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Date: Wednesday January 6th
Time: 7:00 p.m. (or before)
Place: Fort Snelling Officers Club
This location is on Hwy. 5 (east of I-494)
on the southeast side of the Mpls./St. Paul Intl.
Airport. Exit at the Post Road ramp, turn south
(east) towards the river and proceed on to the road
heading for the park, take the first left and wind
around to the Officers Club building.
Come and enjoy refreshments and/or food
with the friendly club members, catch up on news
& events, and discuss cars & restorations.

Breakfast at the Peg
Come to this casual event (most) every Saturday
morning about 8:00 a.m. for great food, reasonable
prices, & lots of Intermarque car enthusiasts. It’s a
fun way to start off your weekend !
Bring your appetite !
The location: The Square Peg Diner
2021 East Hennepin Ave.
Minneapolis, MN 55414

Cover picture courtesy of the CHATTER publication of the Austin
Healey Club of America. Thank you!

THE HEALEY ENTHUSIAST
The official publication of the Minnesota Austin Healey Club, THE HEALEY ENTHUSIAST, is published 12 times per year
for the benefit of its members. Articles which appear in THE HEALEY ENTHUSIAST are the opinions of the authors and
do not express the position of the Minnesota Austin Healey Club on any matter unless specifically noted. We do our best to
ensure accuracy but cannot be held responsible for errors and omissions. Contributions are welcome on any subject related to
Healeys, club members, or of general interest to the classic car hobby. Material from THE HEALEY ENTHUSIAST may be
reprinted in any other publication provided reciprocal article use permission is granted by that publication. Deadline for
submissions to the editor is the 15th of the month prior to the next issue. Classified ads are free for MAHC members, $5.00
for non-members. For display rates contact newsletter advertising. The Minnesota Austin Healey Club is affiliated with the
Austin Healey Club of America.
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Presidential
Ponderings
It’s all about the Ratio!
I want to be among the first to wish everyone a Happy New Year!! The past month or so has
granted me the opportunity to see how the well greased gears of the MAHC operate.
I would like to thank everyone who was in attendance at the planning meeting. I realize the
change of date caused some conflicts, but I believe we were able to work through the problems to a
good end.
This was the first planning meeting my husband and I have attended. I don’t know how it
compared with any other-but I have to say- I had a great time, I hope everyone else did too. It
appears to me that we will have a lot of fun this year and have many opportunities to enjoy our cars.
Gary and I have been members for a little over a year. It has been a learning experience on many
levels. I’d like to share an example. Last spring Gary and I went to Afton to watch the Hill Climb.
We didn’t drive our Healey because it was still in restoration. We watched for a couple of hours and
ran our dogs up and down the hills. It was all very amusing.
We then attended Rendezvous where I volunteered to be one of Tom Hazen’s “flag girls”. This
involved waving a starting flag, watching the car through the first gate, and taking note in case it hit a
cone. I was now interested in every car. This may sound trivial, but I was now participating in every
run. What fun! Our Healey was still not drivable, and our second newly acquired Healey wasn’t yet
dependable. (I know, that’s another whole subject!) I was happy to discover that I could ride along
as a passenger. My first speed run was as co-pilot to Tom Politiski in his Morgan. Thanks, Tom!
By the time Gymkhana came around we finally had a road ready Healey. Yee ha!! After a little
coaxing, Gary agreed to let me drive “My Car” in the Gymkhana. I was thrilled when all my new
friends actually cheered for me on that first completed run! One thought went through my mind. “I
need to do that again!” I can honestly say I am now hooked on Healeys.
So what is my point to this long drawn out story? I am trying to convey that the ratio between
participation and fun are directly proportional. The more a person participates, the more fun a
person will have. That doesn’t even include other perks, like making new friends and building
stronger relationships with old friends, learning more about Healeys, sharing the love of the sport,
and even having events run more smoothly. So please, ladies and gentlemen, get out there and
participate in as many ways as you can, and have FUN!
We have a calendar with many events scheduled. I hope all of you can participate in as many as
possible. If anyone has interest in having an event that is not scheduled, please call me to discuss
further possibilities. Have a great January!
Stay warm!
Eileen Wetzel
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Presidents Informal Evening
By Tom Hazen

Club President Eileen Wetzel deftly chaired her first PIE meeting on December 2nd at the Fort Snelling Officers
Club. She called the meeting to order promptly and after a brief introduction and announcements for upcoming
events, she opened the floor.
Greg Lauser encouraged us to register for Conclave 2010 in Galena, IL. Reservations at the headquarters hotel
cannot be made unless you have a registration number first. We should have a number of people attending this year,
because the location is so close to us. Please plan to attend.
Mike Martin brought up the fact that we should be paying attention to our finances and expenditures in the future.
We are perhaps spending more than we should to maintain a sound balance in our treasury. Madame President
th
mentioned the planning meeting on the 12 and encouraged everyone to attend. Spook Johns talked about a
“hangar Healey” that has recently been rediscovered.
Potential new member Tom Witchger introduced himself and showed a photo of a BJ8 he is considering purchasing.
Welcome Tom ! Tom Hazen brought up the idea of possible speed events at go-kart tracks around the area. There
are some abandoned tracks and some still in use that might handle little British cars very well. More news soon!
In attendance (alphabetically): Curt Carlson, Ron Corazzo, Aaron Courteau, Tom Hazen, Jeff Johnk, Spook Johns,
Jim Kriz, Greg Lauser, Dave Lee, Jeff Lumbard, Mike Manser, Mike Martin, Dick Mathews, Tom and June Moerke,
Dan Powell, Gary Ronning, Jack Stein, Carl and Betty Stine, Gary and Eileen Wetzel, Tom Witchger, and Tom
Wolters.

Gary Wetzel

….after a recent bout with Austin Healey
rear leaf springs. Eileen said that she had
never seen him so dirty……and promptly
ordered him out of the kitchen !
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MAHC ANNUAL PLANNING MEETING
We met at the very trendy Amore Victoria Ristorante on West Lake street at 10:00 am on Saturday
December 12th. There was a separate room where we assembled, and a good group of members turned out
to plan the club events for 2010.
Those in attendance included Jim Klein, Rod Richert, Curt Carlson, Gary & Barb Ronning, Wayne
Soderbeck, Larry Nimmerfroh, Jim Kriz, Tom & June Moerke, John Snyder, Byron Peterson, Mike Martin,
Dick Mathews, Phil Ethier, Nancy & Greg Lauser, Kim & Steve Rixen, Tom Hazen, Scott McQueen, and
Eileen & Gary Wetzel.
Eileen did a great job of having the annual Calendar pages up on the wall with a lot of the regular
events already noted. Then she guided us through each month to verify the dates and add some new
events! The new ones include a High Tea in March and a Progressive Dinner (3 locations) near the end of
May. Many of the events are being repeated again in 2010, and we want to thank all of those people who
are putting them on. Eileen had prizes for each person/couple that is/are holding an event in 2010. She
also had Planners available, so the events could be written down and taken home. What a thoughtful
planner she is !
Breakfasts were ordered during our discussions, and then we took a break to consume the good
eats! There was discussion on both the Rendezvous in June at Thunder Bay and the Conclave in July at
Galena, Illinois. It looked like we would have good representation at both major events. The session
wound down, and we all agreed it was going to be a busy year. Thanks to all who attended and who
offered to host events.
There was a meeting of the Board of Directors immediately after the Planning Session.
Editor

VP Tom Hazen & Pres. Eileen Wetzel

Breakfast at Amore Victoria Ristorante
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Barking From the Back Seat
It’s Sunday afternoon. The days are short and it’s already dark. I lay stretched out in a deep slumber,
my legs twitching wildly in my dreams. What am I dreaming about? Not what you think, not of chasing
a rabbit through the yard or a squirrel up a tree. My dreams are of bigger adventures.

I hear the roar of an engine, not just any engine-the throbbing straight six Healey engine. I race to my
special collar and whine with anticipation, dance impatiently until the car door is opened, and I climb
to my spot in the back seat. My goggles are donned on me and I am ready!!

Oh, sweet ecstasy! As we glide down the street the wind sails past my ears. I stretch my nose up to
the sky to feel my jowls vibrate and flap in the wind. My slobbery saliva drools on the Alpha Man’s
head. (OK, so who is the real alpha here?) As we slow for stop lights people smile and laugh. I give
them my best doggie smile when they take pictures of me. I am a STAR…..

Hey, who woke me up? I need to get back to my dreams-it could be a long winter.

Barron Von Wetzel
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Midwest Region, Austin-Healey Club of America
Conclave 2010, July 11—July 16, 2010
Registration Form (Please Print Clearly)

Today’s Date: ___________________
Arrival Date: ______________ Club: ____________________
Name: _________________________________________________ Spouse/Guest: ______________________________________
Address: _________________________________ City: _______________________ State/Prov: _____ Postal Code: ____________
Telephone: _________________________Cell Phone: _________________________E-Mail: ______________________________
Additional Adult Guest(s): ____________________________________________________________________________________
Children Attending: __________________________________________________________________________________________
Name/Age

All attendees must be registered. The registration fee
covers 1 car, 2 adults and immediate family members
under 18, hospitality, popularity judging, tech sessions,
rallies and other activities. ( Other events may require
additional fees)

Name/Age

Name/Age

Quantity

Amount

Registration Fee Through 4/15/10

1

$120.00

Registration Fee After 4/15/10

1

$150.00

Fees:

We would like to participate in:

Gymkhana
Rally TSD
Rally Fun
Funkhana

Walking Rally
Tech Session I
Tech Session II
Tech Session III

Pinewood Derby
RC Races
Future 50 Event
Women’s Event

(Classes subject to change based on pre-registration)
Popularity Judging (Indicate Class) (If entering multiple
cars, please indicate below who will be driving each.)











100 M
100
100/6
BN6 &BN7 ( 2 Seat)
BN4 &BT7 (4 Seat)
BT7 MKII (Tri-carb)
BJ 7
BJ 8 (1 light)
BJ 8 (2 light)











Jensen Healey
Bugeye Sprite MK I
Sprite MK II
Sprite MK III &IV
Healey Boat
Modified Healey
Nasty Boy
Diamond-in-the-Rough
Other Healey

Car: ___________

Driver: __________________________

Car: ___________

Driver: __________________________

Arts and Crafts (Indicate Class)

 A & C Junior Craft
 A & C Senior Craft
 Healey Toys/Literature

 A & C Photo Action
 A&C Photo Pride & Joy

* For Concours guidelines contact :
Mike Osipik,
39 E. 55th Street, Kansas City MO 64113-1265
(816) 333-0526
E-mail: mikeosipik@earthlink.net

http://www.austinhealeyconclave.com

$25.00

Additional Adult

$25.00

Trailer/Tow Vehicle (for Week)

$25.00

Trailer/Tow Vehicle - Premium Lot

$100.00

(Fees for the Following Events are per Person)
Presidents Buffet Dinner—Monday

$40.00

(Under 10—$20.00)

River Boat Buffet Dinner-Wednesday

$55.00

(Includes Bus to/from—under 10—$30.00)

Awards Dinner—Thursday
Select:

$45.00

Steak ___ Pork____ Salmon____
( Under 10—$20.00)

Kids Pizza Party—Thursday

$10.00

Breakfast Buffet

$60.00

(4 meals (Mon –Thur.) total per person)

Women’s Event

$20.00

Concours Judging Fee * ( per vehicle)

$25.00

Total Payment (U.S. Funds)

Mail the completed registration form, with payment to:
Conclave 2010
PO Box 4677
Wheaton, IL 60189
E-mail: ctlwheaton@comcast.net

For the latest Conclave 2010 Information visit

Additional Car or Boat

Total

Payment Method:

Check/Money Order _______

Visa/MC ______

Visa/MC Number: __________ - __________ - __________ - __________
CCID (on Back of Card) _________ Expiration Date: _________________
Card Holder’s Name on Card: ______________________________________
Please Print

Card Holder’s Signature: __________________________________________
No Refunds after March 31, 2010

Return to Home Page

Hosted by the Midwest Region AHCA

Conclave 2010
AHCA Heritage 1975 – 2010
Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa, Galena, IL
July 11-16, 2010
Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa is the perfect
choice for Conclave 2010. Illinois’ Galena
Territory has a beautiful sparkling lake amidst
acres of rolling hills. Breath-taking views and
nature’s beauty abound among the miles of
roads perfect for Healey driving. Eagle Ridge
also boasts 63 holes of the Midwest’s finest
golf. Accommodations are unrivaled in variety
and character with choices from rooms at the
inn to homes and villas.
The 2010 Popularity Car Show will be
nestled among the quaint shops and
restaurants on Main St. in Galena which has
long been established as one of the premier
destinations in the Midwest. Located in the
northwest corner of Illinois, Galena’s western
edge is outlined by the Mississippi River and
Iowa and bordered to the north by Wisconsin.
With the tranquility of its river valleys and
boundless views of scenic vistas, Galena and
Jo Davies County give inspiration to Conclave
2010.
Enjoy a prime rib dinner aboard the
”Celebration Belle” for the Captain’s Dinner
and Dance Cruise. Look forward to a beautiful
sunset, and dancing the night away, all in a
relaxing atmosphere while cruising on the
Mississippi.

Convenient to major
highways from all directions.

Chicago
Rockford
Indianapolis
Milwaukee
Madison
Minneapolis
Dubuque
Cedar Rapids
Quad Cities
Des Moines
Springfield
St. Louis

RETURN TO 2010 CONCLAVE HOME PAGE:

140 miles
85 miles
300 miles
175 miles
90 miles
280 miles
20 miles
80 miles
85 miles
210 miles
205 miles
325 miles
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Events Schedule
January 6 **
January 16**
February 3**
February 20**

PIE Meeting - (Wed) Meet at 7:00 p.m. at The Fort Snelling Officers Club located on Hwy. 5
at Post Road - just across the road from the entrance to the Mpls./St. Paul Int’l. Airport. There is
always an enjoyable group of members to discuss a variety of topics.
Wine & Cheese Party – (Sat.) From 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. at Dick & Karla’s Mathews’ home at
1301 Waterford Drive in Golden Valley, MN. Bring wine, a snack, photos, videos, memorabilia.

PIE Meeting – (Wed.) Meet at 7:00 p.m. See previous notice.
Tech Session – (Sat) From 11:00 to 4:00 pm at Rixen’s Strictly British Garage in Hudson,
WI. Treats will be served.

March 3**
March 14 **
March 27

April 7 **
April 24 **

PIE Meeting - (Wed) Meet at 7:00 p.m. See previous notice.
High Tea Party – (Sun.Aft.) The Tea will be furnished, and the attendees will bring authentic
British dishes. Hosted by Steve & Kim Rixen at their home. Details later.
Intermarque Go Kart Challenge –(Sat) From 8:30 to 11:00 a.m. at the race track in
Burnsville. This is the sixth year for the Jaguar Club sponsored event. Awards lunch will follow.
Call Dave Meek at 952-942-5001 for more info.

PIE Meeting - (Wed) Meet at 7:00 p.m. See previous notice.
Adopt a Highway Clean-up - (Sat) Meet at 9:00 a.m. at the Veteran’s Hwy. Roadside
Park at milepost 80 on US Hwy. 61 – just above Lake City, MN for the Spring Adopt-a-Highway
clean up. Arrangements are being made by Greg Lauser.

May 5 **
May 8**
May 14-16

PIE Meeting - (Wed) Meet at 7:00 p.m. See previous notice
Spring Awakening Tour - (Sat.) “Get Your Cars Out” tour to be arranged by Tom Moerke.
Vintage GT Challenge – (Sat.) This will be the weekend for the Spring races at
RoadAmerica in Elkhart Lake, WI.

May 22

Intermarque Spring Kick-Off – (Sat.) The Intermarque Council will again sponsor the

May 23**

Spring car show. It will take place from 10:00 am – 3:00 pm at Como Park in St. Paul.
Three Stop Northwest Metro Progressive Dinner – (Sun.) We will start at the
Ronning’s in Buffalo for appetizers, proceed to Wetzels in Plymouth for the main course, and
end up at Klein’s in Maple Grove for dessert. Details later.

June 2 **
June 12

PIE Meeting - (Wed) Meet at 7:00 p.m. See previous notice.
Amery Competition Run – (Sat.) Excellent test running of your favorite Sports Car

June 17 - 20
June 18 - 20
June 27**

orchestrated by Tom Hazen.
Rendezvous 2010 - This will be the 20th year for the annual Vintage Sports Car
Rendezvous. The location this year will be in Thunder Bay, Ontario. Get your hotel reservations
in early!
Back to the 50’s Car Show – The annual supersize car show at the Minnesota State
Fairgrounds. If you want to see tons of fancy cars, here’s the place!
Lynch / Ronning Tour & Picnic – (Sun.) There will be a driving tour in the southwest
metro area ending up at Mike & Gloria Lynch’s lovely home for refreshments and dinner.
** - Denotes an official MAHC club activity
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Events Schedule
July 3 – 4
July 7 **
July 11 – 15
July 15 – 18
July 18
July 24
July 25
Aug 1 **
Aug 4 **
Aug 14
Aug. 29
Sept. 1 **
Sept. 10 – 12
Sept.11
Sept. 12 **
Sept. 19 **
Sept. 25**
Sept. 26
Oct. 6 **
Oct. 16

VSCR Races – At Brainerd International Raceway. Includes Show & Go Drag Races.
PIE Meeting - (Wed) Meet at 7:00 p.m. See previous notice.
Austin Healey Conclave – (Sun.–Thurs.) This year the national AHCA Conclave will be in
Galena, Illinois. We should have good representation at this event. Reserve early !
Kohler International Challenge. This is the big annual vintage car race event held at
RoadAmerica in Elkhart Lake, WI. For details, call J.Johnk, D.Powell, R.Stadther,or J. Lumbard.
Lynch Mexican Picnic – (Sun.) This will be another grand picnic put on by Mike & Gloria
Lynch. Always great food in a great setting. Details later.
InterMarque Movie Night – (Sat.) Join your Sports Car loving friends for an evening at the
(outdoor) movies. Arrangements by Curt Carlson.
Intermarque Picnic – (Sun.) 1:00 pm Monthly gathering for a picnic at Cherokee Park in St.
Paul. Bring your own food and refreshments.

Stine / Lauser Annual Country Picnic – (Sun.) Gather at the Stine Farm for their
annual Luncheon on the Lawn. Foods are always delicious. Details later.
PIE Meeting - (Wed) Meet at 7:00 p.m. See previous notice.
Brit Fest – (Sat) 9:00 am – 1:00 pm This event has been held at the Ellingson Car Museum
on Hwy. 94 near Rogers, MN for the past several years. It’s a great place to buy or sell parts and
show your car. Sponsored by the MN MG Group.
Intermarque Picnic – (Sun.) 1:00 pm Monthly gathering for a picnic at Cherokee Park in St.
Paul. Bring your own food and refreshments.

PIE Meeting – (Wed.) Meet at 7:00 p.m. See previous notice.
Fall Vintage Race Festival - Held at RoadAmerica in Elkhart Lake, WI. A great
opportunity to see vintage racing up close. Call Jeff J., Dan P., Jeff L., or Rich S. for details.
Wheels ‘n Wings – (Sat) 8:00 am 30th Year! Always a lot of cars and a lot of books.
Airplanes , a train ride, hot dogs, and friendly people make it an enjoyable day in Osceola, WI.
Healey Morgan Picnic – (Sun.) Enjoy a sunny Sunday afternoon at Herb & Marsha Miller’s
Bloomington home and browse through Herb’s projects and toys. Details later.
Soderbeck-Huston Picnic in the Woods – (Sun.) Come to Wayne’s house in the
woods for down home cooking and trail games. Details later.
Adopt a Highway Clean-up (Sat.) The second of our two clean-ups for the year is to be
on this date. Details later.
Intermarque Picnic – (Sun.) 1:00 pm Monthly gathering for a picnic at Cherokee Park in St.
Paul. Bring your own food and refreshments.

PIE Meeting – (Wed.) Meet at 7:00 p.m. See previous notice.
Fall Color Tour- (Sat.) Be out and enjoy the beautiful Fall colors with our illustrious road
event leader – Tom Hazen ! Details later.

Nov. 3 **
Nov. 13

PIE Meeting – (Wed.) Meet at 7:00 p.m. See previous notice.
Charity Event – (Sat.) 9:00 – 11:00 am. For Feed My Starving Children. Dale Martin

Nov. 20 **

arranges this very worthwhile event each year. It is an enjoyable exercise for a very good cause.
Annual Business Meeting Party – (Sat.) The annual business meeting, election of
officers, and dinner banquet will occur on this evening at the Officer’s Club. Details later.

Dec. 1**
Dec. 4 **

PIE Meeting – (Wed.) Meet at 7:00 p.m. See previous notice.
Planning Breakfast – (Sat.) The schedule of events for 2011 will be on the agenda for this
meeting. Tom Hazen will select the site.
** - Denotes an official MAHC club activity

Minnesota Austin Healey Club
Gary Ronning, Editor
1019 Ridge Haven Circle
Buffalo, MN 55313

First Class Postage

MARKETPLACE
Marketplace policy: All ads are free to current members. For non-members, the charge is $5.00 per month.
Ads will be run for three months after which time the advertiser needs to submit new ad copy. Please inform
the editor if your item or items have been sold during the three month period so the ad can be removed.

ATTENTION – A-H PARTS SEEKERS !! I have a varied assortment of parts for BN, BT and BJ7s. If you
would like to know what they are, email me at casadirossi@hotmail.com and I will reply with a list. (11/09)
WANTED – Set of Steel Wheels and Hubcaps for 1960 AH Sprite. Call Paul Isakson at 715-554-3858 or
email to iker@amerytel.net (11/09)
WANTED – Front and Rear Wings (fenders) for A-H 3000 BT7 – in good condition – no rust. Call Jeff
Lumbard at 952-469-6681 or email to lumbard@msn.com . (01/10)
WANTED – A-H Bugeye Sprite. Good to Great Driver. No restoration projects, no Red cars. 1275 engine
and 5-speed tranny are a plus. Cash or trade for a great Citroen2CV. Contact Andy Lindberg at
andrewlindberg@comcast.net . (01/10)
FOR SALE - I have a collectible for sale. It is a plastic model kit of an Austin Healey 100-6 put out by
Matchbox about 7 or 8 years ago. The box is still sealed with the cellophane wrapper. This is an assembly
type kit - 1:25 scale. Call Geoff at 612-822-7069 or email to casadirossi@hotmail.com for more details. (1/10)
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