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Presidentail Ponderings
By Kim Rixen
What’s an MG girl doing leading an Austin Healey club?
My history with little British cars goes back to the early 1980s.
My cousin bought a ratty Triumph TR-6. It had bad paint,
a missing top, and an unpredictable temperament. But it was
a red convertible, and that was pretty cool.
Mechanical aptitude didn’t run strong on that side of the family,
and parts were nearly impossible to come by at the time.
Frustrated, my cousin sold the car and moved to California.
But by then, I had been bitten by the love of top-down driving.
I went on to be part owner of a cherry-red concours-winning TR-6
and a TR-3 named Holly, because of its red, green, and white color
scheme. When they went away, I decided an old Mazda Miata –
something reliable, with available parts, and with a top that didn’t
have the mechanics of an erector set--was a better fit for me.
When I met my husband Steve, I was happily driving Rosebud, my ‘92 Miata. Steve, however, was a British
car guy and a member of the Minnesota Austin Healey Club going back to the early ‘90s - when he inherited
his dad’s 100-6. He worked on British cars and loved driving them.
When he revived his LBC repair business, he asked: How do you think it looks for the spouse of a British car
mechanic to be driving a Miata? He had a point.
So when a red 1975 MG Midget with a blown engine and an owner at the end of his rope showed up in his
shop wanting to unload it, Steve decided it would be mine.
We spent the winter rebuilding the engine. For me, who could check oil, change a fuse, and replace an air
filter, it was an extreme stretch goal. Could I do this? How long would it take Steve to give up on me? If I did
manage to do it, would it run or would this have been a huge waste of time?
With a lot of guidance and help, I turned every bolt, became friends with the pneumatic wrench, and built an
engine that has been running strong for eight years. I was once again a British car owner.
But being involved with little British cars is about much more than engines and transmissions. It’s about
camaraderie, shared experience, and stories. We’ve all broken down, been caught in the rain with top down,
and run out of gas, even though the indicator still says we have a quarter tank. And we’ve come to each
other’s rescue with tools, parts, and tow strap.
It’s about more than being Austin Healey people or MG people or Triumph people; it’s being part of a broad
community -- something that never occurred to me when I took that first ride in my cousin’s TR-6.
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Presidents Informal Evening

(except it was Saturday morning Breakfast!)
By Daphne Walmer
The annual planning of events for the Minnesota Austin Healey Club took place on December 1st at this
Saturday morning breakfast. The list of events that resulted are on pages 14 and 15 of this edition.
Other Announcements & Miscellaneous from the meeting are as follows.
National dues deadline: Send money to Jim Kriz by January 15 to get your name in the national directory.
Dick Matthews Thanks to the Ronnings for sending a card to Dick Matthews. His wife Karla AkersonMatthews passed away November 22.
Potential new location for PIE: Some people are interested in a different location for PIE meetings because
traffic makes it hard to get to Joseph’s on Wednesday evenings. Kim is looking for a small committee of
volunteers to explore other possibilities. We will continue to meet at Joseph’s in the meantime.
Funkana/Gymkana: Tom Politiski wants to do a dry run of for both the Funkana and Gymkana, so they’ll go
smoothly at Conclave. We decided to do a dry run on a Sunday of an Amery weekend, since we already have
an area and usually are cleaning up on Sunday.
Waumandee Hill Climb: Tom Hazen thinks he has enough volunteers to run the hill climb without the Healey
Club members, who will just have gotten back from Conclave and will be exhausted. He may change the fee
to help cover the loss.
Potential pop-up events: Dave Herreid and Suzanne Willodson brought up the potential for late-breaking
“pop-up events,” such as going to see the Miesville Mud Hens play baseball, or just going for a drive on a nice
day. Ideally, we need to give enough notice so that Dave Lee can send an email. Suzanne suggested we could
explore other communications as well, such as texting or calling people on the phone.
British Arrow Awards: Anyone interested in attending the British Arrow Awards at the Walker Art Center on
Saturday December 29 should contact Suzanne Willodson. The awards are a compilation of the year’s best
British TV advertisements. If enough people are interested, Suzanne can get discounted tickets. The film
starts at about 1-2p.m., followed by a late lunch at Brit’s. Suzanne will have Dave Lee send an email about it
this weekend.
Volunteering at Second Harvest: Club members will volunteer to package food at Second Harvest Heartland
on a Saturday morning in February with a group lunch afterwards. The club usually makes a cash donation as
well as volunteering time.
Newsletter: In 2019 Gary Ronning will do a combined Jan/Feb MAHC newsletter.
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Pics from the Planning Picnic

Top: Kim with the Event Calendars.
Left: A Happy Bunch
Right: Greg & Tom planning Gymkhanas/Funkhanas (maybe…!)
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Minnesota Triumphs New Year’s Morning Salute !
Annual New Year’s Day Salute.
This year again the bravest of the British Motorcar
Society will welcome in New Year’s morning at sunrise
in Birkmose Park at Hudson, WI overlooking the
St. Croix River.
We will meet 15 to 20 minutes before sunrise. At sunrise, we will welcome the New Year
with champagne - or whatever beverage you would like. After that we will go to Dick's Bar
in downtown Hudson for breakfast and Bloody Marys. They make the best in town.
All are welcome. Bring friends if you like.
Any questions, contact Roger Kraemer at Kraemer@q.com or 651 207-3920.
Believe it or not, this is a lot of fun !!
Thank you. Roger & Nora Kraemer.

MAHC Board of Directors Meeting
The Board of Directors met following the MAHC planning breakfast on December
1, 2018 at Joseph's restaurant. The planning calendar was adopted, and we
discussed the newsletter and newsletter editor. It was brought forward that Gary
Ronning would like to continue as newsletter editor through this coming year. Since
we will be hosting Conclave, Gary thought staying on as editor would help with the
event. The board also discussed that it might be easier to find a new editor if other
electronic versions were used, much like the Intermarque online newsletter.
President Kim Rixen volunteered to explore some options with Vice-President
Daphne Walmer during this coming year.
For the three service events in which the club participates, we also approved
MAHC paying for lunch (excluding adult beverages) following the two Adopt-aHighway clean-up events and the Second Harvest Heartland event. It was also
approved to submit a cash donation by check to Second Harvest Heartland.
Sincerely, Cheryl Rademacher (continuing as Board Chair for 2019)
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Revive the Revival !
Join us in celebrating the Goodwood Revival
MAHC style. There will be vintage racing on
the telly, matters and noggins in the pub,
and tea in the dining room.
Bring your favorite nosh, bake,
and adult beverage (tea provided).
Vintage hats, gloves,
and tweed encouraged.
Date: Sunday, January 20
Time: 1 p.m.
Location: Lord Rixen’s Estate
5995 Highview Place
Shoreview, MN
612-590-6513 (Kim)
612-877-1938 (Steve)
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Second Harvest Heartland
7101 Winnetka Avenue N.
Brooklyn Park, MN 55428

Saturday February 23, 2019
at 8:45am

Membership / Renewal Form
Minnesota A-H Club Dues
New
Renewal . . . . . . . . . . .
Austin-Healey Club of America Dues
New
Renewal . . . . . . . . . . .
BOTH CLUBS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

$20.00
$50.00
$70.00

Minnesota A-H Club (Local only) Dues

$25.00

New

Renewal . . . . . . . . . . . .

Name:

Spouse:

Address:

__________________________________________

City:

______________________

Home Phone: (

)

_____

State

Work Phone: (

E-mail address:

______

E-mail address:

____

__

Zip:

)

(spouse)

HEALEY INFORMATION:
Year ____

Model ___________ Color ___________

Original Owner (Y/N)___

Year____

Model ___________ Color___________

Original Owner (Y/N)___

Condition:

Show Quality
Could be running with help

Make checks payable to:

Nice & Roadworthy
Restoration Project

MN Austin Healey Club

(or MAHC )

Checks covering AHCA membership renewals must reach Jim Kriz no later than January 15, 2019, to
assure that your information appears in the 2018 AHCA Membership Directory.
Send form and checks to:

Jim Kriz
2000 Kenwood Pkwy.
Minneapolis, MN 55405
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Events Schedule
January 1
January 2
January 20

February 6
February 16
February 23
March 6
March 16
April 3
April 27

Champagne Toast – (Mon) Meet at Birkmose Park in Hudson WI at 7:30 a.m. to toast the New
Year with Champagne. See info on page 6.
PIE Meeting - (Wed) Club meeting called to order at 7:00 pm. Come and enjoy a refreshment
and/or supper. Meeting place is Joseph’s Grill near downtown St. Paul (see page 2 for directions).
Visit with members and get the latest club news! See page 2.
Rixen Party – (Sun) Join the Rixen’s for a party celebrating the Goodwood events in England.
See page 7 for details.
PIE Meeting – (Wed) Club meeting at 7:00 p.m. See page 2
Lauser Party – (Sat) Join the Lauser’s for a mid-winter gathering and for looking forward to the

2019 Conclave in the Fall. See page 7 for details.

Second Harvest Heartland Charity Event – (Sat) Meet at 8:45 am at the Brooklyn Park

location. See page 8 for details.

PIE Meeting - (Wed) Club meeting at 7:00 pm. Hot Wheels Racing ! See p. 2
Tech Session – (Sat) Held at Scott McQueen’s garage in Mpls. Always a lot of Healey

memorabilia and great cars. Details later.

PIE Meeting - (Wed) Club meeting at 7:00 pm. See page 2.
Adopt a Highway Clean-up - (Sat) Meet at 9:00 a.m. at the Veteran’s Hwy. Roadside Park

at milepost 80 on US Hwy. 61 – just above Lake City, MN for the Spring Adopt-a-Highway clean up.
Arrangements by Dave Herreid.

May 1
May 4
May 11

PIE Meeting - (Wed) Club meeting at 7:00 pm. See page 2
Hatzung Party – (Sat) – Details later.
InterMarque Spring Kick-Off – (Sat) The InterMarque Council will again sponsor this well

May 17-19

SVRA Spring Vintage Festival – (Fri - Sun) This will be the first weekend for vintage races

May 24-26
.

June 5
June 6-9
June 15
June 19-23
June 22
June 23

attended event in downtown Osseo, MN.

at RoadAmerica in Elkhart Lake, WI.

Racing at Brainerd International Raceway – (Fri – Sun) The SCCA will be heading up

the regional racing on the Road Course.

PIE Meeting - (Wed) Club meet at 7:00 p.m. See page 2
Rendezvous 2019 – (Thur-Sun) The location this year is in LaCrosse, Wisconsin. The

Minnesota MG Group will be hosting this year. Should be a great time on the WI backroads!
Coulee Classic – (Sat) Details later.
Back to the 50’s Car Show – (Fri-Sun) The MSRA will again arrange this huge annual show
at the MN State Fairgrounds – 11,000 cars…or more??
Amery Competition Run – (Sat) Excellent test running of your favorite Sports Car
orchestrated by Greg Willodson at the Amery WI airport.
InterMarque Picnic – (Sun) The first monthly InterMarque Picnic of the season. Join your
fellow British enthusiasts for a picnic at Cherokee Park in St. Paul.
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Events Schedule
July 3
July 5–7
July 18–21
July 27
July 28

PIE Meeting - (Wed) Club meet at 7:00 p.m. See page 2 for details.
Racing at Brainerd International Raceway – (Fri – Sun) The SCCA will be heading up

regional racing on the Road Course.

WeatherTec International Challenge. (Thur-Sun) The largest racing event of our area
will be held at RoadAmerica in Elkhart Lake, WI this weekend. Lots of excitement.
Mexican Fiesta Party – (Sat) Mike & Gloria Lynch will again host their annual Fiesta !
Intermarque Picnic – (Sun) 1:00 p.m. Monthly gathering for a picnic will be held at
Cherokee Park in St. Paul. Bring your own food and refreshments.

August 7
August 10

PIE Meeting - (Wed) Club meeting at 7:00 p.m. See page 2
The “New” Brit Fest – (Sat) At Lakefront Park in Hudson, WI. Sponsored by the

August 17
August 24

Amery Airport Run – (Sat) Greg Willodson will hold a second run at Amery, WI.
Dawson Party – (Sat) Phil & Stefanie Dawson are planning to have another party at their

August 24-25
August 25
Sept. 4
Sept.. 6-11
Sept. 13-15
Sept. 27-29
Sept. 29

MN MG Group.

home in River Falls, WI.

Racing at Brainerd International Raceway – (Fri – Sun) The SCCA will again be
heading up the regional racing on the Road Course.
Intermarque Picnic – (Sun) 1:00 p.m. Monthly gathering for a picnic at Cherokee Park in St.
Paul. Bring your own food and refreshments.
PIE Meeting – There will be no PIE Meeting this month.
AHCA Conclave 2019 – (Fri – Wed) The Minnesota Austin Healey Club will be sponsoring

the National AHCA Conclave in Deadwood, SD. All members of our club are encouraged to
attend and assist the event.
Fall Vintage Race Festival - (Fri-Sun) Held at RoadAmerica in Elkhart Lake, WI. A great
opportunity to see vintage racing up close. Watch our members competing in their cars !
Waumandee Hill Climb – (Fri-Sun) The annual vintage car uphill slalom will be held under
the direction of Tom Hazen. Not to miss !
Intermarque Picnic – (Sun) 1:00 p.m. Monthly gathering for a picnic at Cherokee Park in
St. Paul. Bring your own food and refreshments.

Oct. 2
Oct. 5

PIE Meeting – (Wed) Club meeting at 7:00 p.m. See page 2.
Adopt a Highway Clean-up - (Sat) The second of our two clean-ups for the year is to be

Oct 12

MG Fall Color Tour – (Sat) Enjoy touring for colors with our MG friends.

Nov. 6
Nov. 8-10
Nov. 16

PIE Meeting – (Sat) Club meeting at 8:30 a.m. See page 2.
AHCA Delegates Meeting – Our club representatives will be attending this meeting.
Annual Banquet / Business Meeting Party – (Sat) The annual dinner, election of

Dec. 7

on this date. Arrangements by Dave Herreid.

officers, and business meeting will occur on this evening.

PIE/Planning Breakfast – (Sat) The schedule of events for 2020 will be on the agenda for
this meeting hosted by Daphne Walmer. A Board of Directors meeting will follow.
Please note that the 2019 Events Schedule is tentative and may be incomplete.
Watch for announcements and changes as the year progresses.

Minnesota Austin Healey Club Inc.
Gary Ronning, Editor
1019 Ridge Haven Circle
Buffalo, MN 55313

MARKETPLACE
Marketplace policy: All ads are free to current members. For non-members, the charge is $5.00 per month.
Ads will be run for three months after which time the advertiser needs to submit new ad copy. Please inform
the editor if your item or items have been sold during the three month period so the ad can be removed.

For Sale: A set of four 72 spoke wheels with tires. The wheels are not pretty, but functional. I also
have four used 60 spoke wheels. Two are mounted with tires. From an unfinished project started
in 1992, 32 long, 64 short spokes and 96 nipples together with a spoke wrench (all new in the box).
I would like to sell the whole kit and caboodle as a lot. Asking $400.00, but will consider all offers.
Email Barry Wahlberg at geo4bar@gctel.com
(11/18)
For Sale: One pair of brand new front bumper brackets for a 3000. Call Geoff Rossi at :
612 822 7069

(11/18)

For Sale:

1999 Volvo V70 XC. Silver with light tan leather
interior. This was the epitome of
suburban luxury in 1999! $6100 is what I have
invested. Make offer or will trade for Sprite/Midget 5
speed conversion kit, maybe something else???
I would like this car to go to a good home, so if you
are interested, let’s talk.
Prefer contact via email: turcanik@yahoo.com Home phone: 507-374-7029
(11/18)

For Sale:

Austin – Healey parts:
A set of doors for side curtains.
Two sets of side curtains, one almost in new condition - after market. The other is
an older original set.
A set of new (still in the box) ring and pinion gears.
New (still in the box) chrome bullet style 1960’s side mirrors.
Hood, Left front fender, Front shroud, Two rear decks, (for two seat model).
Door hinges and locking mechanisms.
Gas tank filler neck and smaller misc. parts.
Half axle shafts, Entire rear axle assembly.
(12/18)

Dennis Koepsell Ph: 920-421-1000. Sister Bay, WI 54234, 90 miles north of Green Bay, WI.
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