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U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  

Friday-Sunday July15-17 WeatherTech International Challenge 

Saturday  July 23 Amery Airport Autocross & Speed Run (page 5) 

Sunday July 24 Lynch’s Mexican Fiesta (page 6) 

Saturday July 30 Drive & Pizza Feast (page 6) 

Sunday July 31 InterMarque Picnic at Cherokee Park 

Wednesday August 3 PIE with the President 

Saturday August 6 Summer Fun on Marine on St Croix (page 7) 
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Minnesota Austin Healey Club 

(MAHC) 

 

Staff 
President Dave Herreid 

 651.334.3879 

 david.herreid@gmail.com  

Vice President Dave Hatzung 

 dave@hatzunginsurance.com 

Treasurer Steve Greenway  

   1974greenmgb@gmail.com 

Membership  Jim Kriz  

 612-374-2666 

 jkriz1@comcast.net 

Newsletter  Suzanne Willodson 

Editor 12325 30th Avenue North  

 Plymouth, MN  55441 

 763-390-4133 

 suzanne.willodson@gmail.com  

Video Librarian Jeff Johnk  

   952.461.2720 

      jeffj@centuryrefining.com 

Webmaster John Snyder  

    952-929-4792 

    jvs@consistenc.com 

Email Dave Lee 

Broadcaster 715-651-2479 

 dlee@usfamily.net  

Nametags Greg Willodson 

 greg.willodson@gmail.com 

National Delegate Eileen Wetzel 

 763-541-9571 

 econlon@hotmail.com   

InterMarque Suzanne Willodson  

Delegate 763-390-4133

 suzanne.willodson@gmail.com  

Regalia Gary Ronning  

 763-684-4041 

 gtronning@gmail.com 

Board of  Dave Rademacher 

Directors Kim Rixen  

     Rich Stadther 

 Greg Willodson  

  Suzanne Willodson, Chair 

 

Technical Resources 

Sprite Paul Gau  

   952-933-7277 

   Herb Miller  

   612-860-8067 

   Tom Moerke  

   715-381-6856                

100 Curt Carlson  

   612-251-7492  

3000 & modified Jeff Johnk   

   952-461-2720 

Jensen Tom Politiski  

   218-367-2168 

Websites 
Minnesota: www.mnhealey.com 

National www.healeyclub.org 

 

PIE 
(President’s Informal Evening) 

Date: Wednesday, August 3, 2016 

Time: 6:00 p.m., meeting at 7:00 

Place:  Joseph’s Grill  

140 South Wabasha 

Saint Paul, MN 55107 

651-222-2435 

Take I-94 to the Hwy. 52 exit. Go south on 52 to 

Plato Blvd. Go west (right) on Plato to Wabasha St. 

and turn right to Joseph’s. 

Come and enjoy beverages and/or food with the 

friendly club members, catch up on news and 

events, and discuss cars and restorations. 
 

  

 Thank you to people who submitted news, articles,  

and photos for this issue: 
 

Dave Hatzung 

Dave Herreid 

Greg Lauser 

Steve Rixen 

Barb Ronning 

Liz Stadther 

Daphne Walmer 

Eileen Wetzel 
 

Please send all submissions to: 

suzanne.willodson@gmail.com 

 

Current and past newsletters: 

http://www.mnhealey.com/mnhealey/newsletter.htm 

 

THE HEALEY ENTHUSIAST 

 
The official publication of the Minnesota Austin Healey Club, a Minnesota 

Non-Profit Corporation.  THE HEALEY ENTHUSIAST, is published 12 times per 

year for the benefit of its members.  Articles which appear in THE HEALEY 

ENTHUSIAST are the opinions of the authors and do not express the position of 

the Minnesota Austin Healey Club on any matter unless specifically noted.  

We do our best to ensure accuracy but cannot be held responsible for errors 

and omissions.  Contributions are welcome on any subject related to 

Healeys, club members, or of general interest to the classic car hobby.  

Material from THE HEALEY ENTHUSIAST may be reprinted in any other 

publication provided reciprocal article use permission is granted by that 

publication.  Deadline for submissions to the editor is the 15th of the month 

prior to the next issue.  Classified ads are free for MAHC members, $5.00 for 

non-members.  For display rates contact newsletter advertising.  The 

Minnesota Austin Healey Club Inc. is operating as a Minnesota Non-Profit 

Corporation and is affiliated with the Austin Healey Club of America, Inc. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/49931411914/
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mailto:suzanne.willodson@gmail.com
mailto:gtronning@gmail.com
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The President’s Flights of Fancy 

 
 

 
 

 
  

From the vantage of a Healey driver’s seat with 

the hood down, you’re in big sky country. Up 

ahead is a little rain and a less beaten road. 

Around curves and hills these nimble cars dance 

as you lead. After a few hours the sky is brilliant 

azure, and I am lulled into a zone; I can only hear 

the wind and the exhaust note, while the car’s 

vibe envelops me. Sunglasses frame the MGB up 

ahead as I take in the glories of Northern 

Minnesota, soon to be Canada. And then I hear 

the shout and see the dog.  

Dogs come in all sizes; some are fast, others slow. 

All are cute as puppies and special in their own 

goofy way. This one is small, later I’m told it was 

old and fat, maybe it couldn’t hear, certainly it 

wasn’t thinking, but as it suddenly decided to 

cross the road I went from my bliss zone into a 

chaos zone; hard braking, hoping the Jag behind 

me had good brakes, while making a split-

second decision to veer right to give me a few 

extra feet before the dog and the car meet. That 

was one slow dog as Daphne and I pleaded with 

it to run; brakes screamed as I lost view of the little 

fellow on the left side of my bonnet. My 

understanding is he picked up speed near my 

right tire, running into the yard almost like a young 

dog. I resumed breathing as I looked around, 

blue smoke catching up with me and nothing to 

do except put the car into first gear and say a big 

“thank you.” 

I’m thankful that that dog survived the day. That 

Daphne saw the dog turn and head for the road. 

That Steve helped me check out my brakes prior 

to this trip. That Andy cajoled me into joining the 

Pre-Rendezvous Reconnoitre. That I’ve met new 

friends on this trip and will soon meet others. That 

these cars are so fun and responsive, AND that I 

learned once more when driving any car at any 

moment the unexpected can be encountered. 

As I was learning to drive there was a National Ad 

Champaign to “Drive defensively.”  It has always 

stuck in my head like the phrase, “What could go 

wrong?”  Both phrases are much preferable to the 

infamous, “Hey, watch this!”  The driving season is 

upon us. Enjoy the road, test the brakes, and I hope 

to see you at the next MAHC event. 

That reminds me, I need to fix that damn 

trafficator. 

Wing It! 

Dave Herreid 

 

 

 
 

Dave as gas station explodes on the way to Kenora. 

Photo by Daphne Walmer 
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The Presidents Informal Evenings 
Respectfully submitted by Dave Hatzung, V.P.  

 The June 1, 2016 PIE meeting was called to order by our 

President Dave Herreid at 7:20 PM, with 31 members 

present.  Pres. Dave welcomed new member Phil 

Dawson who announced he just purchased a 1965 AH 

Sprite…as they say in New Zealand, “Kia Ora and have 

fun.” 

Jimmy Kriz (our Membership Chairperson) was very 

excited about this as we are now approaching the 100 

mark.  I overheard someone say that if some of our 

members sold some of their “extra” Healeys, that we 

could break that easily! 

Was reported that the Osseo car show had good 

weather and went well.  I’m told that one of the winners 

of the People’s Choice award was a VW firetruck; didn’t 

hear who the other winner was. 

The Willodsons arrived at 7:25.  Cheryl Rademacher 

shared her fries with them. 

We also heard a good time was had by all at both the 

rally to the Wetzels’ lead by Suzanne and Greg 

Willodson, and at the Wetzel party!  Heard it was way 

more fun than last month’s party. 

Be sure you check the AH website’s calendar for all the 

upcoming events – there are a ton of them, and you’ll 

definitely need to start “saving some dates”!  Watch for 

the “pop-ups,” the Walleye 1000, The Rendezvous, 

Conclave “Wheels over the River,” and more!!! 

Obviously someone checked out the entire AH library, as 

Jeff Johnk said it wasn’t available – he would never 

have just forgotten it at home.  He also said both copies 

of Emmet Otter’s Jugtime Band were overdue…Jeff 

Lumbard and Dan Powell apologized for that and said 

they’d return them as soon as they were done looking at 

the pictures. 

The Westbergs had a brief discussion…I couldn’t hear it 

very well, but it may have been about Clarence’s 

driving. 

Scott McQueen arrived at 7:38…he was probably late 

because he was adding on a few more stories to the 

Edina High School project he is working on as their 

primary architect.  I’m sure he can use some more 

revenue to help him pay for his current Healey 

restoration at Fourintune. 

There was some talk about the Golden Gate Healey 

Club sponsoring a “Un-Conclave” in September of 2017 

at Monterey…Eileen Wetzel said something about Clint 

Eastwood showing up at that (and did someone 

mention how much Gary Wetzel looked like Clint?!). 

And last but hardly least, Tom Politiski gave his 

“Happiness report.”  Great stories about Ole and Lena 

going to court, Disneyland, and a “C” Allis/John Deere. 

President Herreid called a start to the July 6, 2016 PIE 

meeting shortly after 7pm.  

The first order of business was to announce that Tom 

Hazen & Jane Schuler’s July 3 wedding was beautiful 

and several Healey Club members attended.  

Pop-up event hosted by the Rixens – Hanger Dance at 

Fleming Field. Fly over by a B25. 

Walleye 1000 – Dave Tobin did an amazing job 

organizing the event. Due to competing events, no 

MAHC members participated. 

Andy Lindberg reported on Rendezvous Pre-Connoitre – 

In all, Andy reported that he and Linda put on a couple 

thousand miles. The route was Winnipeg to Thunder Bay 

to Grand Marais to someplace to International Falls to 

Warroad to Winnipeg to Kenora. Nice work by “Chad & 

Dad” who even managed to fix an MGB whose 

bearings basically collapsed in Duluth. The local NAPA 

impressively had 3 of the 4 needed bearings! Dave 

Herreid and Daphne Walmer were also part of the 

group. Dave’s close calls included: TR3, little white dog, 

fawn. All survived!  

Steve Rixen reported on the Pride Aero Fletching 

machine at Rendezvous. Or is that Arrow? Let’s say 

Arrow. 

Rich Stadther recapped the Annual Car Show put on my 

Merlin’s Rest Pub in Minneapolis. Representing the 

Healeys was Brian Duoos with his Jensen Healey. Way to 

go Brian! There were lots of Rolls Royces and MGs. 

Eileen Wetzel gave us a report on Conclave. It was an 

event-filled week with lots of events for women, music 

every night, dinner cruise on the Ohio River, tech 

sessions, etc. Tom Hazen also attended. Eileen reported 

Conclave 2017 will be in Waco Texas. Dates TBD, but 

likely Memorial Day weekend or the 3rd weekend in 

June. The highlight of this event was Eileen’s outstanding 

performance in the autocross. She took 3rd place overall 

and fastest Healey! 

Eileen recommended the BMW Performance Driving 

School which she attended several weeks ago. New 

skills were learned that helped at Conclave. Cheryl 

Rademacher has been to the same BMW school and 

also recommends it! Does this mean we’ll see Cheryl on 

the course at Amery?  

Scott McQueen gave a report on Blackhawk Farms 

Track Day. He and the Wetzels attended, got some 

good track time, and are looking forward to next year. 

The Coulee Classic was postponed. (New date: 

Saturday August 6. See the calendar section for info. 

Everyone should go to RoadAmerica at Elkhart Lake at 

least once, preferably many times. The Hawk is coming 

up weekend of July 14-17. Included: celebration of  

CAN-AM’s 50th Anniversary. 

List of attendees for June & July are on file with the VP and Editor 

Now everyone get out there with your cars and let shift happen! 
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Volunteers 

needed! 

Call Greg at 

612.805.0814 
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Rendezvous 2016 
This year’s Rendezvous was set in Kenora, Ontario. The 26th year of this annual event was organized and hosted 

by the Austin Healey Club of Manitoba and the Triumph Driver's Club of Manitoba.  

The weekend was packed with adventures, including a car show under the lakeside Whitecap Pavilion, a tour 

of restoration projects at local private garages, a tour of artist’s studios and shops, a cruise on Lake of the 

Woods, just to name a few! 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Lakeside Convention Centre and Hotel: 

Home base for Rendezvous goers 

Dave Herreid & Daphne Walmer’s Healey finds a place in 

the onsite hotel parking lot set right on Lake of the Woods 

Getting ready to head out on the SS Kenora  

Gary and Barb Ronning aboard the SS Kenora 
The sun begins to set as we cruise Lake 

of the Woods 

The Minnesota Austin-Healey Club is hosting Rendezvous 2017 

June 1-June 4, 2017 

at Sugar lake Lodge in Grand Rapids Minnesota! 

Planning is underway. Ideas and questions are welcome. 

Please contact Suzanne Willodson 

(contact information on page 2) 
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Suzanne Willodson and June Moerke at a studio in 

Kenora. This was the first stop of a tour of local artist’s 

workspaces and shops in the area. 

“Henry” 

Mike and Gloria Lynch’s Jaguar Mark IX under the Whitecap 

Pavilion at the Rendezvous car show 

Dave Herreid heading back to the hotel after the car show 

under the pavilion 

Suzanne Willodson, Daphne Walmer and Glen 

Paterson at the Saturday evening banquet  

Members from Minnesota Austin-Healey Club 

who made the trek to Rendezvous 2017: 

Dave Herreid and Daphne Walmer 

Jim and Rose Klein 

Andy Lindberg and Linda Larson 

Mike and Gloria Lynch 

Dick Mathews 

June and Tom Moerke 

Tom Politiski 

Steve and Kim Rixen 

Gary and Barb Ronning 

Jeff and Karen Sartell 

Joe and Sue Werner 

Gary and Eileen Wetzel 

Greg and Suzanne Willodson 
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Cars, Music and Dancing Featured at Merlin’s Rest Pub 
By Liz Stadther 
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The Checkered Flag is Out! 
By Liz Stadther 

 
  

Above:  Rich gridded in his Elva Courier at 

Brainerd International Raceway (BIR). 

Right:  Dan Powell in the BIR race paddock 

with his trusty Healey. 

The Harvey West Classic brought a strong group 

of vintage racers to Brainerd International 

Raceway on Memorial Day weekend.  Dan 

Powell and Rich Stadther were the MAHC 

representatives, and Dyrk Bolger, known by 

many from Rendezvous, was there with his very 

competitive Mini.  The group will be back at the 

track September 3-4. 

The Spring Vintage Festival at Road 

America, the weekend of May 14, 

came with some challenging weather. 

Nevertheless, the racing was great, 

especially for Jeff Johnk who came in 

second on Saturday and first on Sunday!  

Rich Stadther went home early with a 

misbehaving clutch.  Scott McQueen, 

Dave and John Hatzung, and Scott 

Lumbard provided crew support. 

Above:  Rich Stadther, Dan Powell and Jeff 

Lumbard admiring Jeff Johnk’s second-place 

medal on Saturday. 

Right:  Jeff Lumbard on the grid at 

Road America.  Photo courtesy of John 

Hatzung. 



Tom Hazen with our new 

friend Ashley Feldman 
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Friday, June 9, was a beautiful top down day as we left at six 

a.m. Gary and I made our own little caravan, each driving a 

Healey, toward our goal of Cincinnati, specifically the 

“Wheels over the River Ohio Valley Austin-Healey 

Conclave”. By freeway, this trip could take about eleven 

hours. We didn’t take the freeway and opted to take the 

most scenic route we could that would get us to Peoria, IL, 

so we could take my uncle to dinner. We put in about two 

eleven hour days by the time we reached the hotel in 

Covington. I do have to admit, it was hot, but as long as we were moving is was sheer bliss. The open 

road in a Healey provides what I can imagine a “runner’s high” would be like, a euphoria. 

Hosted this year by the Ohio Valley Austin-Healey Club, 

Conclave was a very well thought out and executed event. 

They paid attention to all the little details and I think it offered 

something for everybody. There were so many options of 

things to do that a person couldn’t possibly do them all. Some 

of the events we participated in were: A rallye that went to 

Rabbit Hash, and Bone Lick Park, a Tea, a delegates meeting, 

and an Ohio River Dinner Cruise, and that was just the first 

day.  We did a Dynamometer 

test with each of our cars, 

were in a car show in a 

beautiful setting with fun shops and great food, and participated in 

a gymkhana and funkhana, as well as ¼ mile drag strip. We took our 

car on a ferry across the Ohio, and drove beautiful winding roads. 

We had live music every night and sometimes even during the day. 

They had a very convenient hospitality room that had a keg, wine, 

pop, and water, as well as munchies of various types available 

almost all the time. It was a fun place to cool off, and meet and 

make new friends. We had the pleasure of meeting up with Tom 

Hazen and riding with him to dinner, the only time on our trip we had 

rain. 

There were many other activities 

for the less car minded 

participants. Yoga twice a day, 

Wine and canvas, vase 

painting, herb gardening, non-sew quilting, and a ladies 

hospitality room. For the kids, big and small, you could build a 

pinewood derby car then race it, remote control cars, and arts 

and crafts. 

The drive home was a little more direct but still beautiful and we 

still took our time to enjoy the scenery. The entire week we did not 

drive once with the tops up. You can’t ask for more than that!!  

Conclave 2016 
By Eileen Wetzel, MAHC National Delegate 
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2016 Events Schedule  

Fri-Sun Jul 15-17 International Challenge (HAWK) Road America vintage race 

Sat Jul 23 Amery Airport Speed Run Amery Airport; see Page 5  

Sun Jul 24 Lynch Mexican Fiesta Mike & Gloria Lynch’s house, see Page 6 

Sat Jul 30 Drive & Pizza Feast Dave Herreid & Daphne Walmer; see Page 

6 

Sun Jul 31 InterMarque Picnic Cherokee Park, St. Paul 

Wed Aug 3 MAHC Pie with the President 6 PM Joseph’s Grill; meeting at 7 PM 

Sat August 6 Summer Fun on Marine on St Croix Steve & Sue Greenway, see Page 7 

Sat Aug 6 Coulee Classic Rally RSVP and Pre-registration info at 

http://www.meetup.com/Auto-Italia-

Minnesota/  

Sat Aug 13 BritFest - Hudson See Page 8 

Sat Aug 20 Healey Morgan / Stine Martin 

Picnic 

2 PM at Carl & Betty Stine’s Farm; see Page 

7 

Sat Aug 27 Amery Airport Speed Run Amery Airport – volunteers needed! 

Contact Greg Willodson 

greg.willodson@gmail.com  

Sun Aug 28 InterMarque Picnic Cherokee Park, Saint Paul 

Sat-Sun Sep 3-4 Jack Pine Sprints Race Brainerd International Raceway 

Wed Sep 7 MAHC Pie with the President 6 PM Joseph’s Grill; meeting at 7 PM 

Sat September 

10 

Norwegian Picnic Fred Ambli's House 

Fri-Sun Sep 16-18 Elkhart Lake Vintage Festival Road America 

Fri-Sun Sep 23-25 Waumandee Hillclimb Waumandee, WI 

Sun Sep 25 InterMarque Picnic Cherokee Park, Saint Paul 

Sat Oct 1 MAHC Adopt A Highway Cleanup  

Wed Oct 5 MAHC Pie with the President 6 PM Joseph’s Grill; meeting at 7 PM 

Sun Oct 16 Fall Color Tour & Waumandee 

Plow Day 

 

Wed Nov 2 MAHC Pie with the President 6 PM Joseph’s Grill; meeting at 7 PM 

Sat Nov 12 MAHC Annual Banquet and 

Business Meeting 

Joseph’s Grill 

Wed Dec 3 2016 Planning Breakfast 9 AM, Joseph’s Grill 

Sat Dec 7 MAHC Pie with the President 6 PM Joseph’s Grill; meeting at 7 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

  

InterMarque 

calendar 
 

Check out InterMarque’s multi-

marque calendar in their latest 

newsletter for even more car 

events! 

InterMarque.org 

 
 

InterMarque Breakfasts 

Elsie’s Restaurant, Bar and Bowling Center is the 

breakfast destination every Saturday at 8:00 AM. The 

second Saturday of the month is Ladies’ Day, though of 

course, they are welcome every week. 729 Marshall 

Street N.E., Minneapolis. Map at http://elsies.com. 

New! On the first and third Saturdays, the East Ender’s 

Breakfast Group meets at 9 AM at Brookside Bar & 

Grille 140 Judd Street, Marine on St Croix MN 55047 

http://www.brooksidebarandgrill.com/  

http://www.meetup.com/Auto-Italia-Minnesota/
http://www.meetup.com/Auto-Italia-Minnesota/
mailto:greg.willodson@gmail.com
http://intermarque.org/
http://elsies.com/
http://www.brooksidebarandgrill.com/


 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Minnesota Austin Healey Club Inc. 

Suzanne Willodson, Editor 

12325 30th Avenue North 

Plymouth, MN  55441 

First Class Postage 

 

 M A R K E T P L A C E  
Marketplace policy:  All ads are free to current members.  For non-members, the charge is $5.00 per month. Ads will be run for three months 

after which time the advertiser needs to submit new ad copy.  Please inform the editor if your item or items have been sold during the three-

month period so the ad can be removed. 
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