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THE HEALEY ENTHUSIAST 
The official publication of the Minnesota Austin Healey Club, THE HEALEY ENTHUSIAST, is published 12 times per 
year for the benefit of its members.  Articles which appear in THE HEALEY ENTHUSIAST are the opinions of the authors 
and do not express the position of the Minnesota Austin Healey Club on any matter unless specifically noted.  We do our 
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ENTHUSIAST may be reprinted in any other publication provided reciprocal article use permission is granted by that 
publication.  Deadline for submissions to the editor is the 15th of the month prior to the next issue.  Classified ads are free for 
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              By Tom Moerke
 
Hi Gang; 
                  
Isn’t this great weather for snowmobilers, skiers, snow shovel 
salespeople, Toro sales etc.etc?.   Me,  I think its crummy.   The TV 
weather people say its been 10 years since we had snow cover this 
early in Dec.   I had begun to think it was normal to drive our 
vintage sports cars well into Dec.  Our 3 sports cars are into their 
winter slumber in their little mini-barns with only their batteries 
hooked up to life support systems.   They will return to life, eager to 
go forth, in maybe less than 90 days from now. 
 
The 2008 calendar looks awfully good, but there is one Intermarque 
Event not listed that I would like to mention.  On new years day, 
that's 1-1-08, people will meet in Birkmose Park before sunrise ,at 
7:15 am, to greet the new year and the rising sun.   Then on to the 
famous Dick's Bar for their excellent breakfast and 99 cent bloody 
marys  Sounds like fun to me. Call me if you need directions at  
651-402-2153.   I should mention Birkmose Park is in Hudson, WI, 
high on the bluff overlooking the St. Croix River.  To the north one 
can see Stillwater and to the south Afton. Great spot! 
 
Michael Jekot, the man in charge of the Velocity art show in 
Hopkins June 28th thru Aug 3rd, will be at PIE on Jan 2 to explain a 
little about the show.   Several car clubs are sponsoring a day and 
evening at the show for $ 500 ea.    My wife June came up with this 
idea.   The Healey Club and two other clubs, maybe the Jaguar and 
Triumph clubs to be co-sponsors at $ 166.67 each club.       More 
people, more fun.      We could have our own car show, and stand 
around sipping champagne and pretending we were at Pebble 
Beach.    We could call this group the" the English 
thoroughbred  car show".       
 
One other thing.   I still have two door prize's to handout.   I know 
the fancy beer glasses belong to Herb Miller.   But who won the A-
H mouse pad ? 
  

The President’s 
Report 
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 PAUL WEIDNER  (1955-2007) 
 
 
The Minnesota Austin Healey Club and other car clubs around the upper Midwest were 
stunned to hear of the sudden passing of one of the most vibrant and participant 
members of our driving community.  Paul Weidner died suddenly on Thursday, 
December 13th while working on his Sprite in his garage. 
 
While we are as yet unsure of the circumstances surrounding this tragedy, we are 
comforted with the knowledge that Paul enjoyed his life to the fullest, and he openly 
shared his zest and enthusiasm with the rest of us willingly. 
 
Paul is survived by his former wife Margi Beck (with whom he remained close), and 
their sons, Jonathan and Matthew. 
 
A service of remembrance will be held on Monday, December 17th, 2007 at 7:00pm. 
 
Cremation Society of MN 
7110 France Avenue South 
Edina, MN 55435 
Tel: 952-924-4100 
www.cremationsocietyof mn.com/…act/edina.html 
 
Flowers or cards may be delivered or brought to the service in Edina, or may be sent 
to: 
 
Margi Beck and Family 
3862 Brookview Dr 
St. Louis Park, 55426 
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Breakfast at the Peg   

This casual event every Saturday morning about 
8:00 continues to be very popular!  Great food, 
reasonable prices, & friendly LBC car 
enthusiasts make it a great place to keep in 
touch. Meet in the room added on just for us!!   
The location again is: 
                    The Square Peg Diner 
              2021 East Hennepin Ave. Mpls. 
 

PIE  
(President’s Informal Evening) 

 
Date: Wednesday January 2nd 
Time: 7:00 p.m. (or before)  

Place: Fort Snelling Officers Club  

  
This location is on Hwy. 5 (east of I-494) 

on the southeast side of the Mpls./St. Paul Intl. 
Airport. Exit at the Post Road ramp, turn south 
(east) towards the river and proceed on to the road 
heading for the park, take the first left and wind 
around to the Officers Club building.  

Come and enjoy refreshments and/or food 
with the friendly club members, catch up on news 
& events, and discuss cars & restorations. 
 

PIE REPORT 
    By Rod Richert 
  
        
I had never been to "Pie" before December 5th. 
  
President Tom Moerke gave a short presentation on 
the two upcoming Rendezvous.  Up to 95 rooms are in 
reserve at the AmericInn of Ashland, Wisconsin for 
Rendezvous '09 at the rate of $109 per night.  Tom 
said that the best part of Ashland is that it's close to 
Bayfield.  There will be a barbeque planning meeting 
for Ashland Rendezvous 2009 at Mike and Gloria 
Lynch's July 20th. (Details to be advised). 
 
Unfortunately, the 800 number for information for 
Pinawa, Manitoba (Rendezvous '08) does not work. 
  
Due to group size restrictions and "challenging price-
points", the Vine Park Brewery event scheduled for 
January 19th and February 9th has been cancelled.  In 
it's place, Steve Rixen is working on a tech session for 
January 26th and Jim Kriz will try to arrange a Summit 
Brewery tour for February 9th. 
  
A note to those attending last year's brewing event.  
Bottles may be returned during Vine Park's hours 
(generally noon to 8 p.m.) rinsed (no soap) and label 
free.  Or visit <www.greenguardian.com>. 
  
Curt Carlson brought brake calipers for Bob Featherly. 
  
Wayne Soderbeck was excited by the prospects of a 
new five speed for his midget.  He'll definitely be 
recruiting help for his spring engine pull. 
  
Those not already mentioned and in attendance:  Jack 
Stein, Mike Martin, Jeff Lumbard, June Moerke, Dick 
Mathews, Ron Corazzo, Chuck Norton, Larry 
Nimmerfroh, Andy Lindberg, Scott McQueen, and Kim 
Kiser. 
  
A lot of food was eaten.  I did not see a single slice of 
pie. 
  
Veep 
  
 NEXT PIE IS JANUARY 2ND  
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The VP REPORT       by Rod Richert 
 
 
The 2008 MAHC planning session was led by new president Tom Moerke at the Woodbury Old 
Country Buffet.  In attendance were:  Dick Mathews, Steve Rixen, Carol, Jessica and Jeff Johnk, Curt 
Carlson, Michael Manser, Andy Lindberg, Dan Powell, Jeff Lumbard, June and Tom Moerke, Barb and 
Gary Ronning, Rod Richert, Wayne Soderbeck, Betty and Carl Stine, Mike Martin, Dale Martin, Gloria 
and Mike Lynch, Larry Nimmerfroh and Jim Kriz. 
  
Many favorite '07 events were again scheduled for '08.  Special thanks to Dick and Karla Mathews, 
Carl and Betty Stine, Jeff and Betsy Lumbard, Mike and Gloria Lynch, and Herb and Marsha Miller for 
graciously opening their homes for future tech or social events.  Too numerous to mention all, (Refer 
to the complete listing elsewhere in this issue) here are just a few highlights:  Returning from hiatus 
is the Morgan-Healey picnic.  Tom Hazen will be preparing another ambitious season of speed 
events.  Spring awakening, the fall color tour and, new this year, Wayne Soderbeck and Jan Huston's 
FUN RIDE will be driven at a more relaxed pace. 
  
Outside of planning, Mike Manser and Curt Carlson discussed their communication with the national 
club insurance advisor.  Consensus is that there will always be liability exposure to the local and its 
officers.   
For driving events, the best protection is afforded by providing a carefully controlled course, signed 
liability waivers and strictly enforcing rules. 
  
With December 2008's 2009 planning session date set the meeting was adjourned. 
  
This month's Puzzler:  How did Gary Ronning bypass the XXII Amendment and secure a third term as 
president?  (Hint:  What year was the XXII Amendment ratified?) 
  
  
Veep 

JANUARY EVENTS 

January 1        New Year Sunrise Gathering    see page 2 

January 2        PIE    see page 3 
January 26      Tech Session   see page 3 and 6      Details at PIE                                 
 
 
 
REMINDERS FOR FEBRUARY 
 
Feb 6               PIE 
Feb 9  Event to be announced at PIE Feb 6 
Feb 23             Wine and Cheese at Mathews’ 
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Events Schedule 2008 
 
January 1 Sunrise New Years Morning Hudson – (Tue.) Meet at 7:15 a.m.  at Birkmose 

Park, then Dick’s Bar. See page 10.  
January 2** PIE Meeting  - (Wed)  Meet at 7:00 p.m.  See page 4.  
January 26** Tech Session – (Sat.) Details To Be Added at PIE. By Steve Rixen 
February 6** PIE Meeting  - (Wed)  Meet at 7:00 p.m. See page 3. 
February 9** Summit Brewery Tour – (Sat.) Arrangements tba Jim Kriz 
February 23** Wine & Cheese Party – (Sat.) From 1:00 to 5:30 p.m. at Dick & Karla Mathews’ home 

at 1301 Waterford Drive in Golden Valley, MN.  Bring wine, a snack, photos, videos, 
memorabilia.  It’s a wonderful afternoon party.  

March 5 ** PIE Meeting  - (Wed)  Meet at 7:00 p.m. See page 3. 
March 15 ** TECH SESSION  - (Sat)  Meet at 9:00 p.m. Sheet metal - Jeff Lumbard  garage. Tba 
March ?? Intermarque Go Kart Challenge –(Sat)  From 8:30 to 11:00 a.m. at the race track 

in Burnsville.  This is the seventh year for the Jaguar Club sponsored event.  Awards lunch 
will follow. Details to be announced. 

April 2 ** PIE Meeting  - (Wed)  Meet at 7:00 p.m. See page 3. 
April 19 ** Clean-up/Spring Awakening Tour -  (Sat)  Meet at 9:00 a.m. at the Veteran’s 

Hwy. Roadside Park at milepost 80 on US Hwy. 61 – just above Lake City, MN for the 
Spring Adopt-A-Highway clean up.  Arrangements are being made by Greg Lauser. 

May 3 ** Spring Awakening and Tour  - (Sat)  Meet at 7:00 p.m. Tba Tom Moerke 
May 7 ** PIE Meeting  - (Wed)  Meet at 7:00 p.m. See page 3. 
May 16 - 20  Sprite Jubilee  – (Fri-Sun)  Hershey, Pennsylvania 
May ??  ?? – (Fri-Sun) This will be the weekend for the Spring races at RoadAmerica in Elkhart 

Lake, WI.  Many events are being planned for the attendees this weekend.  For more info, 
email Jeff Johnk at jeffj@centuryrefining.com  

May 17 Intermarque Banquet & Car Show – (SAT) The InterMarque Council will again 
sponsor the Spring banquet.  It will take place at the Radisson Conference Center in 
Golden Valley. Car show 10:00 am, banquet 2:00 pm 

May 23-26 Donneybrooke Vintage Revival – (Fri.–Mon.) – The VSCR will again have their 
racing and lunch time touring weekend. Memorial Day weekend at BIR in Brainerd.  For 
more info call Rich & Liz Stadther at 651-698-1981. 

June ?** Hill Climb VII      (Sat.) Afton Alps –Details later next month. See page ?  
June 4 **                     PIE Meeting  - (Wed)  Meet at 7:00 p.m. See previous notice.  
June 14-15 Classic Car Club of America/Mercedes Benz Concours Event –  

(Sat-Sun.) Very nice showing of Classic Cars at Rice Park in downtown St. Paul. Details. 
June 5 - 8 Rendezvous 2008  - This will be the 18th year for the annual Lake Superior Vintage 

Sports Car Rendezvous.  The location this year will be at M Manitoba,, Canada. The 
Manitoba Healeys will be hosting.  Get your reservations in early! Form at January PIE 

June 21** Amery Airport Event  IV– (Sat.) – This event was so well received last year that Tom 
Hazen and Tom Moerke will be having “another run at it” !  Details later.next month 

June 25 Spridget  Golden Anniversary     Lake of the Ozarks, MO 
June 28-Aug 3 Velocity Auto Art Show    Hopkins, MN 
June ? Back to the 50’s Car Show – The annual supersize car show at the Minnesota State 

Fairgrounds.  If you want to see tons of fancy cars, here’s the place!  
June 29 AHCA Conclave 2008 –The event will be in San Diego Looks like a beauty!  Reserve 

early. For more information, call Greg Lauser at 715-262-9813 or email to 
glauser@pressenter.com.  

June 29 Intermarque Picnic – (Sun) 1:00PM Cherokee Park 
 
                                      ** - Denotes an official MAHC club activity  
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Events Schedule 2008 
July 2 ** PIE Meeting  - (Wed)  Meet at 7:00 p.m.  See page 3. 
July 5  Chetek Car Show  (Sat.) at Airport, Chetek, Wisconsin mmgg.org 
July 12** 7th Annual Healey Gymkhana – (Sat)  Meet at 8:00 a.m. in the Brown & Bigelow 

parking lot at 345 Plato Blvd. in St. Paul.  Scott McQueen will be making the arrangements.  
July 17–20 The Kohler International Challenge (formerly called the BRIC) This is the big 

annual vintage car race event held at RoadAmerica in Elkhart Lake, WI.  For details, call  
                                Jeff Johnk, Dan Powell, or Jeff Lumbard 
July 20**                 Lynch Barbecue and Short Tour Details tba next month 
July 25** Drive-In Movie Nite – (Fri)  Andy Lindberg is bringing us back to the 50’s with this 

event in Woodbury. Plan to come early and tailgate.  Details later. 
July 27 Intermarque Picnic – (Sun) 1:00PM Cherokee Park 
 
August 3 ** Fun Rides for Kids Charity Event – Details tba Jan Huston and Wayne Soderbeck 
August 6 ** PIE Meeting  - (Wed)  Meet at 7:00 p.m.  See page 3. 
August 9 Ellingson’s All British Swap Meet/Car Show – (Sat)  10:00 a.m. This event has 

been held at the Ellingson Car Museum on Hwy. 94 near Rogers, MN in the past twelve 
years. It’s a great place to buy or sell parts and show your car.  Sponsored by the MN MG 
Group.  

August 17 ** Lauser / Stine Tour & Picnic – (Sat) There will be a short tour ending up at Carl & 
Betty Stine’s for a Picnic at their very interesting farm in Beldenville, WI.  Details later. 

August 23** Amery Airport Event V– (Sat.) – This event was so well received last year that Tom 
Hazen and Tom Moerke will be having “another run at it” !  Details later 

August 31 Intermarque Picnic – (Sun) 1:00PM Cherokee Park 
 
September 3 ** PIE Meeting – (Wed) Meet at 7:00 p.m.  See page 3. 
September 6** Wheels ‘n Wings – (Sat)  8:00 a.m.  Always a lot of cars and a lot of books.  Airplanes 

, a train ride, hot dogs, and friendly people make it an enjoyable day in Osceola, WI. 
September 14 ** Morgan Healey Picnic – (Sat) Herb and Marsha are hosting. Details tba 
September 18-20 Fall Vintage Race Festival XXIII -  Held at RoadAmerica in Elkhart Lake, WI. A 

great opportunity to see vintage racing up close.  Call Jeff J., Dan P., or Jeff L. for details.  
 
October 1 ** PIE Meeting – (Wed) Meet at 7:00 p.m.  See page 3. 
October  11** Fall Color Tour- (Sat.)  The final drive of the year to enjoy the Fall tree colors. 

Birkmose Park, Hudson, WI  Steve Rixen coordinating Details later. 
October 25 ** Adopt A Highway Clean-up  (Sat.) The second of our two clean-ups for the year is 

to take place on this date.  Details later. 
  
November 5 ** PIE Meeting – (Wed) Meet at 7:00 p.m.  See page 3. 
November 8 ** Charity Event – (Sat) Dale Martin will schedule our club taking part in a repeat food 

packaging charitable exercise. Details later.  
November 15 ** Annual Business Meeting Party – (Sat.)  The annual business meeting, election of 

officers, and dinner banquet will occur on this evening at the Officer’s Club.   Details later.  
December 3** PIE Meeting – (Wed) Meet at 7:00 p.m.  See page 3. 
December 6** Planning Breakfast – (Sat) The schedule of events for 2009 will be on the agenda for 

this meeting.  Rod Richert will select the site.   

Events Schedule 2009 
June 11-14** Rendezvous 2009  Ashland, WI Hosted by MAHC 
 
  ** - Denotes an official MAHC club activity  
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TECH TIP:   “Subjects Not In Books”  

By Ernie West 
 

These ideas or suggestions run from very important to not important at all, depending 
what kind of vehicle you drive.  Some are off the wall suggestions that cover 
circumstances you may never encounter. 
 
Story One:  On a mountain in Colorado on a winter elk hunt we awoke one fridgid 
morning to find that our 4X4 pickup wouldn’t move.  No matter what gear we engaged or 
how much throttle was applied it wouldn’t move.  Getting more aggressive the driver 
put the transfer case into low range and applies full throttle.  The result --- the 
spider gear shaft in the rear end disintegrated.  Further disassembly of the rear end 
found no troubles till we got to the brakes.  They simply were frozen solid because 
the parking brake was put on while everything was wet.  This could happen anywhere.  
Moral of the story --- don’t put on your parking brake in the wintertime if you’ve 
been driving in water, snow, slush, or just down a wet road.  
 
Story Two:  On another mountain top only ten miles from the mountain in story one, 
another vehicle refused to start every morning until we would heat the fuel filter 
and lower part of the fuel line with a small propane torch (talk about an accident 
waiting to happen).  The reason was that we’d fueled up at a gas station when a 
tanker truck was dumping its 8,000 gallons of gas into the underground tank.  The 
resulting turbulence stirred up water on the bottom of the tank (yes, all tanks have 
some water) and we bought enough water that it would settle in the low spots and 
freeze.  Moral of the story --- don’t buy gas at a station when a tanker is there 
dumping. 
 
Story Three:  This story parallels story two.  In fact sometimes it’s hard to 
determine which of the two is the cause for your no start or stalling after starting 
in severe cold conditions. This story starts with the old wives tale that “gas and 
water don’t mix”.  That’s completely wrong.  My numbers might not be exact, but as I 
recall gas can absorb up to 3% of its weight of water at room temperature, but as it 
cools this percentage decreases.  Down to 32 degrees it’s shed as water droplets.  
Below 32 degrees it’s shed as ice crystals.  Many an airplane flight from down south 
at 80 degrees has ended with engine fuel starvation when it encountered 0 degree 
temperatures up north four hours later.  The diagnosis is almost always – a fuel 
filter plugged with ice crystals.  This phenomenon can happen to you also, as it’s 
not too uncommon to have a 60 to 70 degree drop in temperatures over just a few days 
in winter.  Almost always, if a car is towed to a garage and put inside for just an 
hour, it’ll start just fine.  I don’t think this is a result of the warming of the 
battery and oil, but rather that the ice turned to water and the carburetor or fuel 
injection system could then work normally.  Moral of the story --- either use gasohol 
fuel or add Heet regularly to your gas tank in the winter. 
As I’m always looking for subjects to write about, I’ll probably continue with these 
off the wall stories titled “Subjects Not Found In Books”. 
 
Safe motoring!!!!!!!          DEAD LAKE MOTORS 
 
 
 



 

 
                  
 

MINNESOTA AUSTIN HEALEY CLUB  

                              REGALIA ORDER FORM   
       
ITEM # / DESCRIPTION COLOR EMB. SIZE QUAN. PRICE TOTAL 
        
#1 - Men's Pique Golf Shirt Royal/Bla Front   $ 20.50    
        
#2 - Women's Pique Golf Shirt Yellow/NvyFront   $ 20.50    
        

#3 - Men's Jacquard Golf Shirt Forest Grn Front   $ 28.50    
        

#4 - Men's Denim Shirt -Lg. Sleeve Med. Blue Frt&Back   $ 34.00    
        

#5 - Men's Denim Shirt -Sh. Sleeve Med. Blue Front   $ 23.00    
        

#6 - Women's Micro-Fleece Vest Navy Front   $ 25.50    
        

#7 - Men's Micro-Fleece Shirt Charcoal Frt&Back   $ 45.00    
        

#8 - Men's Microfiber Windshirt Black Frt&Back   $ 48.50    
        

#9 - Men's Sweatshirt Navy Front   $ 28.50    
        

#10 -Women's Hooded Sweatshirt Navy Front   $ 30.50    
       
       
Name:          
       
Address:            
       
City,State,Zip:           
       
Phone:           
       
Notes:  Please make check out to: MN Austin Healey Club    
       
Regalia orders will be delivered to Club events, unless arranged.  
       
Most items available in sizes XS - XL. Larger sizes are available at extra charge.  
       
Questions: call Gary Ronning at 763-684-4041. Delivery time is approximately 3 weeks.
       
Send Form with Payment to:  Gary Ronning   1019 Ridge Haven Circle   Buffalo, MN  55313 
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Ring in the New Year 
 
Join us at Birkmose Park in Hudson, Wisconsin, to watch the sun rise and raise a 
toast to 2008. This is an Intermarque event loosely hosted by Minnesota 
Triumphs. Bring a toast to read, some snacks to share, and your favorite bubbly, 
if you so desire.  
 
We’ll then head downtown to Regionally Renowned Dick’s Bar, 111 Walnut St. 
Hudson, for breakfast. Sunrise is at 7:51 a.m. Meet at the park at 7:15 a.m. 
 
Date: January 1 
Time: 7:15 a.m. 
Location: Birkmose Park, Hudson, Wisconsin.  
 
Directions:  Take I-94 East to Exit #1. Head toward downtown Hudson. Take a 
right at the first stoplight onto Coulee Road. Go up the hill and look for the 
concrete teepee indicating the entrance to the park on the right. Turn right into 
the park and go up the hill to the parking lot. 



 

Membership Renewal Form 
 
 
Renewal procedure:  
• Local members or local members who desire to join the national organization may renew using the form below. 
• Those members who are local and national will receive a notice each December from the national secretary 

instructing them to renew with the national form while updating any personal information.  They should remit payment 
to the local membership director.  The local membership director will process the membership and will forward the 
payment and information to the national organization for you.  This method is preferred for local and national 
members and helps us keep our records up to date. 

• Membership dues are payable on January 1st of each year. 
• Renewals not received by February 28th, will be subject to a late fee of $5.00. New members may join at any time.  
Fill out the membership form and mail along with a check made payable to MAHC to:   
 
MAHC Membership Director 
Jim Kriz 
2000 Kenwood Parkway 
Minneapolis, MN 55405 
 
All memberships are considered dead if not renewed by April 1st. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Membership / Renewal Form 

 
 

 Minnesota A-H Club    �  New   �  Renewal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $20.00   
 Austin-Healey Club of America   �  New    �  Renewal . . . . . .   $40.00   
 BOTH CLUBS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $60.00 

 
Name:     Spouse    Home Phone (     ) -   
 
Address:  City:   State   Zip  Work Phone: (     ) -  
 
E-mail address:        Receive Newsletter via email?  Yes  No 
 

HEALEY INFORMATION: 
 

       Year ____     Model ___________       Color ___________              Original Owner 
(Y/N)___ 

     
       Year____      Model ___________        Color  ___________     Original Owner 

(Y/N)___ 
 
     Condition:     � Show Quality � Nice & Roadworthy � Could be running with help � Restoration Project 
  
 



   Minnesota Austin Healey Club 
Larry Nimmerfroh, Editor 
6554 Kingfisher Lane 
Eden Prairie, MN  55346 

First Class Postage 

 

 
 
 

MARKETPLACE  
 
     FOR SALE – 1975  Jenson Healy  NO RUST  Tangerine/tan convertible from California 

All stock engine with 5 speed transmission- runs strong! New Yokahama tires.  
Factory hard top - needs new convert top. I have a new carpet and trunk kits for installation.   
Forget what you may have heard about J Healeys-they are great cars - $7500. photos available  
Tom Politiski  healeymog@yahoo.com  218-367-2168 (10/07) 

 
    FOR SALE - New Black Carpet Kit for AH 3000 BT7 Center shift - $150.00.   
            Used AH BJ8 Windscreen - frame and glass still assembled - $150.00.  (11/07) 
            Call Gary Ronning at 763-684-4041 or email to gtronning@aol.com .   

 
Marketplace policy:  All ads are free to current members.  For non-members, the charge is $5.00 per month. 

         Ads will be run for three months after which time the advertiser needs to submit new ad copy.  Please inform 
the editor if your item or items have been sold during the three month period so the ad can be removed. 
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