan and his wife and some of their kids and other friends.
As predicted, just when the cars started coming into town, the heavy drizzles started; but that
didn’t seem to dampen this event. Even though we saw these cars racing during the day,
seeing them come into town that night was pretty cool.

All our MAHC racers did well. Jeff Johnk dominated all the Healeys, but right behind him
were Jeff Lumbard, Dan Powell, Scott McQueen, and Eileen Wetzel. For their first year of
racing, Scott and Eileen were unbelievable! Eileen was one of only 6 women racers. Rich
Stadther posted the 3™ fastest track time Friday in his little orange rocket.

Continued.....
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Very Presidential Column ... continued

Day 3 was an interesting day. It started out with light drizzles, but by about 10 those
stopped. The rest of the day was dry and hot. Mechanically it wasn’t so good for our racers.
In the morning run Eileen blew her engine out, Dan’s clutch plate blew out, Jeff had some oil
issue, and Rich had some issues with the floats in the carburetor. For me, one of the most
interesting things | learned at this race was how talented all these racers are...and generous!
Talent examples: Dan, with the help of his son and grandson, pulled the tranny out and got
the clutch fixed. Jeff got his oil leak diagnosed and repaired. Rich, with help from Steve “on
the move” Rixen, got his car fixed...all in time to finish racing that day! Generosity
examples: I'm referring to the parts that were needed to do the repairs, and how people
knew people that had the parts needed to do the fixes, and how those people even helped
with the repairs.

| know this sounds pretty naive, but | saw Scott checking things on his car and asked him
what he was doing. He showed me a list of 22 items that need to be checked on his car
after/before each race. That list was given to him by Jeff Lumbard, who had probably gotten
it from someone else in the club. I’'m learning that it takes more than $SS to race a car. It
takes patience, knowledge, and | think a lot of love for the actual cars. The race part is just
the frosting on the cake - the reward for all the hard work!

By the way, Gene Berghoff’s beautiful red 1954 XK 120 Jaguar took First in Class at the
“Concours d’elegance” on Saturday night. Then on Sunday, of all the cars that placed first in
class, his car won the “People’s Choice” award. Congratulations to a guy who spent not just
hours, but days cleaning and polishing this rare beauty.

Allin all, this weekend was another bucket list item that | thoroughly enjoyed. I'm just a few
miles into my car journey. It started with my joining the MAHC, and has been aided by all
the fun people who take such an active role in making this “The #1 Austin Healey Club” in
the universe.
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Weathertech International Challenge
RoadAmerica Racetrack - Elkhart Lake, WI

: Rich & Steve :
Betsy and Liz (& Dick)

: Dan, Gary, & Scott

: Hungry, Happy, Thirsty People!
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The Presidents Informal Evening
By Phil (& Stefanie) Dawson

President Dave Hatzung called the meeting to order at 7:07 asking if there was a financial update
on the 2017 Rendezvous event. Suzanne advised that she had not heard any final numbers but
thought that the club made a small profit. With the Canadians hosting 2018 in Thunder Bay, and the
Triumph club hosting their national TVR event in LaCrosse, WI, the 2019 Rendezvous has yet to be
claimed. Suzanne advised that the Healey club may be approached to host again in 2019, with
Winnipeg hosting 2020. Tom Moerke thought maybe the MG club would be interested in hosting for
20109.

Hats off to Mr. Mackey for designing the 2017 Rendezvous logo! Suzanne ordered T-shirts and
baseball caps with the logo for Terry and his wife, Bernadette, as a thank you. If anyone is
interested in a T-shirt, please contact Suzanne.

No members made it to the Walleye Rally, but the Moerke’s Anniversary Party was celebrated with
over 100 people!

The Amery Airport Run was a huge success, with 66 people showing up to race. The moneys will be
used to purchase timing equipment for the club. The next Amery Run will be August 26, and
volunteers are needed. President Dave purchased a Sprite and is looking for a trailer. With any
luck, we’ll see him at Amery and Waumandee with the Sprite !

Other recent events included Back to the 50’s and the Coulee Classic Rally (June 24%"). The Rally
was rainy; but there were about 10 cars, and it was still a lot of fun. Rich Stadther said he had the
best race ever at Black Hawk Farms in lllinois. Go Rich'!

Upcoming events include a party at Sue and Steve Greenway’s home. The Rixens are planning a
ride out there leaving the Forest Lake (exit 129 off I135) Holiday Station at 9 am sharp. Thisis a 2
hour ride, and he will email whomever is interested in the route.

Conclave in Waco, Texas is coming up this month—everyone got a heat rash just talking about it !

There was mention that Conclave 2018 is to be in French Lick, Indiana and that they are looking for
sponsors. Also coming up is the annual Mexican Fiesta hosted by the Lynch’s on July 16™ and the

Stine/Martin Picnic the following Saturday July 22", An InterMarque picnic at Cherokee Park (bring
a dish to share and your own refreshments) will finish off the month.

The first Saturday in August will be the 2"d Annual Pizza Party at Daphne and Dave’s Afton Retreat.
If you didn’t make it last year, you missed out. The wood burning pizza oven puts out pies faster
than the group can eat them, and the waterfront views are absolutely beautiful.

Membership update—we are at 88 members today...and looking for more.
Tom Politiski was missed—as well as his joke of the day.

Attendees: Dave Hatzung, Nancy & Greg Lauser, Rick and Liz Stadther, Dan Powell, Carl & Betty
Stine, Tom & June Moerke, Kim & Steve Rixen, Dave & Cheryl Rademacher, Andy Lindberg, Dick
Leighninger, Geoff & Diane Rossi, Stefanie & Phil Dawson, Greg & Suzanne Willodson, Eileen &
Gary Wetzel, Scott McQueen, Jeff Lumbard, Jane Schuler & Tom Hazen, Dave Herreid & Daphne
Walmer, and Jim Kriz.
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June 25" |ntermarqgue Picnic By Geoff Rossi

There was a gathering of a few dozen folks for the IM Picnic hosted by the Healey Club. The
uncertain weather forecast in the morning may have been a confusing factor for some to
stay home this day. Early on it was difficult to know how to dress for the day - sweatshirt? light
rain jacket? shorts? long pants? or umbrella? As it turned out, the weather was really great for
the picnic. Perfect with long sleeves.

The main course provided by the Healey hosts was spot-on. Suzanne and Greg Willodson
stayed up late Saturday prepping and oven baking the beef short ribs for the main entrée.
These were very nicely finished over the grill at Cherokee Park. They were smothered with BBQ
sauce just ten minutes before being called ready to eat and then placed on a platter for the
table.

Oh yes, the table. Many items to select from - like cold slaw, baked beans, veggie salads,
and rice. Someone also brought a batch of their original BBQ sauce to be layered over the
ribs. Dessert was not in short supply. Platters and bowls of cookies, cakes, cubed fresh fruit,
and a very large trifle made selection difficult. Most decided to just sample a bit of each.
People suffered through. We Brit car owners know how to deal with challenges. There was not
much food seen being packed up to go home.

In the end, those that attended had a delightful afternoon of conversation, socializing, and
the finest of picnic fare. And then there were those that missed out because they couldn’t
decide what clothes to wear for the day.

! Jan, Suzanne, Diane, Cheryl, Dave,

1 and more!
e h s o mm s mm s s s mm s mm s s mm s mm s mm s s = s 1
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Cool Kats and Kittys with Hot cars on Granite Lake By Daphne Walmer

Sue and Steve Greenway could not have ordered better weather for their Greenways on Granite Lake Party
and Tech Sessions on July 8, 2017. A sunny, low-humidity day enticed many of us to drive the 90 minutes or
so to their beautiful home near Cumberland Wisconsin with our convertible tops down. Steve and Kim Rixen
led the tour/drive to Cumberland. How wonderful to feel the warm wind in your hair on a Wisconsin back
road! Festivities started at 11:00, with Steve Rixen leading the morning tech session on “Suspension
Options”. (I believe that Steve and Dave Herreid implemented one option in our Healey, but please don’t
guiz me on which one!)

While some Healey and MG club members took advantage of the tech sessions, others chatted on the shady
deck or around the fire circle on the beach. Lunch was finger-licking fried chicken from a local restaurant,
with salads and sides brought by some of the guests. This was followed by a scrumptious huge cake
celebrating Greg Willodson’s special birthday!

After Rixen’s morning lecture, Steve Greenway displayed his recently outfitted metal working shop. He
showed how to bend, shrink, and will metal into works of art - either by using English wheels as the English
did prior to the early 50’s, - or hammers, just as the Italians did to make their Ferraris. Steve’s ultimate goal
is ambitious in its audacity: to fabricate the entire metal body of an Aston Martin DBR1, then fit it on an
MGA frame powered by something worthy (just what power is pending). It will be fun to watch the
progress. Meanwhile Sue piloted the Greenway’s pontoon boat to provide tours of Granite Lake.

Many thanks to Sue and Steve for a memorable day!
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Mexican Fiesta 2017

Sunday July 16" saw the annual Mexican Fiesta which has become a fixture in the yearly Club
calendar since Elaine Brahms invented it many years back.

The ageless Diane Cruz was on hand for her usual treats: tacos, tamales, and enchiladas, still
the best I’ve ever had. |did salads and sides, Wendy Bass produced Mexican cookies for
dessert, and Beth Flynn stood in for Jana with the bottomless margaritas. A tub of Mexican
beers and wines rounded out the offering.

The weather gods delivered the best day we’ve had recently or since. Between the Healey and
Jag clubs, we had 55 eager eaters this year with many brand new and very senior members for
the first time. The neighborhood was packed with a lot of beautiful iron and not a complaint
from the neighbors.

Tall tales were told, advice was given, questions were answered and everyone left smiling due
either to the good food or bottomless margaritas. We look forward to seeing you all next year.

Mike & Gloria Lynch
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Stine / Martin Picnic Editor

It was a bright shiny day as people assembled “down on the farm” of Carl and Betty Stine. The
flowers were blooming and the birds were singing. All was good with the world.

Refreshments and snacks were spread out on a table under a large shade tree. Chairs were set
up and people were enjoying the serenity among friends. After a while, Carl began bringing out large
plates of serious food. Betty and Barb may have had something to do with that preparation too !! We
did miss seeing our close friend Dale Martin, as he was in the hospital dealing with health issues.

The meats, corn on the cob, and various salads were eagerly consumed. It was a treat to enjoy
eating outdoors on a summer day. Suzanne served some sparky refreshments after lunch too. Then
there was a darkening of the skies! Hmmm...could there be rain coming? Convertible tops were
raised just in time, as the drops started to fall. People moved on to the porch and eventually inside.
The rain did fall...in buckets! It cleared in about a half hour, and all was well again. Carl did not have
to water his lawn for a few days.

To top things off, there were scrumptious desserts served. Pie, pudding, and bars appeared.
Needless to say, they were consumed avidly. After more conversation and relaxation, people made
their way to the parking area and departed for the drive home. Thanks again to Carl, Betty, and Barb
for all their efforts. Our best wishes go to Dale.

Betty, Carl & Déve

Sk
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Ambli Norske picnic on Sunday 20th of August.

We will be enjoying our annual steak picnic at the Ambli Home in
Carlton MN. Please RSVP by August 14" to fred @liftpro.com or 218-

348-3178. We would love to see you there. Once again the price is

20.00/ea.. Joinus at1:00 P.M.
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AFERY AIRPDRT AL DIRDSS
AND STRAICHT-AWAY SPEED RUN XX7

Saturday August 26, 2017 (rain date Sunday, August 27)
Registration opens at 8:00am, closes at 9:00am
MANDATORY DRIVERS MEETING 9:00am

Turn quickly through the orange cones
of the autocross, then straighten 'er out
for the 1/2 mile taxiway top speed run.
Our state-of-the-art stopwatch/thumb
system will measure your time on
the course, and a radar gun will
capture your top speed on the
straight-away.

Drivers must be 18+, sign waiver, pass on-site tech inspection, wear

helmet (Bring a Snell 90 or newer - we'll have some loaners) Th_e
| course is
A i .
| A l (A run entirely
4 Tl A4 on pavement.
4, 4 = N Drivers will run
4 i

in the order their
paid registrations
are received. We

will try to give
everyone five runs,
more if time permits.

CORNER WORKERS NEEDED! Want to get close to the
action but not drive? Like to wave flags and blow whistles?
Free treats and lunch provided to all-day volunteers, so call
Greg now to reserve your coveted place among the cones.

Directions: The simple route is 94 East into Wisconsin, take the Baldwin Hwy
63 exit, turn left heading north on Hwy 63 which eventually becomes Hwy 46.
For a more scenic drive, from the northeast corner of 694, take Hwy 36 East into
downtown Stillwater, turn right and take the old drawbridge over the St. Croix
into Wisconsin, following Hwy 64 East. Stay on 64 past Somerset and through
New Richmond, then turn left onto Hwy 46 North. The airport is on your left
before you get to Amery. Mapquest or GPS: 531 State Hwy 46, Amery, WL

BRING A FRIEND!

IDespite all precautions taken, this event remains dangerous: Helmeted passengers 16+
land may result in property damage, serious injury, or death.! will be allowed on all runs.
iDrivers, spectators, and workers enter at their own risk. |

Advance registration (deadline Aug 19 or sell out) $40 per driver. $25 for

Austin-Healey Club members. Make check payable to the Minnesota Austin-

Healey Club and mail to Greg Willodson, 12325 30th Ave N, Plymouth, MN .

55441. Or pay via PayPal adding $1 service fee to greg.willodson@gmail.com. This event
Sorry, no refunds. Day of event payment will be $10 more. g brought to you

Driver' Aug 2017 Amery I

Refreshment stand

Year, make, model, color, requested car number: provided by the

Email and phone:

Emergency contact name and phone:

Questions? Contact Greg at 612-805-0814 or greg.willodson@gmail.com
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August 2
August 5

August 12

August 19
August 20

August 26
August 27
Sept.
Sept.

Sept

Sept

Sept

Sept. 24
Sept. 30
Oct. 4

Oct. 7

Oct. 21

Nov. 1
Nov. 11

Dec. 2

Dec. 6

Events Schedule

PIE Meeting - (Wed) Club meeting at 7:00 p.m. See page 2

Herreid Pizza Party - (Sat) Rixens will plan a short drive to end up at Dave & Daphne’s
home on the river near Afton for wood-roasted Pizza.

The “New” Brit Fest — (Sat) At Lakefront Park in Hudson, WI. Sponsored by the

MN MG Group.

Royal British Car Show — (Sat) At the Jaguar dealership in Minnetonka, MN.

Ambli Norwegian Picnic (Sun) Take a drive to Carlton, MN to enjoy Fred and Sandy’s
hospitality — and steaks !

Amery Airport Run — (Sat) Greg Willodson will hold a second run at Amery, WI.
Registration form here: AmeryAirportAutocross — August 26, 2017 RegistrationForm
Intermarque Picnic — (Sun) 1:00 p.m. Monthly gathering for a picnic at Cherokee Park
in St. Paul. Bring your own food and refreshments.

PIE Meeting — (Wed.) Club meeting at 7:00 p.m. See page 2.

Wheels n Wings — (Sat) Osceola, WI. Car and Air Show.

Monterey International Healey Week — (Mon-Fri) This apparently will be one very
large gathering of Austin Healey owners & enthusiasts.

Fall Vintage Race Festival - Held at RoadAmerica in Elkhart Lake, WI. A great
opportunity to see vintage racing up close. Watch our members racing up close !
Waumandee Hill Climb — (Fri-Sun) The annual vintage car uphill slalom will be held
under the direction of Tom Hazen. Not to miss !

Intermarque Picnic — (Sun) 1:00 pm Monthly gathering for a picnic at Cherokee Park in
St. Paul. Bring your own food and refreshments.

Dawson Party — (Sat) Phil and Stefanie Dawson will be hosting a party at their home in
River Falls, WI. Details later.

PIE Meeting — (Wed) Club meeting at 7:00 p.m. See page 2.

Adopt a Highway Clean-up - (Sat) The second of our two clean-ups for the year is to
be on this date. Arrangements by Greg Lauser.

Mathews Model Train Event — (Sat) Come and enjoy the wonderful result of many
years’ layout construction by Dick Mathews. Multiple trains, beautiful buildings, & bridges.

PIE Meeting — (Wed) Club meeting at 7:00 p.m. See page 2.

Annual Banquet / Business Meeting Party — (Sat) The annual dinner, election of
officers, and business meeting will occur on this evening at Joseph’s Grill.

Planning Breakfast — (Sat) The schedule of events for 2018 will be on the agenda for
this meeting hosted by Phil Dawson at Joseph’s Restaurant in St. Paul. A Board of Directors
meeting will follow.

PIE Meeting — (Wed) Club meeting at 7:00 p.m. See page 2.

Please note that the 2017 Events Schedule is tentative and may be incomplete.
Watch for announcements and changes as the year progresses.
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MARKETPLACE

Marketplace policy: All ads are free to current members. For non-members, the charge is $5.00 per month.
Ads will be run for three months after which time the advertiser needs to submit new ad copy. Please inform
the editor if your item or items have been sold during the three month period so the ad can be removed.

For Sale: 1966 Austin-Healey 3000 Mklll BJ8. Purchased in Georgia in 1981, it has never seen
precipitation. Original miles — 50,457. All fluids and maintenance faithfully and annually maintained by
British car professionals. Runs, drives, and stops perfectly. Original Tool Kit. Everything works, needs
nothing, drive it home. This is a rare, unmolested, original, rust free, low mileage BJ8. $42,500.00.
Contact Sharon West at 507-451-1841 in Owatonna, MN. (/17

For Sale: Bugeye Bonnet — nice solid steel set for tilt forward hinge. Yes, there is some bondo.
Contact Phil at dzschaefer@yahoo.com (e/17)

For Sale: 1967 Austin Healey Sprite. Needs a new steward ! Restorable or enjoy as is. Runs well,
but has some cosmetic issues. For more info, contact: tomfeinthel@gmail.com or cell 612-356-9962.
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