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Are you sure you have it put away for the winter?

JANUARY EVENTS
Wed. Jan. 5
Sat. Jan. 15
Sun. Jan. 30

PIE Meeting
Lunch with Larry
Winter Party at Lauser’s
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PIE

(President’s Informal Evening)
Date: Wednesday January 5th
Time: 7:00 p.m. (or before)
Place: Fort Snelling Officers Club
This location is on Hwy. 5 (east of I-494)
on the southeast side of the Mpls./St. Paul Intl.
Airport. Exit at the Post Road ramp, turn south
(east) towards the river and proceed on to the road
heading for the park, take the first left and wind
around to the Officers Club building.
Come and enjoy refreshments and/or food
with the friendly club members, catch up on news
& events, and discuss cars & restorations.

Breakfast at the Peg
Come to this casual event (most) every Saturday
morning about 8:00 a.m. for great food, reasonable
prices, & lots of Intermarque car enthusiasts. It’s a
fun way to start off your weekend !
Bring your appetite !
The location: The Square Peg Diner
2021 East Hennepin Ave.
Minneapolis, MN 55414

TOM MOERKE
GARY RONNING
WAYNE SODERBECK
JACK STEIN
GARY WETZEL, Chrmn.

Minnesota
Web Site

www.mnhealey.com

National
Web Site

www.healeyclub.org

THE HEALEY ENTHUSIAST
The official publication of the Minnesota Austin Healey Club, a Minnesota Non-Profit Corporation. THE HEALEY
ENTHUSIAST, is published 12 times per year for the benefit of its members. Articles which appear in THE HEALEY
ENTHUSIAST are the opinions of the authors and do not express the position of the Minnesota Austin Healey Club on any
matter unless specifically noted. We do our best to ensure accuracy but cannot be held responsible for errors and omissions.
Contributions are welcome on any subject related to Healeys, club members, or of general interest to the classic car hobby.
Material from THE HEALEY ENTHUSIAST may be reprinted in any other publication provided reciprocal article use
permission is granted by that publication. Deadline for submissions to the editor is the 15 th of the month prior to the next
issue. Classified ads are free for MAHC members, $5.00 for non-members. For display rates contact newsletter advertising.
The Minnesota Austin Healey Club Inc. is operating as a Minnesota Non-Profit Corporation and is affiliated with the Austin
Healey Club of America, Inc.
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Presidential
Ponderings
By EILEEN WETZEL
Happy New Year! I hope this newsletter finds you all well, safe, and shoveled out! I’m glad the Healeys are all snug
and warm. It didn’t start out that way. Late fall, Gary had brought the BJ8 to master body and paint artist, Bruce
Bush, of Centuria, Wisconsin to have a blemish touched up. We went to pick it up on a Friday when the roads where
nice and dry. The weather gurus were forecasting snow by late afternoon, so we’d be home by then. We’d just have
to be careful not to visit too long.
Bruce and Kelley Bush are two of the nicest people you’ll ever meet, as well as being amazing at their craft. We
ended up staying just a little longer than we meant to, but should still have been in good shape to get home before the
snow. By the time we got to 35W the flakes were flying. When we got to 694 it was stop and go pretty much all the
way to Maple Grove. It was almost dark by the time we made it home to Plymouth.
We made it home safely, but the Healey was covered with salt. No problem, when the roads are dry. Just bring it into
the garage at my work and wash it by hand. That’s only four miles from home. Problem - the roads have not been dry
since!
That hasn’t stopped Gary from starting his winter projects. New tools and parts seem to arrive every week. We are
putting off remodeling the bedroom for another year, so we can devote as much time as possible to the Healeys.
Spring will be here before we know it! I hope to help out more this winter. I’ve been studying my terminology:
WIRE WHEEL BENCH GRINDER:
Cleans paint off bolts and then throws them somewhere under the workbench with the speed of light. Also removes
fingerprints and hard-earned calluses from fingers in about the time it takes you to say, "Oh, shit!"
BELT SANDER:
An electric sanding tool commonly used to convert minor touch-up jobs into major refinishing jobs.
PLIERS:
Used to round off bolt heads. Sometimes used in the creation of blood-blisters.
VISE-GRIPS:
Generally used after pliers to completely round off bolt heads. If nothing else is available, they can also be used to
transfer intense welding heat to the palm of your hand.
OXYACETYLENE TORCH:
Used almost entirely for lighting on fire various flammable objects in your shop. Also handy for igniting the grease
inside the wheel hub out of which you want to remove a bearing race.
HYDRAULIC FLOOR JACK:
Used for lowering an automobile to the ground after you have installed your new brake shoes, trapping the jack
handle firmly under the bumper.

Also-there is no such thing as bad weather, just inappropriate clothing!
Check out the calendar for upcoming events!!
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Presidents Informal Evening
By Eileen Wetzel

In Attendance: Dan Powell, Mike Manser, Jeff Lumbard, Rich and Liz Stadther, Andy Lindberg, Jim Kriz,
Kim and Steve Rixen, Jack Stein, Mike Martin, Gary and Eileen Wetzel, Dick Mathews, Tom and June
Moerke, Spook and Britt Johns, John Snyder, and Curt Carlson.
December PIE was fairly quiet, because there was very little old or new business to discuss.
Curt Carlson gave a demonstration on his laptop of the www.mnhealey.com website. He has revised the
member roster and photo gallery to combine them together. If anyone hasn’t submitted a photo with
their car, please send a jpeg to Curt labeled with your name. Also, check out the updated calendar. Curt
has put in many hours to create a comprehensive calendar that includes many different car clubs’
activities. Don’t be afraid to check it out and play around with it a bit.
Besides visiting, many watched the YouTube video “North Dakota Least Visited State”. This is the video
that the British Iron Society played to promote Rendezvous in Fargo next June. If you haven’t seen it, try
to make an effort to do so. It is worth the time! See you in January !

InterMarque Newsletter
Are you getting the news about all the car club activities nearby?
You may be surprised at how much is going on in our area.
To read the InterMarque Newsletters, just go to the following website:
http://intermarque.org/imm.newsletters.html .
Click on any issue you would like to read, and bingo it’s there!
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DECEMBER PLANNING BREAKFAST
By Geoff Rossi

Saturday, December 4, brought together two-dozen club members in St. Paul. What was the reason?
No, it had nothing to do with deciding our next State governor. It was something far more relative to
providing our members with excitement, joy, and the meaning of owning a Healey. It was Planning Day!
In a meeting room of the Capitol View Café on Smith Avenue, all present shared breakfast. Then it was
down to the business of the day. Within an hour and a half, activities for 2011 were set. They range from
Wine & Cheese Parties, Spring and Fall Driving Tours, a Rendezvous, a Conclave, the always anticipated
Hill Climb, some Tech Sessions thrown in, and much much more. Adding in the InterMarque events, you
will find a destination to drive to nearly every week of the summer.
What was impressive was the readiness of volunteers to step-up to plan and/or host a function. In some
cases, members do multiple events. There was an added incentive – Eileen presented a mystery package
to each volunteer. Someone left with four. Now that’s commitment!
The accomplishment of the morning was a calendar with lots of event days. Every member should find
something of interest, be it driving or social. There will be no excuses for not putting some miles on the
odometer this coming year!!
Healey On!
Those in Attendance: Dave Herreid, Andy Lindberg, Steve & Kim Rixen, Dick Mathews, Scott
McQueen, Mike Martin, Tom & June Moerke, Chuck & Jean Norton, Barb & Dale Martin, Mike & Gloria
Lynch, Gary & Barb Ronning, Jim Kriz, Geoff & Diane Rossi, Gary & Eileen Wetzel, Greg Lauser and
Tom Hazen.
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Technical Tip - Torque Number 1

By Steve Rixen

This is one of, well, how many I am not sure, but this is the first article that will be concerned with good torque
practices. In later articles I will talk more in depth about fastener grades & types, torque wrench types and proper use.
A torque table, which appears immediately below, is suitable for clipping, enlarging as desired or required by aged eyes,
and attaching to a handy surface in your shop. Use the Torque Table to ascertain the appropriate torque to apply if the
fastener you are installing does not appear in the Torque Specifications of your Bentley Austin-Healey Repair Manual.
Foot Pounds / Inch Pounds

Torque Table
Bolt Shank Dia

Grade 2

Grade 5

Gr 5 Lubed

Grade 8

Gr 8 Lubed

1/4-20 UNC

5 60

8 96

5 60

12 144

7 84

1/4-28 UNF

6 72

10 120

6 72

14 168

9 96

5/16-18 UNC

11 132

17 204

10 120

25 300

15 180

5/16-24 UNF

12 144

19 228

12 144

27 324

16 192

3/8-16 UNC

20 240

30 360

19 228

43 316

27 324

3/8-24 UNF

23 276

35 420

21 256

49 588

30 360

7/16-14 UNC

32 384

50 600

30 360

70 840

42 504

7/16-20 UNF

36 432

55 660

33 396

78 936

47 564

1/2-13 UNC

50 600

75 900

45 540

105 1260

63 756

1/2-20 UNF

55 660

90 1080

54 648

120 1440

72 864

The torques identified here are for the appropriate thread and grade of nuts torqued onto similarly graded bolts or
studs. Good Torque practice requires the fastener threads to be clean and if possible lightly lubricated. If you don’t
know the shank diameter, invest in a low buck vernier or dial caliper and measure the diameter of the fastener shank.
If the fastener is a bolt being torqued into a threaded hole the there will be additional friction which will require
additional torque be applied. Additional thread engagement and shank interference will require a percentage of
additional torque be applied. (You judge if no information is available in the torque specs.)
The typical fastener on an Austin-Healey or MG is fine thread or UNF. (Triumphs are about the only British car which
normally uses course threads in any quantity. Figures doesn’t it?) British Standard or Whitworth fasteners have shank
sizes close to those above and threads which are close to fine thread, British Standard Fine or BSF and should be torqued
to nearly those above.
Grade 5 should be the assumed grade for the typical original British bolt. If your bolt has been replaced, it will be a
grade 0 to 2 if it has no marks on it. If the head of the bolt has 3 lines, (usually equally spaced around the bolt 120
degrees between lines) it is a grade 5 and if it has eight lines it will be a grade 8. More Torque next time.

MOTEL PARKING

JEAN & GLEN

FUNKHANA

List Favorite Suppliers & Automotive Specialists on Angie’s List
Minnesota Austin-Healey Club members who want to help the Austin-Healey Club of America avoid another national
dues increase soon, may do so by taking a few moments to list their favorite classic sports car suppliers and mechanical
consultants on Angie’s List.

Angie’s List is starting a new Classic Cars initiative and seeks input from clubs around the country that can be
recommended to those who consult Angie’s List for recommendations. Each verified report can earn $5 for the AustinHealey Club of America if you designate it as your charity. Those who already have done so, say it takes about 3-5
minutes to complete a report and receive verification that the charity they designated will receive $5 per report. You
may provide more than one report, and each one verified earns AHCA $5. Here’s how to do it.

1. Go to https://www.angieslist.com/AngiesList/review/charitablereports.aspx
It is very simple to submit a report. There are big buttons that say “continue” and lots of prompts if you leave anything
out.

2. When you click on the link above, you’ll be prompted to set up a profile, including a password. Angie’s List does not
accept anonymous reports and requires a valid email address as part of the reporting process.

3. Select or type in Austin Healey Club of America when it asks for a charitable organization and follow the instructions.

4. Next, you’ll be asked for a provider name. It is very likely that your providers are not on the List yet, so you can click
“add” to add a provider.

5. When you add a provider, you’ll be asked for their contact information. There are a few required fields here…like the
kind of information you’d find on a business card. You’ll be asked to choose some categories for the service provider (i.e.
alternators, painting, etc.)

6. You’ll next be taken to the report page, where you’re asked to give grades via radio buttons and you’re able to write
comments about your experience.

7. Click submit. This will prompt an email to be sent to the email address you entered before. Your report will not be
submitted until you verify your email address.

Once you verify your address, the report will be submitted and you can leave another report. This may seem like a lot of
steps, but it’s pretty quick…and once you’ve submitted your first report, it’s very easy to go back and do more!
Questions? Contact Greg Lauser at glauser@pressenter.com .
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Wine & Cheese
with Hors d’oeuvres
if You Please !
Over the river and through the Wisconsin woods to Lauser’s house we’ll go from 1-4:30 p.m. on Sunday,
January 30 for wine, cheese and hors d’oeuvres.
So grab your favorite bottle of wine, cheese or finger food to share with others who find their way through the
snowdrifts to W12349 694th Ave. north of Prescott, Wisconsin. Nancy and Greg promise to put an extra log on
the fire that day to assure your comfort, and there will be fun and games for everyone. Bring your thinking caps.
For those who don’t use Garmins or TomToms, here are some directions:
From I-94 in Hudson:
Take Exit 2 (Carmichael Road) at the top of the hill up from the St. Croix River and turn right at the stoplight.
Carmichael Road becomes County Road F. Follow it south for approximately 11 miles to Pierce County Road
MM. There is a St. Croix County Road MM about 4 miles south of Hudson, but don’t be fooled and continue
south on County Road F. (We mentioned you’d need your thinking cap, didn’t we?)
On Pierce County Road MM, turn left for about four blocks, then turn right onto 1230th Street (You’ll see a sign
for Highlands Golf Course where you turn onto 1230th). Two blocks later turn right onto 694th Ave. (just past
the mailboxes). Greg & Nancy can be found at the third house on the left. Be careful because 694th is a one-lane
road and the drifts are plenty. Nearby parking will be at a premium, so carpool if you can.
From I-494 at the Wacouta Bridge:
Take U.S. 61/U.S. 10 south toward Hastings approximately 15 miles. At stoplight just north of Hastings (there
will be a Holiday gas station on the southeast corner of the intersection), turn left onto U.S. 10 toward Prescott.
At the stoplight just across the bridge into Prescott, turn left again on U.S. 10 to the top of the hill. At the next
stoplight, turn left onto Wisconsin 29/35 for 1.5 miles and turn left onto County Road F for another 1.5 miles.
Turn right onto Pierce County Road MM for four blocks, turn right onto 1230th Street for two blocks and right
again onto 694th Ave. Greg & Nancy can be found at the third house on the left. Be careful because 694th is a
one-lane road and the drifts are plenty. Nearby parking will be at a premium, so carpool if you can.

See you and your favorite beverage
and treat on January 30!!

MOTEL PARKING

FUNKHANA
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Events Schedule
January 5 **

PIE Meeting - (Wed) Meet at 7:00 pm at The Fort Snelling Officers Club located

March 19**

on Hwy. 5 at Post Road - just across the road from the entrance to the Mpls./St. Paul
Int’l. Airport. Visit with members and get the latest club news!
Lunch with Larry – (Sat) Meet at 9:00 am at the Denny’s Diner for breakfast in
Rogers, MN. Denny’s is on the right at the Rogers exit off I94. At 10:00 am we will
proceed to St. Cloud to visit and lunch with long time member Larry Nimmerfroh. He
has been at the VA Hospital there for the past year. For more info, contact Tom
Moerke at 651-402-2153 or email to tcmoerke@pressenter.com .
Wine & Cheese Party – (Sat) From 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. at Greg & Nancy Lauser’s
home in Prescott, WI. See page 9. Bring wine, a snack, photos, videos, memorabilia.
PIE Meeting – (Wed) Meet at 7:00 p.m. See page 2
Sub Zero Dinner – (Sun) Hosted by Mike & Gloria Lynch. Details later.
A Night at the Play – (Sun) Details later.
PIE Meeting - (Wed) Meet at 7:00 p.m. Hot Wheels Night ! See page 2.
Wine & Cheese Party – (Sun) Hosted by Steve & Kim Rixen at their home.
Details later.
Tech Session – (Sat) At Scott McQueen’s home in the garage. Details later.

April 6 **
April 16
April 30 **

PIE Meeting - (Wed) Meet at 7:00 p.m. See page 2.
Midwest Motors Sports Tech Party – (Sat) Sauk Rapids, MN. Details later.
Adopt a Highway Clean-up - (Sat) Meet at 9:00 a.m. at the Veteran’s Hwy.

January 15**

January 30**
February 2**
February 12**
February 27**
March 2**
March 5 **

May 4 **
May 13-15
May 14
May 15**
June 1 **
June 11
June 16 - 19

June 17-19
June 26

Roadside Park at milepost 80 on US Hwy. 61 – just above Lake City, MN for the
Spring Adopt-a-Highway clean up. Arrangements are being made by Greg Lauser.
PIE Meeting - (Wed) Meet at 7:00 p.m. See page 2.
Vintage GT Challenge – (Fri - Sun) This will be the weekend for the Spring races
at RoadAmerica in Elkhart Lake, WI.
Intermarque Spring Kick-Off – (Sat) The Intermarque Council will again sponsor
the Spring car show. Details later.
Spring Awakening Tour - (Sun) “Get Your Cars Out” tour to be arranged by
Geoff Rossi.
PIE Meeting - (Wed) Meet at 7:00 p.m. See page 2.
Amery Competition Run – (Sat) Excellent test running of your favorite Sports Car
orchestrated by Tom Hazen.
Rendezvous 2011 - (Thurs-Sun) This will be the 21st year for the annual Vintage
Sports Car Rendezvous. The location this year will be in Fargo, North Dakota. Get
your hotel reservations in early!
Back to the 50’s Car Show – (Fri-Sun) This gigantic annual show will be at the
MN State Fairgrounds again – maybe 10,000 cars??
Cherokee Park Picnic – (Sun) Monthly InterMarque picnic, and the MAHC will be
hosting on this Sunday.
** - Denotes an official MAHC club activity
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Events Schedule
July 3 – 7
July 13 **
July 15 – 17
July 22
July 24
July 31
August 3 **
August 7 **
August 13
August 21
August 27
August 28
Sept. 7 **
Sept. 9 – 11
Sept . 10

Sept. 24 **
Sept. 25
Oct. 1**
Oct. 5 **
Oct. 9 **
Oct. 15
Nov. 2 **
Nov. 5
Nov. 19 **
Dec. 3 **
Dec. 7**
Dec. 17**

Austin Healey Conclave – (Sun–Thurs) This year the national AHCA Conclave will be
in Colorado Springs, CO. Sounds like a great location for the event. Reserve early !
PIE Meeting - (Wed) Meet at 7:00 p.m. Note second Wednesday this month only.
Kohler International Challenge. (Fri-Sun) This is the super big annual vintage car
race event held at RoadAmerica in Elkhart Lake, WI. For details, call J.Johnk, D.Powell,
R.Stadther,or J. Lumbard.
InterMarque Movie Night – (Fri) Join your Sports Car loving friends for an evening at
the (outdoor) movies. Arrangements by Andy Lindberg.
Lynch Tour & Mexican Fiesta – (Sun) There will be a modest Tour before arriving at
Mike & Gloria Lynch’s home. Always great food in a great setting. Details later.
Intermarque Picnic – (Sun) 1:00 pm Monthly gathering for a picnic at Cherokee Park in
St. Paul. Bring your own food and refreshments.
PIE Meeting - (Wed) Meet at 7:00 p.m. See page 2.
Stine / Lauser Annual Tour/Country Picnic – (Sun) Take a short Tour and then
gather at the Stine Farm for their annual Luncheon on the Lawn. Foods are always delicious.
Brit Fest – (Sat) 9:00 am – 1:00 pm New location this year in Hudson, WI. Watch for the
announcement. Sponsored by the MN MG Group.
Hudson Rally – (Sun) An intermarque car show and book sale will be in Hudson.
Afterwards we can gather at Moerke’s for a picnic.
Amery Airport Run – Tom Hazen will hold a second run of the summer at Amery, WI.
Intermarque Picnic – (Sun) 1:00 pm Monthly gathering for a picnic at Cherokee Park in
St. Paul. Bring your own food and refreshments.
PIE Meeting – (Wed.) Meet at 7:00 p.m. See page 2.
Fall Vintage Race Festival - Held at RoadAmerica in Elkhart Lake, WI. A great
opportunity to see vintage racing up close. Call Jeff J., Dan P., Jeff L., or Rich S. for details.
Wheels ‘n Wings/ Morgan-Healey Picnic – (Sat) 8:00 am 31st Year! Always a lot
of cars and a lot of books. Airplanes , a train ride, hot dogs, and friendly people make it an
enjoyable day in Osceola, WI. Afterwards we will drive to Morgan owner John Compton’s
home nearby for the Morgan – Healey Picnic. Details later.
City Lakes Parkway Tour – (Sun) Enjoy a sunny Sunday afternoon driving the beautiful
parkways of Minneapolis. Arrangements by Jim Kriz. Details later.
Intermarque Picnic – (Sun) 1:00 pm Monthly gathering for a picnic at Cherokee Park in
St. Paul. Bring your own food and refreshments.
Adopt a Highway Clean-up - (Sat) The second of our two clean-ups for the year is to
be on this date. Arrangements by Greg Lauser.
PIE Meeting – (Wed) Meet at 7:00 p.m. See page 2.
Fall Color Tour- (Sun) A Fall drive to Murphy’s Landing is being considered. Further
checking and arrangements are being done.
Couples Friendly Tour - Be out and enjoy the beautiful Fall colors in Wisconsin with our
illustrious road event leader – Tom Hazen ! Details later.
PIE Meeting – (Wed) Meet at 7:00 p.m. See page 2.
Charity Event – (Sat) 9:00 – 11:00 am. At the Feed My Starving Children building. Dale
Martin arranges this very worthwhile event each year. It is an enjoyable exercise for a very
good cause.
Annual Business Meeting Party – (Sat) The annual business meeting, election of
officers, and dinner banquet will occur on this evening at the Officer’s Club. Details later.
Planning Breakfast – (Sat) The schedule of events for 2012 will be on the agenda for
this meeting. Geoff Rossi will select the site.
PIE Meeting – (Wed) Meet at 7:00 p.m. See page 2.
Video/Testimonials Contest – (Sat) This will be an interesting new event to be held at
Dick & Karla Mathews’ beautiful home. Don’t want to miss this !
** - Denotes an official MAHC club activity

Minnesota Austin Healey Club Inc.
Gary Ronning, Editor
1019 Ridge Haven Circle
Buffalo, MN 55313

First Class Postage

MARKETPLACE
Marketplace policy: All ads are free to current members. For non-members, the charge is $5.00 per month.
Ads will be run for three months after which time the advertiser needs to submit new ad copy. Please inform
the editor if your item or items have been sold during the three month period so the ad can be removed.

FOR SALE - Schumacher 1 Amp Trickle Charger for 12V batteries. New. Still in the box. $35.
Call Geoff Rossi at 612 822 7069 or email to casadirossi@hotmail.com .
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